
S i t e  of t h e  Bedford 6nd Kc'Yilliam Houses 
#6 and #8 The S t r and ;  #6 now owned by 
Krs. Jenn ie  K .  Gar r i son .  #8 by h e i r s  

o f  E l i z a b e t h  S t a h l  h : c ~ n t i r e  
( 3 2 e  :'hot0 #14 and 1 5 )  

The e a r l i e s t  known Dutch owner of p a r t  of t h i s  p l o t  vras Elzr- 

t i n  G e r r i t s e n .  Soon a f t e r  t h e  3 n g l i s h  came (1664), Sercean t  John 

Er sk in  (Askev;, Arsk in)  was g iven  a p l o t  h e r e ,  conf i m e d  by Govsr- 

nor F ranc i s  Lovelace i n  1669 a s  " a  c e r t a i n  house and garden" now 

i n  h i s  t e n u r e  and occupa t ion ,  bounded by Johr. Eenry 's  f ence  on t h e  

n o r t h  and X a r t i n  G e r r i t s e n ' s  f e n c e  on t h e  south.  X a r t i n  and John 

had secured from Governor Richard X i c o l l s  i n  1667, conf i rmat ion  of 

t h e i r  j o i n t  ownership, w~ith two o t h e r s ,  i n  a p l a n t a t i o n  nea r  Chr i s -  

t i n a  Creek. I t  i s  l i k e l y  tha t  t h i s  S t r and  p l o t  a l s o  was j o i n t l y  + 
owned, f o r  a deed of  conf i rmat ion  t o  Hendrick Jansen f o r  t h i s  p l o t ,  

62-1/2' on t h e  S t r and  by 108'  deep tovard  t h e  Green, i n  1675, r e -  

c i t e s  that  J ansen  bought h a l f  from E a r t i n  G e r r i t s e n  and t h e  o t h e r  

half from John Askew ( s e e  sumnary of "Burnt Lot" - 0-1). 

The Hendrick Jansen  who bought t h i s  s i t e  has n o t  been pos i-  

t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  by the  c r e s e n t  s ea rch .  There were t h r e e  Hen- 

d r i c k  Jansens  i n  t he  Dutch per iod .  h e  was Hendrick Jansen Van 

Jeveren  (from J e v e r )  who owned t h e  s i t e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  garden 

n o r t h  of t h e  Eead house be fo re  1667 and secured a p a t e n t  f o r  i t  

from t h e  Engl i sh .  Two Hendrick Jansens  were r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l a r g e  

J a n ~ e n  f a m i l y  that omned p l o t s  i n  Swannyck and e lsewhere  and who 

L i n t e r m a r r i e d  with t h e  J acque t  and o t h e r  Dutch f a m i l i e s .  I n  1680 

a Hendrick Jansen  marr ied the  widow o f  J u r i a n  Jansen of  Swanwyck 
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and abou t  t h i s  tirue t h e  house on t h e  L t r ~ n d  on t h i s  site was o C -  

cup ied  by J a n  Henbr icksen,  who accord ing  t o  n m e  custoz sf tke 
r n r  

Dutch a t  t h a t  p e r i o d  aas probab ly  Eenciriclr J a n s e n ' s  son. i n e  

p r o p e r t y  ~ i o s  f i n e l l y  i n h e r i t e d  by Hendrick Jznseril s dbughter  , 
Johacna.  She  n a r r i e d  a npn xhose x i m e  i s  no t  s c c u r a t e l y  dec iphe r -  

able i n  tho  r e c o r d s  but l o o k s  l i k e  "l:t. Sur''. J a h a ~ n a  and S a m e 1  

nllt. Burt' s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1 7 6 3  t o  Thonas T r e s s e  Sr.  of Fh i l a -  

d e l p h i a ,  ironmonger. The c h i l d r e n  o f  T r e s s e  S r .  s o l d  t h e  house 

and l o t  t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  ~ a t e r  o r  "bask l o t "  on t h e  R i v e r  s i d e  o f  

t h e  S t r a n d  t o  D r .  Samuel bionkton of  F h i l z d e l p h i a ,  f o r  74  pounds. 

l!onktonls wife and son s o l d  t o  John Van 33ezell of  iiew C a s t l e  in 

1723  f o r  7 5  pounds. The ther  t h e  F h i l a d e l p h i a n s  who between J a n -  

s e n ' s  t ine and Van G e z e l l ' s ,  owned t h i s  s i t e  of two h i s t o r i c  Eew 

C a s t l e  houses ,  l i v e d  i n  them o r  r e s i d e d  i n  iGew C a s t l e  i s  n o t  c e r-  

t a i n ,  but the J a n s e n ' s  a n d  Van E e z e l l ' s  were c l o s e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  v i t h  

New C a s t l e  and t h e  su r round ing  coun t ry .  John  Van Crezell i s  a "sad- 

l e r n  i n  an  e a r l y  i nden tu r e ,  and a nshopkeeper l l  t h roughou t  most of 

h i s  p roper ty- buy ing  and s e l l i n g  t o  t h e  t ime  o f  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1783. 

He was t h e  son of Ger t rude  Van Geze l l  who &as e 7t:idow i n  New C a s t l e  

i n  1717 when J o h n ' s  b r o t h e r ,  C o r n e l i u s ,  made a w i l l  i n  h e r  f avo r .  

Tha t  John Van G e z e l l l s  house i n  1729 wes on t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  

"Bedford house" ,  #6 t h e  S t r a n d ,  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  mortgage t o  

Richard  Graf ton t h a t  y e a r  o f  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  of t h e  l o t ,  which is  ,.- d e s c r i b e d  as between h i s  t h e n  ~ r e s e n t  dwe l l i ng  and  t h e  house  a n d  
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u 

l o t  a d j o i n i n g  h i s  tc!hole , r roper t j7  t o  t:?e n g r t k .  T!iere ;.cs z . t  t h e  

t i n e  a house on t h i s  ricrth r5irt. OC the lct ; ,  c i t e  o f  i r 8  Tile Ltrarid, 

t h z t  nay have been,  o r  have i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  t h a  ee . r ly  houz5  of r a n -  

s e n ' s  t i n e ,  1675.  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  1G75, t h e  bzck - a r t  .2r the  p r e s -  

e n t  2olby house,  $110 C e l u s s r e  L::.trt.et, :;:;as, b u l l . 7  s i t h  t h e  same 

type  of  f ounda t i on  zlasonry. 

Correlation of t h s  con t cnpc rc ry  r e c o r d s  s7 .qges ts  t h e t  Van 

Geze l l  f i r s t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house or, t h e  s i t e  o f  ::8, 2nd t h a t  be- 

tween 1723  and  1730 he  b u i l t  o r  r e b u i l t  a d  e n l s r g e d  ;t6 and 

moved i n t o  i t .  Be c l e a r e d  t h e  1729 mortgage an arAd i n  1733 

s o l d  the n o r t h  25'  o f  h i s  p l o t  r r i t h  t h e  house on i t  t o  Henry 

C Gonne o f  N e w  C a s t l e ,  shopkeeper.  H e x y  Gonne r e s  p robab ly  t h e  

son  o r  grandson o f  i,Ioses D'Gonne - ~ h o  ovined t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  T i l e  

house i n  1678. See  T i l e  houea s u m a r y  and t i t tached Orig .  $8. 

A t  t h a t  p e r i o d  when Van Geze l l  and Zonne l i v e d  i n  $6 an6 $8, 

t h e  ground o f  t h i s  p z r t  o f  t k e  S t r a n d  ~ ! s s  h i g h  snd t h e  doorways 

were c l o s e  t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  L a t e r  g r sd ing  exposed t h e  ba sezen t  i~a l l s  

and made t h e  p r e s e n t  h i g h  s t o o p s  nece s sa ry .  

John Van Geze l l  may have had h i s  sadcile s h o p  a t  tke back  o f  

h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  bu t  no t  on Second k t r e e t  f o r  he e a r l y  s o l d  2f f  t h e  

back 100 f s e t  i n  two p l o t s  t o  biester S l e n  and Jghn  LfcGhee. (sea 

Second S t r e e t  s u m a r i e s . )  But i t  i s  n o r e  l i k e l y  thst  t h e  shop 

sae a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  on h i s  "bank l o t ' '  ru:ining do;l:r. t o  t h e  r i v e r .  
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s i n c e  John Van G e z e i l ,  by t h e  a v a i l a b l e  e v i d e n c e ,  e i t h e r  

b u i l t  $6 t h e  Str:?nd :?.:. 2 ner:. h o i i s o  be.tl;;ar-n 1723 s 3 d  17219 o r  r e -  

Sui1.t  t h e  o r i g i r i s l  h ~ u s 2  on t h e  s i t s  then  o r  l 5 t e r  end l i v e d  cn 

t h e  S t r a n d  p l o t  s i x t y  yes.rs  z2t i l  his d e ~ t h  h e r e  in i 7 8 3 ,  t h e  

house  cou ld  f i t t i n g l y  be c ~ l l e . : j  t h e  -Jan G5ze l i  house r 6 - t h e r  t h a n  

- 
t h e  :'Gunning a e d f o r d  h3use''. Govsrnor  2 e d f o r d ' s  r e s i d e n c e  v;zs 

h e r e  < w i n g  the  y e s r  h e  s e r v e d  <2s governgr ,  1796-7,  k t  ho?i l o n g  

b e f o r a  t h c t  hzs n2 t  b-.erl d e t e r n i n e d .  So far i n  t h i s  s e z r c h ,  

John Van Bezel1  has  n o t  beec found t o  have  h e l d  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  

Ee was a warden o f  I ,m~anue l  Church f o r  s e v e r a l  t e r m  and a :.:it- 

n e s s  a t  C o u r t  t o  p r o ~ e r t y  i n d e n t u r e s .  The Van G e z e l l ' s  viera of 

Cutch  a n c s s t r y  as i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  scrname,  and i n  t h e  will of  

John's S r o t h s r  C o r n e l i u s ,  J o h n ' s  name i s  w r i t t s n  Johannes .  

3 e t n e e n  t h e  b e q u e s t  o f -t h i s  p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  d a u g h t e r  G e r t r u d e  

i n  1783,  and t h e  ownership o f  i t  by George Aead I1 i n  1802 o r  

1803  when C a l e b  P. B e n n e t t  l e a s e d  ( ? )  o r  bought  (7) i t  and e s -  

t a b l i s h e d   hi^ Delaware h o t e l ,  no c e r t a i n  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  house n a ~  

. - 
been fcund.  h e t h e r  i t  was l e & s e d  o r  o n e d  by Gunning Z e d f o r d  who 

m a r r i e d  t h e  s i s t e r ,  iJary, o f  George Resa,  t h e  s i g n e r ,  h a s  n o t  been 

d i s c o v e r e d .  The house  and l o t  a t  #I14  L e l a n a r e  S t r e e t  r ~ h i c h  a l s o  
l e f t  

was/by Van ; e z e l l  t o  his d a u g h t e r  G e r t r u d e ,  was soon a f t e r w a r d  re-  

f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  p r o p e r t y  of  George Lecd, who xzs e x e c u t o r  of t h e  

w i l l .  T h i s  ; ; roper ty  a l s o  may ha.ve be longed  t o  ~Seorge  LSead s c o n  

a f t e r  1783. When t h e  r e c o r d s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p a p e r s  o f  t h e  7 i i l l s  
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of Van S e z e l l  and G e o r ~ e  Xead can be examine0 t h e  problem nag Se 

reso lved;  o r  t h e  c l a r i f y i n g  i n d e n t i r e s  ney be l o s t  i n  tnose 3 e -  

c o r d e r ' s  books t h a t  were destroyed. by f i 1 . u .  

CaleS Bennet t ,  p r o c r i e t o r  of t h e  Le1a~;tire Hote l ,  l z t e r  be- 

cane governor of the  s t a t e ,  1633-Z85. Ee i s  saia t o  have been d e-  

votedly l o y a l  t o  h i s  Quaker f z i t h ,  a l tkough he wore r u f f l e d  s h i r t s ,  

knee b r i t c h e s  2nd s i l v e r  shoe buckles  sll h i s  l i f ' e ,  

e 

T 
The house was owned a n d  used e s  t he  "rmers Bank between 1016 

and 1852, ahen t h e  bank moved t o  the  nevi bu i ld ing  on t h e  corner  s i t e  

ad jo in ing ,  The house had cont inued es a  dwel l ing  dur ing i t s  use  as 

a bank. ilne of i t s  occupants c a s  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a t t o r n e y ,  Andrew 

C. Gray, f a t h e r  of the  l a t e  eminent l a ~ e r ,  s ta tesman and judge, 

George Gray of Xilmington, Andrev: C.  Sray had h i s  law o f f i c e  i n  a 

small b r i ck  bu i ld ing  on 3elaware S t r e e t ,  west of t h e  bank bu i ld ing .  

Or ig ina l  P l o t  - 2 - >!orth Tart, 
now #8 ,  owned by t h e  h e i r s  of 

Georne and E l i zabe th  S t a h l  McInt i re  

(This  s ea rch  has been so un-rewarding t o  da t e ,  1;overnber 16, 

t h a t  t h e  d a t a  is being kep t  i n  no te  form i n  t h e  hope of f u r t h e r  

d i scove r i e s ,  J .E. ) 
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Both of t h e s e  houses  (#6 and ki8 The ~ t r " m d !  a r e  I n  good 

g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n  and shou ld  be k e p t  i n t a c t  a n d  p r o t s c t a d  a g a i n s t  

f u t u r e  defacement  o r  removal.  bone v e r y  minor a l t e r a t i o n s  z i g h t  

be s u g g e s t a d  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y ,  s u c h  as door ,  ~{indow o r  dormer 

d e t a i l s  t h a t  n i g h t  prove  t o  be o f  l a t e  des i3n .  


