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#JJO - Colbv House 
nor  owned and used as a r e s idence  by Miss Ruth Colby 

See Photos No. 36 and 36-8 

Summary: The f i rs t  house mentioned on t h e  s i t e ,  was "new-buil t"  

h e n  Martin Rosemont moved i n t o  i t  i n  1675. Rosemont had been a 

s a l a r i e d  man, working f o r  c o u n c i l l o r  Cleyn i n  t h e  Dutch per iod ;  

he was a l s o  "deacon o r  master  o f  t h e  poor" and a warden of t h e  

Dutch church and "gentleman1'. The house, t h e  back p a r t  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  house, is mentioned i n  connect ion with succes s ive  changes 

of ownership: Rosemontls h e i r s  t o  John Cann, Cann t o  John White, 

White t o  Robert  Turner ,  Turner t o  ~ d w a r d ~ l a k e .  These men were 

"gentlemenn, o f f i c i a l s  o r  a t t o r n i e s .  

Edward Blake, Jr. i n h e r i t e d  by w i l l  of  h i s  f a t h e r  i n  1696. 
0 

+ Blake Jr., e v i d e n t l y  a minor a t  t h e  t ime,  was a %ord ra ine r "  i n  

1723, having t h e  house and a shop on t h e  s i t e .  He s e l l s  t h e  prop- 

e r t y  i n  1730 t o  John Richardson, prosperous merchant and t r a d e r ,  

l i v i n g  a t  C h r i s t i a n a  Bridge.  There is no i n d i c a t i o n  that  Richard-  

son l i v e d  h e r e ,  o r  a t  #I14 which he  had bought i n  1725. Both 

p r o p e r t i e s  had houses which may have been r e n t e d  t o  boatmen o r  

o t h e r s  who looked a f t e r  ~ i c h a r d s o n ' s  consignments a t  New C a s t l e .  

No inden tu re s  o r  w i l l s  have been found tha t  throw any l i g h t  on 

Richardson 's  d i sposa l  of t h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  bu t  i n  1749, when t h e  ad- 

jo in ing  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  west ,  fo rmer ly  ~ i c h a r d s o n ' s ,  is s o l d ,  t h e  

indenture  shows that  Zachariah VanLeuvenigh owned t h e  Colby house. 

I n  1765, when Zachariah VanLeuvenigh bought a t  s h e r r i f  s a l e  

t he  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t ha t  i s  known by h i s  name (now of J. D. 

Bush) t h e  Colby house s i t e  was " l a t e  o f  Rober t  Dyre, deceased.* 



D 
(?ha Colby house,  con t inued)  

The VanLeuvenighs, Dyres and t h e  Hussey fami ly  who owned t h e  

Colby and VanLeuvenigh properties f o r  many y e a r s ,  were c l o s e l y  

r e l a t e d  and some o f  them l i v e d  I n  t h e  Colby house. None of  t h e  

occupat ions  of those  l i v i n g  i n  # l lO up t o  t h i s  time a r e  given i n  

indentures  and records .  No r eco rds  i n  connect ion with subsequent 

owners g ive  evidence t h a t  t h e  house was o t h e r  than a r e s idence ,  but 

a s  merchants, innkeepers  and a ca rpen te r  a r e  among then,  t h e r e  may 

have been t r a d e  o r  workshops connected with i t  a t  t h a t  t ime,  prob- 

ab ly  i n  t h e  back. No sugges t ion  h a s  been gained from the inden tu re s  

and o t h e r  r e c o r d s  examined, as t o  t h e  b u i l d e r  of t h e  main p a r t  of  

t h e  house o r  i t s  da t e .  There was a r c h i t e c t u r a l  op in ion  a t  t h e  

t ime i t  was baing r e p a i r e d  f o r  t h e  p re sen t  owner, t h a t  t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  main house was of  t h e  f i rs t  decade o r  two of t h e  

e igh teen th  century.  

a l l 0  was r e n t e d  t o  George Read I1 i n  1787 soon a f t e r  h i s  

marriage.  Zachariah VanLeuvenigh l e f t  t h i s  house t o  h i s  wife  f o r  

h e r  l i f e t i m e ,  and a f t e r  h e r  dea th  t o  h i s  son  George. 

Conclusion: Undoubtedly, #I10 has been a dwel l ing f o r  most 

of i t s  h i s t o r y ,  w i  thou t  commercial a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing  i t s e l f .  

-I--- Deta i l ed  h i s t o r y  on f i l e - - - - -  
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(The Colby house, cont inued)  

The house is  in good c o n d i t i o n  a t  p r e s e n t  and c o n t a i n s  very 

i n t e r e s t i n g  paneled chimney p i e c e s ,  co rn i ces  and c h a i r  ra i ls .  

The e a r l y  wing t o  t h e  r e a r  is  on a lower l e v e l  and with very  low 

c e i l i n g s ,  and i t s  much c ruder  d e t a i l  I n d i c a t e s  i t s  e a r l y  o r i g i n .  




