
River Side of t h e  Strand between 
Delaware and Harmony S t r e e t s  

8-8 and B-9: Opposite t h e  Read House and Garden 
Present  Owner: Mrs. . P h i l i ~  Lai rd  

I n  confirming t h e  o r i g i n a l  120' p l o t  on the west s i d e  of the  

Strand opposi te  t h e  south  120' of t h e  present  L a i r d  r i v e r  l o t ,  

Governor Lovelace i n  1672, r e c i t e d  t h a t  p a r t  of i t  had been 

granted t o  I saac  Tayne Sr . ,  on September 27, 1655 by p e t e r  Stuy- 

vesant.  This i s  one of t h e  few gran t s  by Stuyvesant made a t  t h e  

time he recaptured Fort  Casimir from t h e  Swedes, t h a t  g ives  t h e  

d a t e  of t h e  month. A recording of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Dutch pa ten t  must 

have been before Governor Lovelace, o r  h i s  proper ty  commissioners, 

when t h e  English deed was wr i t t en .  Tayne, i n  t h e  meantime had 

bought a d d i t i o n a l  ground adjo in ing ,  from Foppe Jansen Outhout, 

and t h e  deed of 1671 was f o r  120'  between Bernard Ekon and Hen- 

d r i c k  Jansen Van Jeveren. 

The son and h e i r  of I saac  Tayne, I s a a c  Tayne Jr. t raded 90' 

of t h i s  p l o t  t o  Ephraim Herman i n  1680, f o r  a p l o t  down t h e  Strand,  

and Herman secured t h e  remaining 30' from Johannes deHaes who had 

bought i t  a t  publ ic  s a l e .  There was a house on t h e  nor th  60' of 

t h e  p l o t  and one on t h e  south  60' i n  1669; both probably b u i l t  i n  

t h e  Dutch per iod ,  t h e  nor thern  one Foppe Jansenls .  The copy of 

t h e  confirmation t o  Tayne, da ted  i n  t h e  deed record ,  1670, has  

an added c lause ,  "and a bank l o t  on t h e  Strand,"ndicating t h a t  

whoever recorded t h e  pa ten t  recognized t h a t  the  r i g h t  t o  t h e  use  

of t h e  r i v e r s i d e  i n  f r o n t  of S t rand p r o p e r t i e s  went with t h e  grant 
t of the west s i d e  land. 



For Ephraim Herman's ownership and use  of water l o t s  B-8 and 

B-9, s e e  t h e  condensed summary on P i e r s ,  Vharves, and P e r r i e s .  

Following Ephraim' s d e a t h  abcu t 1690, h i s  widow E l i z a b e t h ,  who ac-  

qui red  t h e  whole of t h e  proper ty  by purchase  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n -  

law's sha re   a as per us Herman, t he  second of t h e  on ly  two sons  of 

Bugustine Herman), mar r ied  John Donaldson, a prosperous  merchant 

of New C a s t l e  with i n t e r e s t s  up and down t h e  r i v e r  and i n  kary land .  

By t h e  same a n c i e n t  ceremony of t u r f  and twig ,  by which Willian 

Penn r ece ived  t i t l e  t o  a l l  t h e  l and  of t h e  Delaware Count ies ,  John 

(and E l i zabe th? )  Donaldson s o l d  t o  Rober t  French i n  1701, a l a r g e  

house on t h e  west  s i d e  p l o t  on t h e  S t r and  (wi th  r i g h t s  of t h e  water  

l o t ) .  The deed r e c i t e s  tha t  John Donaldson " d i d  by t u r f e  and twigg 
w 

and by lock  and key g i v e  possess ion  of  h i s  dwel l ing  house (and l o t s )  

a t  New c a s t l e u  t o  Rober t  French, Rober t  French was an a t t o r n e y ,  

a merchant and a l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n ,  g r e a t l y  depended upon by Viilliam 

Penn, Penn gave French t h e  l e g a l  conf i rmat ion  t o  h i s  bank l o t ,  

B-8 and B-9, 120'  x 600' i n  1701. 

Following Rober t  F rench ' s  dea th  i n  1713, h i s  widow marr ied  

Robert  Qordon, ano ther  prominent merchant,  who d o u b t l e s s  used t h e  

" f r o n t  o r  bank l o t  with t h e  improvements thereon n which Rober t  

French l e f t  t o  h i s  wife f o r  h e r  l i f e t i m e .  Her son ,  David French 

i n h e r i t e d  it, and as he had no c h i l d r e n ,  h i s  s i s t e r  Ka the r ine ' s  

c h i l d r e n  and t he i r  deecendents ,  t h e  Maxwell's, ~ y k e s '  and P a t t e n ' s .  

A t  an early p e r l o d  t h e r e  was a dwel l ing ,  o r  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  on 

the- S t r and  s i d e  of t h e  120'  bank l o t  nex t  t o  #33. In a deed of 



L 

conveyance f o r  t h e  s i t e  of #33 i n  1793,  t h a t  s i t e  is  bounded t o  

t h e  no r th  wi th  t h e  l o t . .  ... of Wi l l i en  h1axwel1, "whereon a house 

formerly s tood."  T r a d i t i o n  has  i t  t h a t  heavy s torms washed away 

t h e  "improvements" on t h i s  bank l o t ,  wharf o r  l and ing  p l a t fo rm 

being washed down t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  time of George Read S r .  %hen 

George Read S r . ,  j u s t  before  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1798, bought t h e  house 

on t h e  S t rand  i n  which he had l i v e d  f o r  many yea r s ,  t h e  purchase 

inc luded  t h e  120 '  bank l o t  oppos i te .  

So far no r eco rd  has  been found i n  t h i s  s e a r c h  t o  i n d i c a t e  

any commercial use  of t h i s  p l o t  i n  t h e  t ime of George Read S r .  

and George Read J r . ,  o t h e r  t han  the  t y i n g  up of small v e s s e l s  
u 

dur ing  t h e  t ime the  wharf was t h e r e .  The water  came much c l o s e r  

t o  shore  t han  now. A f t e r  p i e r s  were b u i l t  i n  t h i s  p a r t  of the 

harbor ,  mud f l a t s  f i l l e d  i n  some of t h e  p r e s e n t  a r e a  and t h e  r e s t  

h a s  been f i l l e d  i n  over  t h e  succeeding y e a r s  and a s t r o n g  s e a  

wall b u i l t .  

After t h e  dea th  o f  George Read I1 i n  1836, t h e  bank l o t  prop- 

e r t y  was i n  t h e  possess ion  o f  h i s  h e i r s  and execu to r s ,  u n t i l  1846, 

when William T. Read was au tho r i zed  by the  Orphan's Court  t o  s e l l  

t h e  Read mansion house and garden t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  bank l o t  oppos i te .  

The purchaser  was W i l l i a m  Couper, son of D r .  James Cooper, S r .  The 

bank l o t  extended 120 '  on t h e  S t rand  from #33, then l a t e  o f  James 

McCullough and t h e  former #47 ( s i n c e  removed by t h e  l a t e  P h i l i p  
w 

Lai rd . )  The dep th  was 600' i n t o  the  r i v e r .  



From t h e  h e i r s  o f  Xilliam Couper, t h e  p r o p e r t y  on b o t h  s i d e s  

af the S t r a n d  was bought  i n  by Xrs. P h i l i p  L a i r d ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  

owner. 


