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~ r i n e ~ :  Preservation and restoration is in the intereet of 4- 
the community as a whole. Each aspect of the Report shall be writ- 

ten as if it contributed toward an opportunity rather than served 

as a requirement for something which eventually would be for greater 

use to others than to the person immediately involved. Bvery change 

or alteration carried out within the area will, if uncontrolled, 

probably lead to greater ultimate expenae, 

Hietorical interest should be considered, for the purpose of 

this Report, as centered only in New Castle, The purpose of the 

enterprise ie to focus this historical interest in the minds of an 

ever-increasing American public. Pride of possession and pride of 

maintenance are the two attitudes which must be fostered within the 

. Town. The citizenry will be called upon rather to preserve and to 

a maintain than to recon6truot. 

First atepe in reconstruction would follow acquisition of land 

under circumetances which would avoid all appearance of pressure on 

local prejudicee and sentiments. Thus, the purchaee of a building 

by the Foundation might precede by a number of years any definite 

change in the appearance of it, so accustoming the Town to the 

process of land and property acquisition, 

Every conceivable means should be fostered and invented to 

produce an atmosphere in the T o m  receptive of this movement. The 

firet prerequisite is an attitude on the part of those in control 

of the Foundation which s h h l  be so dedicated to the first principle 

above that they or their aesistants will always, feeling that atti- 

tude, foster a recognition of it. 



2. 

The most p r a c t i c a l  approach t o  the ma jo r i ty  of  l and  ormere 

- whose i n t e r e s t  is no doubt p r imar i ly  one o f  p r i v a t e l y  conducting 

t h e i r  bus ines ses  and maintaining the p r ivacy  of  t h e i r  homes w i l l  k 

toward a demonstrat ion of t h e  bona f i d e  i n t e n t i o n  of  t h e  Foundation. 

Piecemeal purchases w i l l  help.  By an awakening o f  t h e  Town t o  t h e  

f a e t  that inc reas ing  v i s i t # # s  by i n t e r e s t e d  o u t s i d e r s  w i l l  b r ing  

far more b e n e f i t s  t han  perhaps they  could normally expect. Cer- 

t a i n l y  increased  v i a i t o r s  b r i n g s  increased  t r ade .  The same inc rease  

however might conceivably v i o l a t e  the p r ivacy  of houses and gardens.  

Experience has shown that t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  be der ived  from t h e  former 

a r e  far g r e a t e r  than any s a c r i f i c e  accru ing  from t h e  l a t t e r .  

Hence, it is suggested that  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  an h o t e l  o r  

motel i n  t h e  New C a s t l e  neighborhood be immediately considered.  

This would be an ho te l  which would be  designed t o  d e r i v e  income from 

a much wider p u b l i e  than  those  who would be  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  New Cas t l e .  I t  appears  that t h i s  a r e a  i s  l ack ing  i n  j u a t  such 

accommodations. The proximi ty  t o  Bilmington and t h e  na tu re  o f  t h e  

surroundings with a view t o  t h e  R i v e r  w i l l  combine t o  tempt i n v e s t o r s  

i n  such an e n t e r p r i s e .  

Without such an h o t e l  and a r e s t a u r a n t  a t t a c h e d  t h e r e t o  o r  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Tom se rv ing  good food, no a p p r a i s a l  could be made of 

t h e  success  of t h e  f'uture p o s s i b i l i t i e s  which a r e  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h i s  

Report.  A s topping  p l ace  i n  New C a s t l e  f o r  an  apprec i ab le  number o f  

people  i s  a primary n e c e s s i t y ,  Located a t  a d i s t a n c e  from t h e  h i s -  

t o r i c a l  c e n t e r ,  t h e  impact on t h e  Town could n o t  be otherwise  than  

f avorab le ,  The merchants would immediately f e e l  t h e  l i f t  and t h e  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of the people who, exper ience has shown, a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  

I n  such r e s t o r a t i o n s ,  w i l l  appeal  t o  t h e  householders  and garden 

l o v e r s  who a t  p re sen t  may fear encroachment on t h e i r  privacy.  The 



h o t e l  / ' would be the  enter ing  wedge. Not only would it bring i n t e r -  - es ted  v i s i t o r s ,  but  i t  might br ing  contr i t rut ing v i s i t o r s .  Obviously 

l o c a l  o r g m i z a t i o n e  would be ind iv idua l ly  o r  collectively canvassed, 

but always a f t e r  tho  p r inc ipa l  objectors are given a thorough indoc- 

t r i n a t i o n  i n  tho  p r i n c i p l e e  underlying the  en te rp r i eo ,  The announc- 

ment t o  these  groups should be more general  and broad than  p a r t i c u-  

lar, c a r e f u l  phraseology being previously prepared t o  cover the  ob- 

vioum question8 which would be asked i n  every ins tance;  quest ions 

which u s u a l l y  begin with, "What a r e  you going t o  do with my property?' 

It  has been t h e r e f o r e  decided i n  preparing t h e  Report c a r e f u l l y  t o  

regragate  from t h e  o l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of a ree to ra t ionw a11 bui ld ings  

which though s l i g h t l y  out  of charac ter  i n  detail ,  nevor the less  com- 

p r i s e  the  major i ty  of bui ldings,  which a f t e r  a l l  form the jus t i f i -  

c a t i o n  f o r  the  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  the  f i r e t  place. Thu8, moat of those  

- people whoee houses a r e  a l r eady  acceptable  i n  charac ter  would a t  

once bo assured that it l a  becauso of the  charac ter  which they have 

so  c a r e f u l l y  maintained t h a t  the  Town has i t s  value,  and that  t h e i r  

care  and maintenance and apprec ia t ion  has served a s  a background f o r  

a movement which is f o r  the  purpose of car ry ing  such maintenance long 

beyond t h e  per iod of their  l i v e s .  By such means it i s  poss ib le  t h a t  

a merchant whose house is thus c l a s e i f i e d  might  r e a d i l y  be the  first 

t o  propose that h i s  shop o r  business  be eventua l ly  made t o  conform 

with t h e  general  pa t t e rn .  Should euch an approach be successful ,  

example w i l l  take c a r e  of the  r e s t ,  provided of course such recon- 

s t r u c t i o n  would not  be beyond h i s  purse. I t  i s  here  that  precaut ion 

should be exercised i n  avoiding anything i n  the  na ture  of pressure .  

J u s t  as g i f t 8  from ou t s ide  muat a r i s e  from spontaneous i n t e r e s t ,  

80 it seems should a11 the  lmprovementa which a r e  t o  be paid f o r  

wi th in  t h e  Town by i t 8  inhabi tants .  



4. 

To aehieva soma of tha purpose8 a raaldent reprsrantativa of - 
the Foundation moat carefully ahosen end preferably well known to 

tho connnunity should be appolnted and sustained: A person who can 

anrwar questlonr raadilg, provida information speedily, and mix 

with the people with a aopstant eye to tha activitiee of the vari- 

o u  Town orgenizationa and the preparation of programs and publicity, 

A8 an exception to the suggerrtion above made that properties 

night be bought in generel at an appreciable time before recon- 

struction of the property ir undertaken, such a building a8 the old 

Dutch Tile House might be acquired with a view to producing one 

retonetruction which would be epeatacular and outstanding, which 

would be authentle and at the same time different from the generel 

type of building within the Town, A reetoration done at this 

time would stimulate wide circulation and have its effeat on outside 

donors, 


