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SOUTHEA.ST 31 DI!; uF : .. ;ECO~~D STREET FROM 
DELAWilliE STRE.2'I' TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

#5 and #7 East Second Street 

(See Photo #110) 

The present #5 and #7 East Second Street, ori gi nally one 

~ouse, are now the third a nd fourth houses north of Delaware 

Street. #5 is a florist shop and #7 a dry goods store. They 3re 

loc8.ted on the southern part of the Seco nd Street end of Original 

Strand Plot 2 of Henrick J ansen. 

In 1709 Thomas Tresse acquired this plot and in deeds for 

adjoining properties there is mention of a house on this Second 

Street end of the plot. The house may have been small, because 

by 1730 when John VanGezell sold the site of present #5 and #7 to . 
John UcGhee, tailor, for 26 pounds, VanGezell stipulates in the 

deed that if McGhee builds within 2' of the north line, VanGezell 

can build against his vrell. 

The same year, McGhee bought 3' more frontage to the north of 

hi s lot, a lot 3 1 x 103' from Esther Glenn, owner of the site of 

#9 Second Street. J ohnMcGhee buil t "a certain messuage or tene-

~ent " and sold it with the lot to Francis Janvier, cordwainer, 

~ O~ 104 pounds in 1741. 

S08e time after the death of Janvier (1751), the house was 

~ -:':T. ed by Benoni Bird and was seized in 1795 and sold by the sher­

:f~ to 1! lchael King, another tailor, for 210 pounds. 

John ~ull, carpenter, who with his brother, Captain William 

.&ul' .. 1-· 
-, ou l~ Aull's row, bought this house for $850 in 1810 at a 



.... 
- ,.:: -

( :i5 Br: Q # 7 E. 2nd st., continued) 

~~ erif~'s sale of tho property of ~l ichael King and ~lexand8r 

::L=ynol ds, terre tenent s . J ohn AtcJ lts s on J f;;.mes &cqu,i r ec. it a t 

J ~~n's death in 1826, and Thomas Chal lenge r bought t he ho us e on 

t ~e site of pre sent #5 and #7 for $500 in 1 837. 

Chall enger, who owned #9 3ast Second Str eet, next door to 

~~e north, either bu il t a ne w house or ext ens iv el y re~odele d the 

old hOl..l~e on the si te of pres ent ;/5 and #7. ''::hen he sold it i n 

1853, for $1,000, to James .A . Bates, it was described 8. S a t wo­

s t ory brick house with lIa room a s now built over the 3'-6" wide 

al ley (between this a nd #9), about 11' above the pavement and 16' 

back. Thomas Challenger reserving to himself all the lower part 

of said alley and all the upper part excepting the 16' on the 

fr~n t as no w built over." That is, he sold #5 and #7 TIlth an 

addition of 3'-6" on the second floor over the alley, extending 

back 16', and kept for himself the ground floor alley extending 

oac k into his property. 

Ja~es A. Bates sold the site of pres ent #5 and #7, the house 

s.~_:. roo::n over the alley, to William Holschumaker in 1866, and be-

: w e ~ ~ t hen and 1899 the present t wo three-story dwellings with 

~tJ~ e s, #5 and #7, were built or remodeled from the former two-

~: :ry house. The room over the alley was removed. 

~f:er ~ 11liam Holschwnaker's death, his administrator, Henry 

~l s ch~ker , sold #5 East Second Street as a store a nd dwelling to 
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";'~ n 9S 0 8. 11 :-,S£181' in 1899. I t L ', D t p ro s en t o'med by ~ll j r; L. 

:n 1903 J rm-n ! tt Stidham, t'n e sold tb'3 

_" ::r s . h os e; Jo odiss. 

This report would recommend that at an appropria te time fur-

ther search be made for photographs and a dditiona l evidence of 

the earli e r house and that the present one be removed, as it is 

~ f so late a date as to be entirely out of character with the 

s t reet. 
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