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I n  t h e  Dutch pe r iod ,  the  f i r s t  known owner of t h e  p rope r ty  

on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of the  S t r and ,  k58-60, was Der r ick  Albe r t -  

sen ,  named e a r l y  i n  t heEng l i sh  per iod  a s  a r e s p o n s i b l e  house- 

ho lde r .  He was a  judge i n  t h e  c o u r t  when he d i e c ,  1675, and h i s  

h e i r s  owned t h e  p rope r ty  i n  1678. The next  ovner D r  occuran t  

mentioned i s  Adam Ealdr idge ,  whcr had I t  some t ime b e f o r e  1704, 

when i n  t h e  s a l e  of t h e  T i l e  house n e x t  door t o  t h e  sou th ,  i t  i s  

desc r ibed  as " l a t e l y  belonging n t o  him. -411 t h e  deeds indexed 

f o r  B d m  Baldr idge ,  a r e  c i t e d  a s  i n  Book R, which no longe r  ex-  

ists. 

Der r ick  A l b e r t s e n ' s  bus iness  o r  t r a d e  has not  been found, bu t  

i tems i n  t h e  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of h i s  e s t a t e ,  

t oge the r  wi th  t h a t  of  Martin Rosemont, who d ied  t h e  same yea r ,  

i n d i c a t e  j o i n t l y  owned p r o p e r t i e s  by Albe r t s en  and Rosemont. 

Rosemont a t  t h e  t ime  o f  h i s  d e a t h  l i v e d  in  what is now t h e  back 

p a r t  of t h e  Colby house on Oelaware S t r e e t .  That A lbe r t s en  and 

Rosemont may have had a b u s i n e s s  i n  which they  used a wharf on 

t h e  water l o t  border ing  on Harmony S t r e e t ,  now #57 and #59, is 

con jec tu re ,  bu t  may have been t r u e .  Harmony S t r e e t  i s  c a l l e d  

' the s t r e e t  t o  t h e  f r e e  wharfft i n  t h e  warrant  f o r  t h i s  bank l o t  

t o  Roeloff  deKaes i n  1701. The f r e e  wharf, mentioned c a s u a l l y  

i n  1701, may have been t h e r e  f o r  many y e a r s ,  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  p r i -  

v a t e  wharf on t h i s  p roper ty .  



The l o t ,  600' deep i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  a long  Harmony S t r e e t ,  

was 60'  wide on t h e  S t rand .  Hoeloff  deHaes, son of Johanries and 

grandson of t h e  f i r s t  Roeloff  deHaes v,ho came v ~ i t h  S tuyvesan t  

a t  t h e  t ime of b u i l d i n g  F o r t  Casimir i n  1651, was prominent and 

prosperous  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and cas probably a merchant. Roe- 

l o f f ,  whose occupat ion has  no t  been found i n  t h e  r eco rds ,  d i ed  

i n  1716. For a deb t  a g a i n s t  h i s  e s t a t e  t h e  bank l o t  was s o l d  

i n  1717 t o  Samuel Loman,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  G r .  P a t r i c k  R e i l l y ,  t o  

whom a conveyance was made by Lowman t h e  fo l lowing  year ,  f o r  

180 pounds, 50 s h i l l i n g s .  D r .  R e i l l y ,  prominent as a phys i c i an ,  

e v i d e n t l y  bought a s  i n  investment ,  and l e a s e d  t h e  water  l o t  and 

h wharf. The conveyance s t a t e s :  "with houses ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  wharves" 

e t c .  "as i n  t h e  wi th in  w r i t t e n  inden tu re" ,  bu t  t h e  l a t t e r  inden-  

t u r e  is  not  inc luded  he re ,  nor i n  any of  t h e  deed volumes searched.  

The f e r r y  ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r ,  mentioned l a t e r  as  n i r r e g u l a r l y  

k e p t n ,  may have opera ted  from t h e  wharf of t h i s  water  l o t  from 

t h e  t ime of k l b e r t s e n  and Rosemont ( s e e  condensed summary of 

wharves, p i e r s  and f e r r i e s ) .  The l e a s e  t o  f e r r y  o p e r a t o r s  and 

s i t e  f o r  a  shop, may have i n t e r e s t e d  George Monro, g l a z i e r ,  who 

bought t h e  water l o t  a long  with  t h e  p r o p e r t y  on t h e  oppos i t e  

s i d e  of the S t r and  i n  1726. Through Monro's daugh te r ,  Mary, who 

married Dr.  James McCallmont, t h e  p r o p e r t y  came I n t o  possess ion  

of D r .  James McCallmont, a f t e r  t h e  dea th  of george uonro Sr . ,  i n  

1796. 



A t  t h i s  time, t h e  bank l o t  had on i t ,  on t h e  site of $57, 

t he  o ld  e s t a b l i s h e d  f e r r y  house, a l s o  2 s t o r e  house, s t a b l e ,  

sheds ,  e t c .  a t  t h e  back, on Harmony S t r e e t ,  and the  viharf' at t ne  

r i v e r .  

I n  t he  Delaaare and Eas t e rn  Shore Adver t i sey ,  liay 8, 1797, 

Mary Ann Thompson a d v e r t i s e s  t h a t  she has  "moved t o  t h e  old es- 

t ab1  ished r 'erry-house, l a t e l y  occupied by Yr. Samuel Xovrn, where 

she in t ends  t o  keep a good sup2ly of l i q u o r s ,  and every th ing  

necessary  t o  accommodate t r a v e l e r s . "  

D r .  James LfcCallrnont secured s o l e  r i g h t  t o  ope ra t e  t h e  

f e r r y  f o r  twenty yea r s  from 1801, provided he b u i l t  a new wharf 

t o  extend 115 f e e t  f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  wi th  a s l i p  beside it. 

I n  t h e  a c t  con fe r r ing  t h i s  l i c e n s e  t h e  s i t e  i s  descr ibed  as "at 

t h e  b r i c k  h o u s ~  and vrharf.. . . .commonly c a l l e d  t h e  old  f e r ry . .  . . . 
formerly  of George M o n r ~ . ~  I n  1811, McCallmont r ece ived  an ex- 

t ens ion  of  t e n  y e a r s  t o  h i s  r i g h t  t o q e r a t e  t h e  f e r r y ,  upon h i s  

proposal  t o  extend t h e  wharf s t i l l  f u r t h e r  t o  overcome t h e  i n -  

t e r f e r e n c e  of t h e  growing mud f l a t  w i t h  l and ing  a t  low t i d e .  

The p rope r ty  remained i n  the  McCallmont fami ly ,  except f o r  a 

two-year i n t e r v a l ,  1827-29, dur ing t h e  s e t t l i n g  of D r .  James 

McCallmontls e s t a t e  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  h e i r s  - u n t i l  1853, 

when George F in ley  McCallmont s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  James and 

Samuel Truas f o r  $1,200. I n  1859, t h e s e  owners d iv ided  t h e  prop- 

e r t y ,  each t a k i n g  one ha l f .  The two ad jo in ing  b r i c k  houses on t h e  
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south two- thirds  of the  60' l o t  were b u i l t  a f t e r  t h i s  year ,  #57 

and #59, the  remainder of the  p l o t  along Harrnony S t r g e t  f o r  a 

d i s t ance  back o f  t h e  house being l e f t  vacant and probably f o r  

use a s  garden as i t  i s  now. 

In many conveyances by deed or w i l l  between the  members of 

severa l  generat ions of the Truss f m i l y ,  the  property,  60' x 

600' i s  divided i n t o  res idence  p l o t s  - house and garden - with 

the  wharf and c o m e r c i a l  p l o t s  behind them, or  a t t ached  t o  one 

of them. These back l o t s  conta in  besides the  wharf or wharves, 

a  ngranuaryn(?) ,  sheds,  s t a b l e s ,  and o f f  ice .  

Rosanna, widow of Samuel Truss ,  together  with o ther  h e i r s  

of Samuel Truss,  i n h e r i t e d  #57. Rosanna had a window and a g a t e  

opening from the  back of  her  house i n t o  a  s t r i p  25' wide t h a t  

ran behind #59 out  t o  Harmony S t r e e t ,  i n  1892, when she  so ld  

a l l  of he r  h a l f  p a r t  i n  #59 t o  Thomas L. Truss f o r  $2,000, i n-  

cluding t h e  bu i ld ings  and wharves, j u s t  mentioned, running 

ac ross  t h e  back of the  whole 60' breadth. 

The whole property #57 and #59 came i n t o  t h e  possession of  

John Taylor i n  the  e a r l y  19001s,  and both p r o p e r t i e s  were known 

a f t e r  Tay13r1s dea th  as t h e  John Taylor E s t a t e  3 
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