
SOUTHEAST SIDE OF SECOND STREET PROM 
DELAiffBRE STRZLT TO THE PRESBYThRIAN CHURCH 

#11. #13. #15 and $17 2 a s t  Second S t r e e t  

(See Photos #105, #106, #107, #108, #109, #I12 and #112-A) 

Nos. 11, 13 ,  15 and 17 Bast Second S t r e e t ,  each being an i n d i -  

v idua l  p roper ty ,  a r e  l o c a t e d  on the  back or  Second S t r e e t  end of  

t h e  S t rand  P l o t  of George Hogg t h e  first ( O r i g i n a l  S t r and  P l o t  3 

of J u s t a  Andr ies ) .  On t h i s  s i t e  George Hogg I1 had a "mansion 

housen before 1721, which makes i t  t h e  o l d e s t  known house of any 

importance on Second S t r e e t .  

The exac t  s i z e  and foundation l i n e s  of  t h i s  house of George 

Hogg I1 cannot be d e f i n i t e l y  determined from deed inden tu res  o r  

a any records  found t o  d a t e  i n  t h i s  s ea rch ,  The w i l l  of George Hogg 

t h e  f i rs t  da ted  1721 seemed t o  p l ace  i t  on the  n o r t h  h a l f  o f  the 

Second S t r e e t  end of  h i s  l o t  ( t h e  s i t e  of t h e  p re sen t  #15 and #17). 

George Hogg 11 died i n  1748 and l e f t  h i s  mansion house t o  h i s  
I 

daughter E l i z a b e t h  who married Benjamin B a r r e t t .  A t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  

dea th  i t  went t o  George Gregg, son of Garah, another  daughter  of 

George Hogg 11. 

m e n  George Gregg s o l d  the  house and l o t  t o  John Passmore i n  

1768, he  c a l l e d  i t  a l o t  31' on Market S t r e e t  a d j o i n i n g  a 1 2 '  al ley  I 
which seemed t o  p lace  it near  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  Second S t r e e t  end 

o f  t h e  l o t  o f  George Hogg I1 (#13 and #15) - y e t  t h e  bounds he  

gave (n.0. by Mary H i l l ,  sew. by John Eves) ere t h e  bounds of 

t h e  ent i re  60' l o t  on Second S t r e e t ,  ,*- ' 
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(811, #13, #15 and #17 
B. 2nd S t . ,  cont inued)  

From John Passmore t h e  p rope r ty  went t o  h i s  son o r i l l i am P a s s -  

more, who by h i s  w i l l  da ted  1802 l e f t  t h e  s i t e  of Jfll, #13, #15 

and #17 Eas t  Second S t r e e t  t o  h i s  daughter  E l i z a b e t h ,  t h e  wife of 

Adam Barr. The proper ty  was d iv ided  and s o l d ,  combined and r e - s o l d  

a number of t imes within  t h e  Barr and Passmore fami ly  u n t i l  1840 

, when E i l l i a m  Smith bought t h e  s i t e  of if15 and #17 from Joseph B a r r ,  

and 1847, when t h e  same ii;illiam Smith bought t h e  s i t e  of #11 and 

#13 from Robert  Barr .  

None of  t h e s e  indentures  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e s  which house o r  

houses comprised t h e  o r i g i n a l  mansion house of George Hogg 11. The 

L s i t e  of #11 was an a l l e y  and t h e  p re sen t  #15 i s  p a r t  of t h e  "an- 

s i o n  house%f Hogg. Only a complete a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s tudy  of t h e  

houses can prove whether #13 o r  #17 o r  both p r e s e n t  houses a r e  

p a r t  of t h e  o l d  mansion house. 

The p r e s e n t  #17 has  a two- story frame f r o n t  and porch of 

f a i r l y  r e c e n t  cons t ruc t ion .  The back o r  main house may have 

been t h e  nor thern  part of  t h e  George Hogg I1 house, and i f  no t ,  

it was b u i l t  wi th in  t h e  1700 's .  I t  is a t  p re sen t  owned by John 

VanVeen and was formerly  owned by Henry Witse l  (keeper  o f  an i n n  

on Delaware S t r e e t ) ,  Samuel Massey (1856 t o  1864) ,  James Reddish 
. . . ._ r (1852 t o  16561, and Rev. John L. Long, m i n i s t e r  o f  Oxford, 

WT . ' 
Pennsylvania and Talbot  County, Maryland (1848 t o  1852). 
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(#11, #13, #I5 and #17 
B. 2nd S t . ,  con t inued)  

The p r e s e n t  #15 has  a two- story b r i ck  f r o n t  of r a t h e r  r e c e n t  

cons t ruc t ion .  The back o r  main house of  two and a h a l f  s t o r i e s  

is  p a r t  o f  t he  George Hogg I1 house b u i l t  be fo re  1721. I t  i s  a t  

p re sen t  owned by Dorothy 3.  Lawson and was former ly  owned by 

David Lewis and Rev. john Spotsmood, who gas t h e  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  

New C a s t l e  P re sby te r i an  Church when t h e  new church was b u i l t  and 

author  of nThe Spotswood H i s t o r i c a l  Sketch of t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Church i n  iqew Cas t l e . "  

The p r e s e n t  #13 i s  a t h r e e- s t o r y  b r i c k  house, probably b u i l t  

o r  e x t e n s i v e l y  remodeled by 'fiilliam Smith around 1850. I t  i s  

q u i t e  l i k e l y  tha t  p a r t  of  t h i s  house i s  a l s o  t h e  o ld  George Hogg I1 

house, perhaps l e v e l e d  a t  t h e  second f l o o r  and r a i s e d  and extended 

t o  i t s  p re sen t  t h r e e - s t o r y  form. I t  i s  a t  p re sen t  owned by Rosa 

M. Lenoir.  I t  was former ly  owned by Franc ls  McCullin, who l e f t  

th is  house t o  Rosa M. Lenoi r  i n  h i s  w i l l  a long with s e v e r a l  thou- 

sands  of d o l l a r s  t o  v a r i o u s  Ca tho l i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  and around 

New C a s t l e ,  i nc lud ing  the  C a t h o l i c  Church o f  New C a s t l e .  I t  was 

owned be fo re  t h a t  by James and S. A.  Wilmot from 1868 t o  1897. 

The p r e s e n t  #11 is a two-story b r i c k  no t ion  s t o r e  and dwel l ing  

wedged between #13 and #9 Eas t  Second S t r e e t .  I t  was b u i l t  l a t e  i n  

t h e  1800 's  by Vilmot o r  e a r l y  1900 's  by McCullin. Before i t s  

e r e c t i o n  t h e  s i t e  had served as a n  a l l e y .  It I s  a t  p r e s e n t  owned 

by Rosa M. Lenoir .  


