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Introduction 

Cloud's Row, situated on Delaware Street of Historic New 

Castle, Delaware has undergone many changes in its 185 years of 

existence . Unfortunately, little was written or survives concerning 

Cloud's Row probably because it is not a focal point of New 

Castle, but it has proven to be an interesting study as many 

changes have been made through the years to suit its inhabitants. 

This study will focus on dwelling number 119, curr ently occupied 

by the row's longest resident, Mrs. Ann Fulmer . 

Harlan Cloud purchased the lot of twenty - five feet by one 

hundred feet in June of 1803 for $550 from John Wiley and his 

wife Olivia (Appendix 1). The property was in an ideal location , 

situated between the Court House and the wharf. Merchant Harlan 

Cloud made the land purchase for investment purposes . "Many 

row houses , like Cloud 's Row provided a suitable solution for 

land speculators building on long, narrow city lots (Natl.Reg. 
,, 

4) . 

The row of five dwellings was built some time between June 

o f 1803 and 1804 when the building appeared on the Latrobe 

survey (Appendix 2) . The Historid American Bui lding Survey notes 

that the ''row is interesting as it is one of the earliest examples 

of the row idea in Delaware city architecture ". Cloud ' s Row 

was ahead of its time in New Castle because it was not until 

after 1850 that many of this type structure were built (Natl .Reg. 

4) • 



Background on New Castle 

Between 1790 and 1805, New Castle experienced a high level 

of growth partially due to its prime locati o n between Washington 

and Philadelphia (To ro ). Much trade was generated from which 

merchants like Harlan Cloud benefitted . Also, Henry Latrobe was 

working on the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal plan which, when 

or i gina lly formulated would have make New Castle a major port 
> 

city. Later changes made to the planned canal routed it away 

from New Castle (Toro) . 

During this period of affluence, many buildings, includ ing 

Cloud ' s Row were bui l t . The row's location ne ar the court house 
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was ideal since many court lawyers needed housing. They "profited 

not onl y from New Castle's trade, but from Wilmington 's expansion 

and the increasing value of farms (Toro 5)." 

In 1881, the Court House moved to Wi l ming t on which had g r own 

much fa ster than New Castle. Wi thout the benefit of the canal 

or t he Court House , New Castl e ' s growth slowed , but the city 

continues to maintain its eignity to this day . 

Original Structure 

Cloud ' s Row was original l y a 3 1/2 story structure built 

one room deep at sixteen feet with cellar . The exterior of Flemish 

bond b r i c k work which alternated headers o r brick ends with 

stretchers o r long sides of brick, forme G an int e r es ting pat t e rn . 

Stone belt courses appear as bands of c ut stone which wr ap a round 

the building marking story cha nges . The exterior materials, 
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brick wa l ls and slate roof, were used because this style of row 

house o r iginated i n London after the Great F i re of 1666 (Richardson 

2). The style was called the Restoration London Housetype which 

was bui l t of inflammable materials to prevent such fires fr om 

occu rring again. 

Since the lots were only twenty- five feet deep and at an 
l 

angle to the street , there were only ten feet from the back door 

to the property edge1 and the floo r p l an had to be laid on a 

parallelo gram. Thi s meant no rooms would have right angles. 

This has cau sed s l ight variations in room dimensions that different 

resear chers have found. 

The service passage was accessible along the back c f the 

row unlike today ' s r ow houses where service access is located 

betwe en pai rs o f houses ( HABS )~ 

The interi o r had four fir eplaces locate d one p,er floor exc e pt 

t he attic l ev e l. It is i n t e r es ting tha t the second fl oor mantel 

is more orna te than t he fir s t floor ma nt e l. Acco r d ing to Mr s . 

Ful mer, many wo rkme n f o r Geor ge Read moonlighte d be c ause the 

Rea d' s h a d a slow cash flow problem. In o r der t o ma ke more mon ey 

unt i l pa y day, t he sk ille d workmen who built the Geo r ge Read h ous e 

d id proj e cts for oth er residents o f New Castle and crea t ed fin e 

mante ls in more humble home s s uc h a s Cl oud ' s Row. 

Changes Ma de 

Many cha n ges have bee n ma de to the r es i dence ·.c f .1 l9th o ugh few 

dates of the changes s urv ive . Some we r e a s bi g a s s tructura l 

addi ti ons whil e o the rs were a s sma l l as bricking a window . Be caus e 
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the c hanges c a n not be shown chronologicall y, this paper will 

order them from front to back of the house and from basement to 

attic. 

The basement was built with two doors - one ins ide leading 

into the first floor parlor and one entry from the street which 

prov i ded easy access to the kitchen, ori ginally located in the 

basement. A major traffic flow change occurred when t he street 

entrance into the basement was bricked (Fig . _ 1 and Fi g . 2) . 

The occupants may have bricked the 

exterior door when the kitchen was 

moved to the first floor. Only one 

house on Cloud's Row has retained 

the exterior entrance to the base-

ment (Fig. 3). According to Charles 

Lo ckwood, author of Bricks and 

Brownstone, dining as well as 

cooking was often done in the base-

ment. .From travel accounts he found 

that few people in the social class 

that lived in this type r ow house ever 

held formal dinner parties so there 

was no need for a separate dining 

room (Lockwood). Also, the narrow 

staircase to the first floor pro-

hibited carrying food to a first floor 

Fig. 1. Interior of 
bricked doorway, photo 
from Natl. Reg . pS 
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dining room. Dumb waiters were not an option at the time Cl oud' s 

Row was built because that feature did not arrive in the United 



Fig. 2 . Exterior of bricked entry to basement. 

Fig. 3 On ly remaining exterior basement entrance 
on Cloud's Row, photo from Natl. Reg pS. 
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States unti l the 1850 ' s ( Loclnrnod) . Sometimes, there was a 

front and b ack room in the basement, the front used as an office 

or nursery, but the limited space and single room in thi s row 

indicates only a kitchen. 

The baseme nt fireplace has been bricked as well , but ne i ghbo r 

Steve Martin of lzl Cloud ; s Row st i ll has the original open fire -

place (F i g. 4). Mrs. Fulmer ' s basement is currently used as a 

l aundry and furnace roomr the heating fuel having changed over 

the years from wood to coal to oil. 

-

Fig . 4 . Origina l kitchen fireplace in basement. 

In the bac k wall of the baseme nt is a window or possibly 

a coal r::h1 ; te· that ha s since been covered over and has three metal 

bars a ttached horizontally (Fig . 5). S t eve Mart i n of 121 Cloud's 

Row told of vagrants that had lived in hi s basement and had nailed 

the interior basement door shut. Th e bars may have been added 

to prevent t his from occurr i ng again . 



Fig. 5 . Barred basement window or coal chute . 

Perhaps the biggest transformation due to additions occurred when 

the row purchased an additional twenty-five f eet out back in 
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1869 (Richardson 2) and another room was added to the fi r s t floor. 

A por ch was added to the second floor . It c ou l d be considered 

a drastic change in terms of the room layout because it moved 

the functional area (kitchen ) of the dwelling closer to the soc ial 

a r ea (parlor) . It also shows the increased significance of din ing . 

Adding what could be considered a second parlor to t he first 

floor, it was then divided in half by a pseudo fireplace _ one: 

side used for dining a n d the other for a kitchen and bathroom . 

The addition changed the organization of domestic life as well 

as incres ing the acceptabi li ty of wor k areas . 

In 1868, r es i dent Wi ll iam Harris own ed both 117 and 119 

of Cloud ' s Row . His family was so large t hat they needed extra 

space so he made a doorway between the two fr ont parlors forming 



one l a rge house (Fig. 6) . This is evidenced in Beers At las of 

1868 which shows the two residences as one unit . 

~ 
i:·(·~·1 
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. ' ·1 

~ ---·-··;· .· 
..... . t.-~ __ ... :\._ ..... - ~; 

Fig. 6. Doorway cut between two front parlors. 

Another change that may be attributed to the combined residences 

is what appears to be a fireplace si tuated on the back wall of 

the kitchen and is partially in both residences. It has since 

been covered over, but the fl ue is still visible from the b ack 

exterior of the house (Fig. 7). 

A ques tion remains, why was a pseudo fireplace built to 

divide the kitchen and dining room? According to Mrs. Fulmer, 

its mantel wa s brought from Odessa and there may have been no 

other place to display it. Obviously, it is not functional 

because the fireplace is only one foot deep. 

Another previous owner, Albert Brumley installed a floor 

to ceiling mirror on the back wall of the front parlor to hide 

the window framing that was still visible from when it was an 

outer wall. Not onl y does the mirror aid in increasing the 

8 
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apparent size o f the parlor, it also seems to add further separation 

between the soc i a l and functional space. 

I 
II• 

Fig . 7. Exterior of second kitchen fireplace. 

The pantry appears to have been bui l t at the same time as 

the addition. However, Bruce Gordon, a restorer, reali zed that 

Mr . Patte r son, a previous owne~ had obta i ned platboard and bri~k 

from the same period as the dining/kitchen addi tion and used them 

to make the pantry ( F ig. 8 ) . 

A rece nt cha nge occurred when previous resident Ralph 

Richardson of 117 Cl oud ' s Row stripped interio r wood surfaces . 

He wrote, "Thi?. living room f loor boards a re of special interest 
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because they have never been sanded, permitting their restoration 

t o an approximation of the original appearance. Tn 1977 the l ong 

leaf yellow p i ne boards were treated wi th hot water, chemicals , 

a nd hand scraping, to remove at l east six coats of paint . Heavy 

paint accumulation was also found on t~e fireplace mantel where 

four pounds . of paint were removed in 1978 . The large antique 

kitchen cupboard had approximate ly ten coats of paint removed (2). " 

(Fig. 9) 

Fi g . 8 . Pantry addition Fig . 9 . Or igi nal first floor 
flooring after scrapirig . 
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Upstairs, another room was later added to the second floor to 

replace the porch. The addit i on is especially noticeable through 

the back bathroom wall where the window framing is still visible , 

but has been covered with curtains. 

At some point in time, the owners changed house illumination 

from lanterns to electricity. Electrical outlets on the second 

floor addition are interesting in that they are located on the 

floor instead of in the wall (Fig . 10) probably due to ease of 

installation . 

The third and fourth floors were replace d due to a fire in 

the 1860 ' s that started at the rai lroad building down the street. 

Though Cloud's Row was modeled after the Restoration London House ­

type , with fireproof materials such as brick and ·slate, the roofing 

material at the time of the fire may not have been s l ate. 

The only other change that has taken place in the attic 

has been the addition of cabinetry (Fig . 11). 

Fig. 10. Electrical outlet in floor. 



Conclusion 

This paper has attempted to document all the changes that 

have occurred at 119 Cloud's Row in its 185 years of existence . 

Initially, the house was compact and af f ordable housing. It has 

evolved into a more spacious and functional dwe lling yet has 

r etained flavors of its past. The changes are both interesting 

and of historical importance in that they reflect how society's 

priorities and needs h ave chang ed. 

Fig. 11. Attic cabinetry. 
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Fig . 12 . Worn steps with vertical hand ­
rai l to conserve space . 

Fig . 13 . Steep spira l staircases to access each floor . 

13 



Fig. 
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Fig . 14 . Mrs . Ann Fulrner ' s copy o f 
the Latrobe survey. 

15 . Cloud ' s Row today, 
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CLOUD'S ROW 

The row of five houses was constructed by Harlan Cloud, a 
Ne w C~~tl_~ rncrchant _ _._ bp_!:_~~-~ !1 ;J.803 . when .. h.e bought the land and 

--- - --1'H'hary----l--8--0-4--w-h-en--h-e p 1 edged three o f the " t e n e rn en ts " as '"5 e cur i t y 
for a mortgage. 

According to the Historic American Buildings Survey 
{HABS), Cloud's Row is inte resting in that it is one of the 
earliest examples of the row concept in Delaware urban archi­
tecture . Service access to all the houses was by a passageway 
along the rear; th e usual later development in row houses was a 
narrow passageway common to each pair of buildings in a row. 

The row consists of five houses abutting the corner shop 
a~d residence; four of the houses survive as homes while the 
f ifth has been converted into an apartment on tne upper floors 
with th~ g.round floor incorporated in to the corner sho.p. 

The d e sign ·of Cloud's Row is that of a Phi"ladelphia 
rowhouse, with a floor plan known as the "bandbox," The basic 
design originated in London after the Great Fire of 1666 and 
was imported to Philadelphia by Penn's settlers. Character­
istic f e atures of the floor plan include: structure dept~ of 
approximately 1 6 f e et; fir eplace and stairwa y arr a nged a l o ng 
the par t y wall f a rth es t from the entrance; and, v e rtical 
circ ul at i o n by "wind er" s tairs set in - an enclos e d well with 
doo r. All the se fe atures ar e to be se e n by sta nding in the 
livin g r oo m of 121 De lawar e St . 

In style the. houses ar e a mix of Georgian with Federal. 
Amo n g t h e Georgian eleme nts are: Fl e mish-bond bri c kwork of the 
f acade; cut-stone belt courses; and, symme trical placement of 
window s and doorways. Federal touches include a relatively 
small fire p lace with mantelled trim; consid e rable expan s es of 
plastere d walls with relatively little panelling; and, doors 
hung with b utt hinges rather than the old e r "H" and "HL" 
hin ges. 

The original row consi s ted of the five houses, each 
e s sentiall y o ne room deep, three and a half s torys high, with 
cellar kitc h e n, a nd finished dormer attic. Th e o riginal lot 
wa s o nly 27 f e et d e ep; thus the living r oo m d o orway into the 
di n ing ro om ma rk s whe re the original back d oo r was lo c ated ; In 
the r e a r living roo~ wall c a n be seen· a br ic k ed-u p window . The 
or iginal h o u ses we re e quipped wi t h four f ir e places ( t ho s e of 
1 2 1 De 1 a w a r c h a v e f 1 u e s i n a n 8 - f 1 u e c h i m n e y sh a r_e d w i t h ti 11 9 ) 
ce ll a r kitc l1e n, li v in g room , a nd mai n roo m, seco n d an d t hird 
f l oors. 
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121 Delaware has been expanded with two additions. A 
two-story brick section was added around 1869-70 and now 
contains the dining room plus a study on the second floor. 

--=U=nJ:._il 1869,_~_ ._1.<?.~5 ___ _f~ .• e . .t_ __ w __ i9. e ~.J"an beJJ._.i.J1..d . the row; about . that 
-------y-e-a~l1e row owrrer·s--crp·parern"t·ly · were o.-ble to buy parc0ls -bf that 

long, narrow lot, thus. getting ro om for expansion. {Until 
then, there would have been no mor e than about 10 feet from the 
original back door to the edge of the property). The second 
addition, a two-story German siding wooden shed was added 
ca. 1900 (estimated from construction details). The shed 
contains the modernized kitchen, plus a bathroom on the second 
floor. 

The original house had a street entrance to the cellar, 
now bricked up. On the rear wall of the cellar is a small 
window, fitted with iron bars. On the second floor is a 
brick e d-up window, similar to that visible on the living room 
wall. 

While the house has been occupied continuously as a 
private residence, it was in serious disrepair by the late 
19SO's. At that time, it and 123 Delaware (which had been a 
Chines e laundry for many years) were purc ha sed by a New York 
an tique s dealer, who mod e rnized and restored both p roper ti es. 

121 Delaware contains extensive original or early fea­
tures , including "guillot ine " windows , trim, and floors. Three 
of the four fireplaces are in u se , with the fourth {cellar) 
used to vent the furnace. The dining room corner c u pboards are 
made from ca. 1750 chimn ey breast doors f rom a n old New Castle 
home . The dining room floor boards we re taken from an old f a rm 
hou se near New Castle. 

The living room floor boards are of specia l interest 
because they have never been sanded, permitting their res­
t o ration to an approxima tion of the original appearance . !n 
1977 the long-l~af yellow (aka a s "red") pine boards were 
treated wi th hot wat er , chemicals~ and h and scraping , to remove 
at leas t s ix coats of paint. Heavy paint accumula t i on wa s a ls o 
found on the fireplace mantel where fo ur pounds of paint were 
removed in 1 9 78. The l arge antique kitch en cupboard had 
approximately 10 coats of paint removed. 

Harlan Cloud was involved i n numerous real estate trans­
actions in New Castle County, 1803-1804, judging from the Deed 
Books. The row presumably was a speculative invesiment, we ll 
located adjacent to the bustling Courtho u se and f l a~king 
"Thwart STreet " (now Delaware St.) , l eading direct_ly to the 
wharf of a major s hip ping firm, Ridd le and Bird. An undocu­
mented story arou nd New Cast le is t hat th e ro w h o u ses v;ere 
buil t as off i ces and r esidences for l aw cl~rk s cmployorl in W.h a t 
was ~then pe rhap s the town's bigge s t indu s try, cent e red on the 
County Courthouse . 



CHAIN OF TITLE 

121 Delaware Street, City of New Castle 

DEED RECORD 

PRESENT OWNERS: 
M-88-96 

K-83-410 

P-62-449 

:P-45-198 

D- 44-468 

D-44-468 

E-40-174 

E-40-173 

N-30-306 

Y-2 2- 26 9 

X-5-281 

AND THEN 

• ·;. 

\ 

BY WILL 

OWNER 

Ral ph W. Richardson 
Jeanne L. Richardson 

Paul M. Schwartzbaurn 
Elizabeth B. Schwartzbaurn 

Kevin W. Free 
Bobbe M. Free 

Charles A. Gibson 

W. Leslie Crame r 

DATE OF 
ACQUISITION 

1/22/76 

10/24/ 73 

2/13/70 

9/2 2/58 

· Alma D. Cramer 10/25/45 
W. Leslie Cramer died: 10/ 24 / 57 

Rodne y Willis 
Eli zabeth Willis 
Charles H. Willis 
Charles Willis died : 
Jacob Hand l off 
Helen R. Handloff 

Charles H. Willis · 
Margaret A. Willis 

Stanislaus J. Riley 

Margaret A. Willis 

Charles I. Countiss 
Ethe l Countiss 

Elizabeth C. Dalby 

2/ 2/ 45 

4/11/ 44 

•4/11/4 4 

11/28/ 36 

11/28/36 

6/15/21 

7/8/1910 

1848 
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Upper photograph1 by Brook1 Studio, A1·d e11 
Lower photographJ by Hiitoric American B11ildin!!,s Sun·ey 

Above (left) - Doorway of Judge Richard S. Rodney's house on Third Street. 
(right) - Doorway of Kensey Johns, Jr. House, Delaware and Fourth 

Streets. 
Below (left)-lmmanuel Parish House on the Strand . 

(right ) --"-Cloud's Row. 


