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eek, James Lloyd 

PREFACE 

The following pages contain a microscopic history of the town 

of New Castle, Delaware, concentrating on the Duke of York period. 

Derived from an intimate, rather journalistic reading of the records, 

and from a close look at landholding patterns, this paper describ.rs a 

stable community, 

Certain inconsistencies appear from time to time, particularly 

in the spelling of proper names. There were three or four languages 

current in New Castle during the period. In the seventeenth century, 

spelling was a creative art. The record-ke.~pers wrote what they 

heard, not necessarily what was said. Thus Alricks may be Alrigs 

or Alrichs; De Ring may be DeRingh or deRing or Dering. Tayne 

appears as Teine, Tyne, de Tine, and Fynes in different records; 

iii 
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Tayne was also known as Lapierre. The author has made no attempt 

to standardize names in either the title traces or in direct quotations; 

only in the narrative body are proper names subjected to modern 

orthography. 

The land title traces appear in the body of the paper, and not in 

an appendix. Because this body of maps and data is so important to an 

understanding of the town, it was deemed best.to include it with the rest 

of the description. 

The author has refrained from trying to draw broad conclusions 

about seventeenth-century life from this study. An examination of one .. 
town during a very restricted period cannot yield much on its own about 

other towns in other times. The comparisons may be made, aQ.d they 

will be valid, when equally close explorations of other places are 

available. 

The frequency of quotations in this paper is a reflection of the 

author's belief that the records, where they can, should speak for 

themselves. Through a simple rearrangement process, putting records 

of like events together, the· story has emerged on its own. 
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INTRODUCTION 

De.laware's colonial history is unusual, if not unique in 

America. The Delaware counties were a colony of another colony; 

not since the Dutch overcame the Swedes in 1656 did Delaware have 

a resident governor. And not since the English finally ousted the Dutch 

in 1673 did Delaware have a resident administrator who corresponded 

directly with a European authority. 1 

The remoteness from the seat of power seems to have given 

early Delawarean~ a sense of independence. The civil strife that s.wept 

other colonies during the latter part of the seventeenth century merely 

grazed Delaware. Peas-ant revolts, notably Bacon's Rebellion in 

Virginia and the Antinomian Heresy in New England, had no counter-

parts in the Delaware colony. Stability was a characteristic. 

The Long Finn rebellion of 1669 seems to resemble Leislerss 

later rebellion in New York. But the Finn's revolt had no similar 

lasting eff~ct on the populace; within a year or two after the event, 

1 

.. 
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its participants were holding office in New Castle. The strife known 

as the''Dyke Riot" that shook New Castle for a !ew days in 1675 was 

unrelated to disturbances elsewhere. At no time did there develop 

the enmity between the Dutch settlers and the English.that ,eyentgally 

grew up in New York. 

The following pages will examine several aspects of 

community life in the Delaware coldn'y' s 'pti:n:cipa<J::town 'of·New Castle. 

As the seat of government, New Castle seems to be the most likely 

place for events of significance to have occurred. 

This paper will show that the early Delaware colony enjoyed 

stability, independence, and a strong sense of self-identity. These 

characteristics will be demonstrated through' a close stti~y<oiland-use 

patterns in the town; relationships between the Governor and the Court; 

the careers of several prominent citizens; relationships with the 

Native American population; the record of crime; church - state 

relationships, and what might be termed 11 neighborliness". 

Although the paper will concentrate on the town of New Castle, 

the countryside aroung the town and the other courts on the river offer 

valuable supplementary mate rial. 

The information is nearly all found in public documents. Very 

few of Delaware's earliest citizens kept private diaries or memoirs; 

none are known to exist. A few travellers described New Castle· 
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to a greater or lesser degree, but not in much detail. 

Fortunately for the historian, Delaware's early public servants 

were a wordy bunch. What should be dry and formulistic records are 

crowded with glimpses of social life. The lack of private records has 

hardly hindered our understanding of the lives of private citizens. 

A judicious reading 9f public records, looking for peripheral details, 

should be standard practice in any history. In the absence of private 

records, this is the only feasible approach. 

This paper cannot be considered a definitive study of Delaware 

in the seventeenth century. Limitations of time preclude more than a 

curs~ry look into certain fascinating questions. Among them are 

the relationship between Delaware's three counties and her .neighbor 

colonies; road building and the growth of land transportation 

throughout the seventeenth century; the place of women and blacks in 

the early colony; the amalgamation of several ethnic groups into a 

cohesive population; the impact of the founding of Pennsylvania on 

Delaware's political and economic fortunes, and a comparison of 

individual careers in New York, Philadelphia and the Delaware. 
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THE LAY OF THE LAND 

Delaware Bay is a fairly narrow drowned estuary. Although it 

offers promise of a safe anchorage, it guards its channel jealously with 

shifting shoals and sandbars. Shoaling, and the accompanying mudflats 

and marshes, restrict anchorages in the lower Delaware Bay to a very 

few small rive rs. The bay offers no high ground at all on its we st bank 

for its first hundred miles. 

Compounding the navigational difficulties, the bay shore 

offered no substantial Indian population to the earliest traders. 
1 

Other 

drainages were therefore easier to settle and more lucrative. Thus 

settlement on the.Delaware was relatively late developing. 

'When Peter Stuyvesant moved the Dutch settlement from the 

east bank of the Delaware to the west bank in 1651, he incurred the 

4 
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wrath of the West India Company. But Stuyvesant, who had visited both 

sites, was sure that he had made the right choice, Later years proved 

that his judgment was sound. 

Santhoek, the site of New Amstel, which later became New 

Castle, is in effect a moated hill. Marshes surround the hummock 

upon which Stuyvesant founded his fort and its town; even today, in 

spite of three centuries of drainage, the marsli~s11~~Ve'?~i)Wftffii~"cic~\~8'S'-'"' .:..:· t:;c·• :,1.., 

to the townsite. These wetlands must have held promise of both easy 

defense and readily prepared farmland; after ... all, these men ca.me from 

a long tradition of polders. 

The land a.round New Castle almost certainly looked much as 

it does today, for the Common has never been developed. The terrain 

in the vicinity is virtually flal:, broken by occasional ):ow sandy hills 

and shallow drains. The soil, while fertile, supports primarily scrub 

trees and marsh grasses. There are no hills to hide an enemy, nor are 

there rocks and outcroppings to interfere with farming. 

Moreover, the site of New Castle is the first place where the 

river channel comes close to sh,ore. Sitting on a point in the river just 

above the Delaware's first major bend, the town commands a view of 

both banks for many miles. Shipping coming upriver could not slip past 

the town unnoticed. The proximity of the channel to the shore made it 

easy for customs officials and military officers to perform their duties. 
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It also made the loading and unloading of goods relatively easy. 

Another consideration in locating the principal town at Santhoek 

must have been its proximity to the portage across the peninsula between 

the Delaware and the Chesapeake. A fort and a town at this point could 

control overland north-south transportation throughout the Middle 

Atlantic. Without access to the portage, the English on the Chesapeake 

and their compatriots in New England were restricted to ocean 

communications. In fact, New Castle's prominence as a portage point 

lasted until well into the nineteenth century. 

Finally, the New Castle site was near the southern range of 

the Susquehannocks, with whom the Dutch wanted to trade. This fur, 

trade had been disrupted in 1638 by the founding of a Swedish colony at 

Christina; Stuyvesant finally calmed his superio~s in Holland by pointing 

out that the new townsite gave him better access to the Indians, and 

would enable him to keep an eye on the Swedes. The site, he argued, 

was at once more accessible and more defensible than the older Fort 

2 
Nassau. 
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THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS 

In 1609, Henry Hudsc:>n visited the mouth of Delaware Bay, 

helping to establish the Dutch claim to the waterway. For the next 

decade; explorers, primarily Dutch and English, sailed in and out of 

the bay and river. Several made abortive attempts at settlement. 

The Dutch established their first Delaware River outpost at 

Fort Nassau, on the east bank, in 1626. In 1631, a group of patroons, 

including the adventurer and sea captain David Pieters en de Vries, 

established a small whaling station at Zwaanendael, near Cape 

. 1 
Henlopen. 

# 

Indians destroyed Zwaanendael some time in 1632. When 

de Vries visited the little colony in late 163 2, he found the buildings and 

palisade burned, and the remains of the settlers lying about the ruin. 

7 
.,,.:• 
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A friendly local Indian explained what had happened. 

The Dutch put the arms of Holland up on a pole outside the 

compound. One of the natives, apparently not aware of the diplomatic 

breach he was committing, took the arms to make tobacco pipes of the 

metal. The angry Dutch demanded that the wrongdoer be punished. The 

Indians brought them the guilty man's he.ado 

The Dutch, who had not inteb:Ci€d0qdite'ilici=t 'ffiu~c"h "'pilnishirient, '· · 

were shocked, and offended the Indians with their puzzling apparent 

ingratitude. Some:days la,ter, friends of the beheaded Indian approach-

ed Zwaanendael under the guise of friendship, and killed every living 

creature in the settlement. 
2 

For twenty years, there were no more Dutch attempts to 

settle the west bank. In 1651, Stuyvesant moved the Fort Nassau 

garrison to a new site, at Fort Casimir on Santhoek. 

The English had been rather less enthusiastic about settling 

on the Delaware •. Lord Baltimore's 1632 cha;-ter to Maryland included 

the west shore of the Delaware. But Baltimore was more interested in 

developing the lucrative Chesapeake tobacco lands. In 1634, and 

several times during the I640's, Englishmen, primarily dissatisfied 

. 
New Englanders, tried to settle on the eastern side of the Delaware. 

The Dutch drove them off each time. 
3 

The only successful early rival to the Dutch in the Delaware 
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was Sweden. In 1638, under the leadership of Peter Minuit, the Swedes 

established a colony at Christina, now Wilmington. Within the next few 

years, through Indian purchases, the Swedes extended their claim from 

the falls of the Delaware to the mouth of the bay. 

Minuit, who had already been in the New World as an employee 

of the Dutch West India Company, chose his site well. Christina was 

in a good position to siphon the lucrativ:e... ittlan,d ... ful t,irade._!r..omJ:l::~~- --··-- , 

Dutch. It was considerably closer to the prime trapping grounds than 

the Dutch installations. The area's hilly terrain offered a more 

hospitable place for year-±0.und occupation .than did marshy Fort 

Nassau. And t~e Christina River, one of the major navigable tribu

taries of the Delaware, provided safe and comfortable anchorage. 

Peter Stuyvesant acted rather on his own when he moved the 

garrisons from the established forts on the east bank to his new fort at 

Santhoek. He clearly realized, as his distant employers could not, that 

the Swedes were a serious threat to the Dutch claim on the Delaware. 

In 1654, after many protests against the Dutch fort, the 

Swedish governor Johann Rising, took Fort Casimir without firing a 

shot. Loyal Dutchmen who escaped to New Amsterdam reported that 

their commander had opened the gate and allowed the Swedish troops .to 

4 
occupy the installation without the slightest attempt at defense. 

Stuyvesant was incensed; the next year he mounted an 
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expedition to recapture Fort Casimir and drive out the Swedes. 

According to Stuyvesant's boastful narrative, the Swedes were so 

intimidated by his show of force that they put up hardly any more of 

a fight than had the Dutch the year before. He then proceeded to 

Fort Christina, where he forced Rising to surrender. 5 

The terms of the surrender were light, allowing those Swedes 

w1io were willing to swear allegiance to ~11. . .Y.(e,s~~lncli9-. .QP.IJQ.P.9-nY,,,1o .. 

. 6 
stay and keep their farms. 

Without competition on the river, New Amstel, the town that 

grew up around Fort Casimir, developed into a viable community. In 

1659 administrator Jacob Alrichs reported that it contained 110 houses'! 

In 1664, Captain Robert Carr captured Fort Casimir in the name of the 

Duke of York. Once again, the conquered people were allowed to re-

8 
main on their lands in exchange for an oath of loyalty. Most stayed. 

The Dutch took Santhoek once again, in 1673, but held it only 

a few months. This action was part of a larger war; the Dutch surrender 

of the fort so quickly was not a result of action on the Delawa:re, but 

part of the Treaty of Westrilinster. 9 

Foi: the next nine years, the colony thrived under its English 

name of New Castle. Although the Duke of York's title to the west side 

of the Delaware was shaky, the Delaware colony looked to New York, 

not to Maryland, for government. 
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The court at New Castle was the principal court in the river, and in 

all but the most extreme cases, the seat of final authority. Although 

the justices at New Castle reported to the government in New York, 

on more than one occasion the Governor trusted their judgment in 

t £ . t 10 ma ters o some impor ance. 

In 1682, William Penn assumed control of the territory. The 

Three Lower Counties, as they came to be called, were to prove 

troublesome to Penn; accusto1ned as they were to a degree of self-

government, they did not submit willingly to rule from Philadelphia. 

Thus in .1704, the Three Lower Counties were administratively 

separated from Pennsylvania. They existed for the next sev'enty years 

as a semi-independed sub-colony of Pennsylvania, with their own 

assembly, which in turn ans we red directly to Pennsylvania's 

Governor. 11 
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THE GOVERNMENT 

The structure upon which the fabric of society hangs is 

government. Whether that fabric fits well or ill depends upon many 

factors, but the government and the laws describe the basic shape of 

society. 

Establishment 

In March 1664, Charles II granted to his brother James, Duke 

I 
of York, all the territory from Maine to the east bank of the Delaware. 

James promptly dispatched a loyal supporter, Richard Nicholls, as 

Deputy Governor, to administer the territory. 

James' charter contained no mention of the west bank of the 

Delaware, but it was apparent to Nicholls and the other commissioners, 

Samuel Maverick, George Cartwright, and Robert Carr, that their 

master's authority would always be in some jeopardy from the Dutch 

12 



leek, James Lloyd 

2 
settlement. at New Amstel. 

,.! 

-• -- ------- =w .,._, ~ >- - ~" 

13 

In S~ptember of 1664, after they had occupied New Amsterdam, 

Nicholls, Cartwright, and Maverick commissioned Carr to go to the 

Delaware and subdue the Dutch. Carr's instructions required him to 

act with great restraint, to use force only as a last resort. He was to 

offer the people of New Amstel all the liberties enjoyed by the English 

on English lands, freedom of conscience in religion, and a· continuance 
.._ • " ~"' ~ • ..,. - •~ "' I • ,._, •• .., ·1 • ._ 

for at least six months of their civil go".'"ernment, provided that they 

3 
take an oath of allegiance to England. 

Only Alexander D'Hinojossa, the commander bf the Dutch 

forces in Fort Casimir, and a handful of soldiers, resisted. Carr 

reduced them handily. 4 

The Articles of Agreement under which Carr took command of 

New Amstel indicate that he followed his instructions; the transition 

from Dutch to English rule pas.sed quietly, if not entirely peacefully. 

5 
The articles contain eight points: 

1. That all the Burgers and Planters will submit themselves 
to his Majesties authority without making any Resistance 
2. That Whoever of what Nation ·soever doth submit to his 
Majesties Authority shall be protected in their Estates reall 
and personall whatsoever, by his Majesties Lawes and Justice 
3. That the present Magistrates sP,all be continued in'. their 
Offices, anc':f jurisdiccions to exercise their Civill Power as 
formerly. 
4/ That if any Dutchman or other person shall desire to depart 
from this River, that it shall be lawfull for him so to doe, 
with his Goods within six Months after the date of these articles. 
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S.That the magistrates and all the Inhabitants (who are 
included in these articles) shall take the Oaths of Allegiance 
to his Majestie and of Fidelity to the present Government. 
6. That all the People shall Enjoy the Liberty of theire 
Conscience, in Church Discipline as formerly 
7, That whoever shall take the Oathes is from that time a , 
free Denizen, and shall enjoy all the privileges of Trading into 
any of his Majesty's Dominions as freely as any Englishman, and 
may require a Certificate for so doing. 
8. That the Scout, the Burgomasters Sheriffe and other Inferior 
Magistrates shall use and Exercize their Customary Power in 
administration of Justice, within..their.pi;ecincts, for six 
monthes or untill his Majesties pleasure is further knowne, 

The officials who signed the Articles of Agreement for the Dutch 

were Fop Outhout, Henry Johnson, Gerritt Sanders Vantiell, 

Hans Block, Lucas Peterson, and Henry Costurier. 6 Much later, in 

1682, a list of 117 Dutch and Swedes appears in the court records as 

desiring to be naturalized. Many of these men had been on the 

Delaware since the Dutch occupation. 
7 

Each of the Duke of York's administrators dealt with the 

Delaware colony slightly differently. The relationship between the 

court of New Castle and the governor in New York is the clearest 

during the time between 1668 and 16 82; Francis Lovelace, who was 

governor from 1667 to 1673, was a conscientious administrator who 

left copious records. Much of his correspondence with the Delaware 

magistrates survives. From the 167 4 restoration of English rule to 

Penn's 1682 grant, Edmund Andros was governor; both his records 

and the local court records exist for this period. Close comparisons 
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between official pronouncement and local, enforcement are possible. 

The government of New Castle c;:ontinued in the Dutch mode as 

had been promised under the Articles of Agreement, until the town was 

incorporated as a baliwick in May 1672. "That for the better Government 

of the Towne of New Castle •... 11 begins the governor's order in 

8 
Council which goes on to describe the new governing body as a 

"Bayly and six Assistants". The "Bayly" or bailiff wa~ to be chosen 

each year from two candidates submitted to the governor, and the 

assistants were to serve staggered terms. 

The Dutch office of Schout was at last to be converted to 

the English office of High Sheriff. 'Ihis actually involved little more 

than a change of name; the officer's jurisdiction extended to the whole 

river. The two terms were, in fact, interchangeable for some time. 

In 1676, Andros addressed a letter to 11Edmund Cantwell, High 

Sherriff or Scout ••. 119 

The war with the Dutch interrupted Lovelace's reordering of 

town gov~rnment. The second period of Dutch rule was too brief, 

however, to have any lasting effect on the town's administration. In 

fact, not until 1676 did Sir Edmund Andros undertake to finish the task 

of Anglifying the town's administration. Andros sent twelve "Rules 

for the Government at Delaware" to the court at New Castle in 

September of 1676. In slightly condensed form, they specified: lO 
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1. The Duke of York's laws, as had been established in Long 

Island, were to be the laws of Delaware as well, "except the Constables 

Courts, Country Rates, and some other things peculiar to Long Island". 

2. The three court towns were to be New Castle, Whorekill, 

and Upland. 

3. The courts were to consist of Justices of the Peace; three 

would be a quorum. The eldest justice would preside, unless the•justices-" · 

agreed among themselves otherwise. The ~ourts were to have power to 

hold a Court of Sessions, and jurisdiction over matters of L 20 or 

less without appeal. Matters involving more than L 2'0, life, limb, or 

banishment, could be appealed to the Court of Assizes in New, York. 

4. Matters of equity and cases involving less than L 5 could 

be';tried without a jury unless the parties requested a jury trial. 

5. New Castle court was to meet monthly, while the other two 

were to meet quarterly. If occasion required, the cour.ts could meet 

more often. 

6. Court orders were to be valid for one year, provided the 

court sent an account of its orders to the governor .. The courts were 

given sole ~ower to impose fines. 

7. Officers 1 fees we re to be regulated by the local courts, 

provided they were not more than specified in the Duke's laws, nor 

less than half that amount. 



'eek, James Lloyd 

17 

8. The sheriff for the town, river, and bay was to be a 

responsible person approved by the court, 11 ••• but the Sherriffe as 

in England ••• (is) to act as a Principall officer for the execution of 

the Lawes, but not as a Justice of the Peace or Magistrate. 11 

9. "That there bee fitting Books provided for ye Records 11 

and the records were to be kept in English and open to public inspection. 

:l:O_.!Ihe clerk was to be nominated for the governor's approval 

when the office fell vacant. 

11, Writs, warrants, and proceedings were to be issued in 

the King's name, as was the custom in other English territories 

11 and it being his R9yal Highnesses special Pleasure and Order. 11 

12. No rates (taxes) were to be levied without the governor'.s 

approval, 11unlesse upon ext~aordinary occasion, in Case of Necessity, 

of which the Governor to have a present Accompt sent to him ... 

Accounts of all levies were to be kept and sent to the governor. 

II 

Andros 1 instructions included some specific directions for 

tailo~ing administration to the distant Delaware. In the important 

matter of dispensing lands, grants were to be made upon application to 

the court which met once a month within whose jurisdiction tP,e parcel 

lay. In the case of the Delaware, the monthly court was at New Castle. 

The court was to certify that the claim did not conflict with prior claims, 

and could allow 50 acres per person, except in extraordinary cases. 
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The court's certificate was to constitute a sufficient warrant to the 

surveyor to lay out a tract, and was to be sent with the surveyor's 

return to the governor for confirmation. Each parcel was to contain 

proportionate amounts of meadow and high ground. In Delaware, 

11 Meadow11 effectively meant marsh. 

The second point concerned the settlement of petty disputes. 

Whereas by this Regulaciou there.are;no .Over.seers appeinted,c 
nor Constables Courts, but all matters to be determined by 
the Justices, I doe therefore Recommend the composure or 
referring to Arbitracion as many matters (particularly under 
the value of five pounds) as may properly bee determined this 
way: Provided it bee by the Consent of Partyes. 

The twelve rules contain no mention of Lovelace's bailiff and 

six assistants. Moreover, the Court of New Castle was concerned with 

such municipal matters as the licensing of taverns in the town; draining, 

fencing, and maintaining the town1 s commons; and forbidding the hunting 

of partridges in the town on the Sabbath. If the bailiff form of town 

government persisted after 1674, there is no record of it. 

The government Andros prescribed for the Delaware bears a 

distinct resemblance to the Dutch form of colonial government. The 

conditions offered by the City of Amsterdam to settlers on the Delaware, 

drafted in 1656, contain several provisions for the structure of local 

11 government. 

Articles 12 and 13 specify that the Schout was to be 11head of 
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justice 11 and was to be confirmed by the .dii-ector in New Amsterdam. 

This compares with Andros' _Rule 8, describing the sheriff as the 

prir:icipal officer in charge of execution of the laws. 

Articles 14, 15, 17, and 18 of the Dutch conditions prescribe 

the appointment and powers of the burgomasters and schepens. These 

officers were to be appointed from a list of nominees submitted by the 

townspeople. While Andros 1 • rules,-do not·.describe .the_,method for 

appointing the justices, he followed much the same procedure in making 

h . . t t 12 is appo1n men s. 

The schepens court, as the later justices of the peace, had 

jurisdiction over matters under a certain sum; in the case of the schepens 

it was 100 gilders. This sum was raised to 600 gilders in 1663 on the 

eve _of the English conquest. Moreover, both the English and Dutch 

courts had authority to pronounce sentence in criminal matters, with 

appeal to a higher court. 

While Andros' rules safeguard the English concept of a jury 

trial, the governor specifically recommended submitting to arbitration. 

Whether·these similarities were the result of a conscious tj.esire not to 

disturb the governmental structure of the Delaware colony, 6,r simply 
, . 

the result of expedience and a basic similarity between Dutch and 

English forms is a matter of speculation. The result, though, was a 

coinfortable continuity in the construction of government on the D~laware. 
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Andros did respect c::ustom. As late as 1678, in answer to an 

inquiry about the system of measurement to be used in the weigh-house, 

he replied that although the law specified English measures, 11 
••• antient 

13 
Custom may bee lookt upon as Lawe. 11 

The government in New York was quite slow in providing 

New Castle with a copy of the Duke's laws. Not until some time in 1678 

did the court finally have access to the laws .it ,wa13 to a.djudicate .a~.d -~ .. 

enforce. The court had persistently petitioned the governor for a copy 

of the law book and a seal of office. In 1679/80, Ephraim Herman 

wrote to Mathias Nicholls, 11 ••• as for the Lawe book Its Yett in 

Captain Cantwell' s hands, and I hope the Court wil find out Some way 

for your Sattisfaction .... 11
14 

New Castle's court displayed a wide authority in its day-to-day 

functioning. While it made regular reports to the Governor, and 

requested several alterations in the prescribed rates, systems, and 

procedures, most of these requests were granted. 

Jurisdiction 

·The jurisdiction of the New Gastle court changed little from its 

inception. ,The southern boundary under the English was ma.rked by the 

north ,limits of the grant to Samuel Blommaert and Samuel Godyn, for 

their i.!11-fated Zwaanendael colony a half-century earlier. This line was 

at Bombay Hook. 
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Jacob Alrichs repeatedly urged e.s:tablishing some sort of 

settlement between Bombay Hook and Cape Henlopen; evidently he 

realized that the Bombay Hook line was the limit of his jurisdiction 

also. 15 

The northern boundary seems to have remained unspecified 

for some time. In 1678 the New Castle and Upland courts agreed that 

their boundary would begin at Ole Fransen's. Creek and extend,ac.~oss 
• • - • ,,:._ _ ... - < :1'" ~ ~ 

the river to Singletree Point. Fransen' s Creek is Naamans, very 

close to the modern nort?ern boundary of Delaware. 16 

The distance from the upper limits of the Whorekill 

jurisdiction to the Whorekill court (Lewes) proved increasingly 

annoying -- inconvenient -- to the populace. In 1680, the New Castle 

court petitioned the governor to extend its jurisdiction below Bombay 

Hook to St. Jones, but the governor took no action. 17 

In the same year, the residents of the central part of Delaware 

themselves petitioned for the creation of a fourtl}. court in the St. Jones, 

to have jurisdiction between Bombay Hook and Cedar Creek. The 

several petitions evidently swayed the governor for he allowed the new 

18 
court that same year. 

Appointments and Responsibilities 

There are few records of appointments made under the bailiff 

and assistant form of government. Carr was the first bailiff, and 
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probably~:the only one. In 1671, he requested appointment of a corn-

meeter, who would also have charge of viewing exported beef and pork 

for quality. In granting the request, Lovelace noted that ''the laws to 

be altered. 1119 What the laws were, we do not know, but the 1676 

law specified different persons for the various tasks. 
20 

Much later, in 1678/9, Cornelis Post was appointed viewer and 

packer of tobacco for the town and "precincts thereof. 112 :1 This seems 

to have been a local appointment. There is no record of the court 

checking with the governor first, although abserice does not constitute 

proof. It is likely that the court made the appointment and the governor 

confirmed it. 

Although the 1676 laws cliarge the sheriff with policing the 

measurements, the task of checking the accuracy of the s chipples used 

throughout the jurisdiction was assigned to the churchwardens and 

22 
constables in 1678/9. 

In 1672, Francis Lovelace appointed Walter Wharton to be 

a justice of the peace at Appoquinimink, a community at the southern 

end of the New Castle court's jurisdiction. He was to have power "to 

nominate or cause to be Elected a Constable for the preserva..tion of his 

Majesties Peace, and two other Persons as Overseers." The 

jurisdi·ction of this little court was to extend to matte rs of less than five 

d · . l 
23 

Th th k f h poun s in va ue. is is precisely e ind o small court t at 
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Andros would proscribe in 1676; for some reason as yet undiscovered, 

the constables court did not work on the Delaware. 

The office of surveyor was one of the governor's direct 

appointments. As the person most directly responsible for dispensing 

land, the surveyor had one of the most important positions in the 

colony. His fees were set by the governor, although Andros looked to 

local conditions in establishing the rate. B~~ause there was some fear 

that people would bypass Delaware and settle in Maryland if the 

surveyor1 s fees were too high, Andros specified in 1676 that the fees 

were to be as in the neighbor colony. 24 The records contain 

correspondence describing the Maryland fees from both Augustine 

Herman and John Blomfield, Clerk of the Provincial Council and Court 

of Maryland. 25 

Walter Wharton was appointed surveyor during or before 1671. 

He received a list of ten matters that the governor wanted -either 

clarified or addressed. Among the matters were instructions for 

Wharton to fix a time by which patentees were to seat their lands, and 

to inform Governor Lovelace 11 What sort of Government will best suite 

with them when seated as to Ecclesiastick, or Civil matters · ••• In the 

meane time they have one of the Law Books, •.. and that they conform 

themselves to that, as farre as is practicable. 11 Wharton was also to 

provide the governor with an accounting of the names and numbers of 
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settlers, a map of the plantations, suggestions for public improvements, 

suggestions for town sites, a list of vacant tracts, and information 

concerning 11 Whether to associate with thos already seated at the Whore 

Kill be not best to strengthen their party. 1126 

Edmund Cantwell was appointed surveyor for the river in 1675. 

Despite complaints from the Whorekill about his altering surveys, he 

retained his post. We do not know from the records if he was guilty of 

this abuse, but he appa:reb..tly was able to convince the governor of his 

27 
innocence. 

At least by 1679/80, the surveyor's office had been broken into 

smaller offices conforming to the court jurisdictions. In that year, one 

Philip Pocock was appointed surveyor for the New Castle jurisdiction. 
28 

Although the office of surveyor was a direct appointment from 

the governor, it was subject to an informal local review. Cantwell 1s 

problems were relatively mundane; Walter Wharton was brought to task 

for more colorful transgressions. 

Wharton arrived from Virginia in 1670. He received his 

appointment as surveyor ~bout 1671 and as a justice in 1672. In June 

1678, he was presented before the court for "Marrying hims'.~1£ contrary 

29· 
to Lawe. 11 At the same session, he was fined for failing to appear 

in his office of justice for five months preceding. In their report to the 

governor, the justices described these offenses and accused Wharton of 
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overcharging for surveys and neglecting his duties., 11 ••• To the End 

the Reproach may bee taken away from the River and that such notorious 

breatches of the Lawes and disorders may for the future not passe 

unpunished .•• 11 the court asked that Wharton be severely punished. 

The court was concerned especially that if Wharton's behavior went 

unpunished " .•• whoe is in Commission and beares the office of a 

Justice of the peace .' •. 11 it would serve as a bad example to the lesser 

·30 
sorts. The report to the governor is endorsed 11 To bee out of the 

Commission Justices and Left to the Law. 11 , What the law did with 

Mr. Wharton is not known; he died within the year, possibly without 

punishment. In July of 1679, two prominent citizens of New Castle, 

Ephraim Herman and Johannes de Haes, "tendered themselves to bee 

security for the Administration of Capt. Cantwell upon the Estates of 

31 Mr. Tom and M;-. Wharton Deceased. 11 

Another direct appointment of the governor was that of the 

military commander. 

The first commander on the river was Robert Carr, whose son 

John succeeded him. 
32 

John Carr died in late 1674 or early 1675, 

and was followed by John Collier. Collier was commander in,1676~ 3 

but some time between that year and 1678 the command passed to 

34 
Christopher Billop. 

Each settlement on the Delaware was responsible for raising 
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a citizen militia company of foot soldiers. In 1672, Edmund Cantwell 

was appointed 11 ••• Captain of the Foot-Company risen or to bee risen 

within the Towne of New Castle in the Delaware and Parts Adjacent ••• " 

In his captaincy, he was responsible only to the governor and to his 

superior officers. There was no mention of responsibility to local 

civil authorities in Cantwell1 s commission. 35 

In 1675, Andros commissioned a captain, a lieutenant, and an 

ensign for the town, and unspecified officers for Cranehook, Verdrietege 

Hook, and Upland, upstream from New Castle. The form Andros used for 

his commissions was virtually identical to Lovelace's only the 

phrase, 11 ••• composed of the Inhabitants of Newcastle in Delaware 

36 
River11 was substituted for 11 risen or to be risen ••• 11 In Mathias 

Nicholls' notes of Andros' 1675 visit to the Delaware, he mentions 

that the officers for New Castle were to be sworn on May 4, 1675, and 

those for Appoquinimink and Whorekill were sworn on May 5. 
37 

Simply stated, the commander's duties were the defense of the 

colony against aggression from rival powers and Indians, and against 

insurrection. In New Castle, the duties included management of the Fort, 

and its maintenance. A constant lack of funds hindered the latter duty. 

The Dutch fort had been in a state of dis repair from the time of Jacob 

38 
Alrichs. Although it had undergone several perfunctory re buildings, 

the Dutch fort was not an efficient installation. In 1671, John Carr 

proposed to Governor Lovele1;~e 11As first that a Block-House may be 
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erected in some convenient ;!?lace of the Towne where a Constant Watch 

may be kept (now the Fort is fallen into Ruine and Decay) for their 

Common Defence ... 11 Carr suggests the block house be funded with 

money raised in a public levy. Lovelace granted the request. 
39 

Carr also requested, and was granted, permission to tear down the 

old buildings in the fort 11 ••• being soe gr'eatly decay' d as they cannot 

stand long •.. 11 to salvage their brioks, tiles, and hardware. 

Progress on the blockhouse went slowly, for in August 1672, 

Captain Cantwell wrote to the' governor asking instructions for finishing 

the blockhouse. He expressed concern about both the impending war in 

. 40 
Europe and some local trouble with the Indians. Lovelace responded: 

In answer to the first Proposall about the New Blockhouse 
at New Castle in Delaware; since my former Orders 
concerning the finishing thereof have been nae better 
o.oserved, I doe once more enjoyne them the compleating 
of it, before the !irst day of November next, and that 
under the penalty of one thousand guilders Sea.want in 
case of Default; As to the raising a Tax or Contribucion 
for the Effecting thereof, it shall bee left to the Discretion 
of the Officers there. 

41 
The blockhouse, on the present site of Immanuel Church, 

was completed, and the fort fell into disuse. The fort finally was 

granted to Engelbert Lott in 167 8, upon the condition that he, level the 

42 
lot and leave- room for a road. 

While the Duke's laws of 1676 specify that each·militiaman 

was responsibl~ for s~pplying and maintaining his own arms, 43 the arms 
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in the fort were the responsibility of the government. In 1676, Cantwell 

bro~ght up a question concerning "Soldiers, shot or bullet for the Fort, 

and a Flagg" and was ordered to give an account of the guns, stores, 

and other items the re. 
44 

In 1679/80, the blockhouse had begun to show signs of wear. 

John Moll, one of the justices at that time, wrote to the governor asking 

money for the repair of the "fort", and to pay the caretaker 

Evert Brantie, whom Moll described as being sick and old. Brantie 

45 had not been paid since Commander Billop's departure the year before. 

Since the militia had no'. civil police powers, there was not 

much for them to do. Early in the English period, there was some 

uncertainty about the loyalty of the settlers. Robert Carr's regular 

soldiers were required to lodge in the fort, and to keep it in repair. 

Two thirds of the regular garrison of twenty men and their commander 

. . N C tl t . 4 b· were to remain in ew as e a any one time. 

It is evident that by 1676, there was no garrison of regulars 

in New Castle. In November of that year, the magistrates wrote to 

Andros that it was very inconvenient for the more remote citizens to 

stand watch in the fort. The justices requested a small garri~on, and 

expressed a willingness on the part of the citizenry to pay for them. 4·7 

Andros ansered that none were to be required to stand watch who lived 

more than a mile from town. 
48 

This solution seemed worse than the 

nee a 
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problem to the justices, for they wrote back that"there is none Lives 

neare the Towne but Swanwike and in case they are Exemted from 

watching and warding most part of the Towne will fly theither to bee 

free from the same ••• 11 Reiterating their request for a garrison of 

regular soldiers, the justices went on, 11 ••• itt hath been allowed of 

by your honors predecessors for wee humbly Conceive that there is no 

Keeping of a forte without Souldiers, and that it is better to have no 

forte, then a forte without some to Keep it. 11
49 

In February of 1676/7, the magistrates at New Castle further 

explained to the Governor that his one-mile limit would require some 

residents of Swanwick to stand watch, while exempting others. A 

marginal note on the letter says, "None to watch in the town or fort 

but such as live in or near e:the town unles on alarmes or Extraordinary 

50 
occasions. 11 The New Castle fort did not receive a garrison of 

regular soldiers. 

Perhaps because the military officers were not subject to 

review by the local civil government, one of the commanders found ample 

opportunity to overstep his bounds. Christopher Billop, who was 

commissioned in 1676 or 1677 was also appointed sub-collect6.r for the 

51 
Delaware. 

At the court session of March 1677 /8., the justices received 

reports of what they termed the 11severall straynes & unusuall actions" 
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of the commander. 5 ~ Among Billop's transgressions were keeping his 

horses stabled in the watch of the fort; storing his hay and fodder in the 

court room; penning his P,.ogs within the fort wall, and keeping the gate 

locked; requiring the one soldier in the fort (probably Evert Brantie) to 

attend to his private affair.s; forbidding the court to keep prisoners in 

the fort; and in his capacity of customs collector, requiring the 

inhabitants to pay duty on small goods bought in the town. 

Billop replied that 11 ••• the Cort should not sitt in the fort, and 

that itt Conserned not. the Cort"; that the letter of the law required his 

collecting customs on all purchases, and he would not remit the money 

without direct1..order from the governor. However, after "a long dispute" 

Billop backed down. 53· 

Edmund Andros was out of the country in July of 1678. 

Apparently Billop continued his high-handed behavior, for the New 

Castle court sent the go"."ernor a bill of particulars concerning 

11 ••• the actions and proceedings of the Commander Capt. Billop here 

sence his honors departure ..•. 11 Besides including a cop,Y of the 

accusations made in March of that year, they went on to accuse him 

of defaming the governor and taking up with Mayor John Fenwi-cke, 54 

of trying to overrule the court, of expropriating people's possessions 

in the name of enforcing fines, and of selling unmarked livestock for 

his own profit. Capping these excesses, the court "further desire his 
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honor to know whether the said Com:nande{r) hath power to grant 

Lycenses for marriage, as to severall persons hee hath done, where 

by the Common Course of 3 proclamations in the Church or beannes 

· . L "d ·a 1155 setting up is a1 as1 e .•• 

In August, upon his return, Andros removed Billop from 

his position as sub-collector of customs, and as signed the job to 

Peter Alricks as collector with Thomas Wollaston as clerk. He 

instructed them to "take care of the Customs according to acts of 

parliamt and former practice ..•• 11 56 

Some time before October of that year, Andros re],ieved 

Billop of his command, for in a letter to the court he ~ays, "The 

Late Commander is here and to give an acCt. of his acting in yor. 

parts, and if any have been wronged by him they shall have Right 

& alsoe any publick mattr. wch. may further acrew Rectifyed as soon 

57 
as may be ..• 11 

It would seem that even in the matter of military affairs the 

inhabitants of the Delaware were self- reliant. The 1676 Law Book for 

Staten Island specified that the local militia officers were to be chosen 

from men nominated by the constables and overseers. 58 The New 

Castle book is not known to exist, but it seems safe to assume that 

even in the absence of constables, some form of local nomination 

was followed. 
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The governors' military presence could hardly have been called 

oppressive. One commander and one elderly soldier do not constitute 

much of a garrison. .Christopher Billop 1s excesses were not tolerated 

for long; Andros 1readiness to listen to the magistrates in Billop's case 

indicates that he had trust and confidence in the court. Moreover, one 

cannot overlook Andros' willingness to bend the letter of the law, even 

the laws coacerning the collecting of customs, to accommodate local 

practice. 

The most influential of the civil offices was that of justice. 

These ·officers had jurisdiction in both civil and criminal matters •. 

within the range described by the Rules for Government. The-y: also had 

the responsibility of regulating church and munlcipal matters. 59 

From early in the English period, the authorities respected 

the influence of leading local citizens. In his orders concerning the 

Delaware, Robert Carr was instructed to consult certain prominent 

men regarding both civil matters and disputes with the Indians. 
60 

Under the Duke of York's laws, justices were exempted from paying 

most taxes, and from military service. 61 

Two of the men with whom Carr was instructed to co9-sult 

remained on the bench for some time. Peter Alricks, probably the 

most prominent citizen of New Castle, retained his seat throughout 

the Duke of York's proprietorship. Hans Block, a substantial 

resident of the neighboring community of Swanwyck, held his seat until 
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his death in the late 1670 1s. 

There was some attempt to represent all sections of the court's 

jurisdiction on the New Castle bench. ·Fop Outhout, who lived on the 

east side of the river, and Gerrit Otto, who had a large tract at 

Appoquinimink., both held seats from at least 1676 to 1681. Other 

persons held office for shorter periods of time. There were six 

justices until 1678; in that year the justices requested that their 

62 
number be doubled. It was not doubled, but the number was raised 

from six to seven. 

In the late 1660 1 s, the New Castle court had been reaffirmed 

as the superior court on the Delaware. When Lovelace instituted the 

bailiff form of town government, some doubt.about the court's position 

must have arisen. At the request of the New Castle court, he issued 

an order that the alteration of the form of governmeD;t in the town was to 

have no effect on the court's privileges as a high court on the river. 
63 

Andros 1 rules reaffirmed the court's primacy once again. 

The court handled a wide variety of problems. By far its most 

usual duty was hearing and deciding lawsuits involving debt. Small 

crimes were heard in regular sessions; the few major crimes were 

heard in special session. When the justices sat as the Court of Oyer 

and Terminer in the Long Finn trial, 1669, and again in a manslaughter 

case in 1671, Governor Lovelace sent detailed instructions on how to 
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conduct the trial. 64 These instructions we re almost scripts, indicating 

that the governor recognized how unfamiliar his civil office rs on the 

Delaware were with English court procedures. 

The legally recognized language under the Duke of York was 

English, but there was no attempt to force English on the people. Not 

until Andros sent his rules to the New Castle court was the re a clear 

requirement that the records be kept in English. In 1669, Lovelace 

sent a commission and letter of introduction 11in Dutch undr ye gov rs 

hand & seale 11 to Whorekill, naming the Schout and Commissioner~~ 

All four officers were Dutch. The New Castle court appropriated 

money to pay interpreters after 1670. 

In their function as the governing body for the town of New 

Castle and its environs, the court justices carried on a regular 

correspondence with the governor. Moreover, the justices seem to 

have made regular trips to New York. Possessing the sole power to 

levy taxes, the court was responsible for seeing that the roads and 

dykes were maintained, that quitrents were collected, and that public 

debts were discharged. The expenditure of money had to be reported 

to the governor, and levies required his approval. 

The statutory method for levying taxes in New York was by 

66 
the monetary value of the estate. Thin settlement on the Delaware 

did not lend itself to property assessment too easily. 11The people 

live so far distant and their Estates for the most part soe 
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Inconciede r~ble; that wee can find no Convenient way to discover the 

1 1167 value o o. The magistrates asked permission to levy by the poll 

as was customary in Virginia. This was granted. 

There are very few mentions of municipal facilities in either 

the correspondence with the governor or in the court records. In 1676, 

the court requested permission to construct a prison. 
68 

They were 

apparently slow in building it; two years later, Captain Billop refused 

the court access to the fort for use as a prison, which had been the 

custom. The prison in the fort: must have been a grim and makeshift 

69 
affair, for in 1677 a drunk was put in the 11prison hole 11

• In 1677, 

William Tom, a prominent citizen who had suffered severe financial 

reverses, was imprisoned for debt in a chaD:'l.ber 11for want of a prison. 1170 

Apparently the "prison hole" was intended for another class of prisoner. 

There was no court house, but the court maintained a room in 

the fort. In 1677 John Moll was reimbursed for making the court room 

fit to use in winter. The entry specifies that the chimney was built that 

71 year. In 1679, the court allowed 21 gilders to Thoma,. Wollaston 

for using his house as a courtroom during the winter of 1677 /78, when 

Chr~stopher Billop had locked the court out of the fort. 

Both a weigh house and stocks are mentioned in the records, 

but no mention is made of money for upkeep of either facility. Likewise 

the records are silent on the streets and anchorage; it is probably safe 
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to surmise that there was no real effort to build wharves during the 

seventeenth century. The streets probab1y we re dirt. 

Aside from dykes and causeways, the only mention of streets 

in town occurred in 1680, when 11 upon ye Request of Mr. John Moll 

as being att present Cheefly Interested, the Court ordered that Doctor 

Spry and huybert Hendricks shall open ye Streets wch. by them are att 

72 present closed up, betweene this and next Court day. 11 

Roads in the countryside received a little mor<: court attention. 

Roads were to be at least ten feet broad, and cleared of standing and 

fallen trees; stumps were to be cut close to the ground; trees bordering 

the roads were to be marked each year on both sides; and bridges and 

causeways were to be built over "all marshy swampy & difficult dirty 

areas ••• 1173 The road district for the town of New Castle included 

land from Red Lion Creek to the south bank of the Christina, and 

74 
included the communities of Swanwyck and Cranehook. 

A number of petty officials were responsible to the court. 

There is mention of constables?
5 

but their function was that of a minor 

law officer. New Castle town had a crier, who published local notices, 

such as lost articles. 
76 

Some minor offices lasted only for the duration 

of a specific project, such as the overseer of roads and dykes, who was 

responsible for seeing that public ways were maintained. 

On the eve of Penn's grant, in 1680/l, Andros was summoned 



~ - .... --~--

38 

to England. He called a general meeting of the justices in his colony 

at New York in December 1680, to introduce the royal auditor, John 

Lewin, and to inform them of his impending departure. He excused the 

New Castle justices because of the distance and the time of the year. 

Instead he introduced Lewin by letter. 
77 

One is struck by the breadth of the responsibilities of the 

justices at New Castle. Charged with everything from oversee~ng 

church affairs to granting lands, from road maintenance to hearing 

capital crimes, they engendered little opposition. Governor Lovelace 

visited the Delaware only once, to meet with the Indians.· His successor 

Andros visited only to introduce himself in 1675. The justices must 

.have been satisfied with the royal governors, for there were few 

conflicts; in only two cases does Andros express dissatisfaction with 

the behavior of individual justices. 

More important, perhaps, is the fact that there was little 

discontent among the populace. Between 1663 and 1681, there were 

only two instances of popular dissatisfaction that bordered on rebellion. 

One serious case of slander against the court occurred in 1678. Only in 

1681, when the Penn grant was rumored, was there any seri_ous open 

opposition to the court. 

Dissent 

The first serious instance of popular dissatisfaction was the 



39 

"Long Finn's Rebellion". The Swedish and Finnish population around 

Upland and Christiana had never really amalgamated into the Dutch 

and English population of the rest of the couhtry. While Swedes appeared 

at court, very few of them lived in the town of New Castle. 

In 1669, a Swede or Finn variously known as John Binks on, 

Matheus Hencks, and Marcus •Jacobson, appeared in the colony claiming 

to be the son of the famous Swedish general Coningsmark. He and one 

of the Finnish settlers on the Delaware, one Henry Coleman, wet1;t 

about the Swedish community during the summer of 1669, spreading 

dissatisfaction and fomenting a rebellion. The apparent purpose was to 

reassert the Swedish claim to the river. Coleman was reported to be 

fluent in the Indian language. He and Binkson/Hencks/Jacobson hid 

78 
among the Indians. 

Armgart Printz, daughter of the ro:rmerSwedish governor, was 

somehow involved in the plot. This involvement may have given some 

legitimacy to Binkson1s claim among the Swedes. In a letter to 

Captain John Carr, Governor Lovelace said, 79 

I thought Jaffe. Papegay, Armgart Prins had beene so discreete 
not to have intermedled in so unworthy a designe, for though 
what she hath Comitted was not of any dangerous Coq.sequence 
yet it was a demonstration of their Inclynation & temper to 
advance a strange power & a manifestation of her high 
Ingratitude for all those Indulgences and favours she hath 
received from those in Authority over her. 

Somehow the authorities learned of the uprising, and arrested 

the participants before they could do any harm. The governor ordered a 
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special commission, including his secretary Mathias Nicholls as 

president, and at least four other persons to hear the case. Because 

the other correspondence concerning punishment for the rebels is 

addressed to Captain John Carr, the Schout, and the Commissaries, 

one might surmise that these were the other commissioners for the 

. 1 80 tr1a • 

Thirty-six persons are listed as "confederates" of the Long 

Finn, while thirty-eight more are listed as "delinquents". Two of 

these people were widows. The punishment for the "simpler sort of 

those who have been drawne into the comotion" was recommended to be 

a stiff enough fine that they would not have time to think about rebellion 

in the future. The Long Finn himself was to be branded and transported 

. 81 
to the Barbados where he was to be sold into servitude. 

Nothing in the record gives much insight into the cause for 

dissatisfaction among the Swedish settlers. However, the Swedes were 

a cohesive and rather close community, who maintained their language 

and religion well into the eighteenth century. The presence of someone 

claiming to represent the Swedish crown, and his encouragement from 

Armgart Printz, must have awakened some smoldering sense of 
' 

nationalism. Once the rebellion had been subdued, the Swedes gave the 

government no more trouble. However, no Swedes sat on the court at . 

New Castle from at least 1676-to.1680. Nor did any of the rebels serve 

82 . 
on the Upland court. 
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In 1675 a civil disturbance of some proportion disturbed New 

Castle's tranquility for a few days. ln'May of that year, Andros, at a 

special court held at New Castle, ordeTed that roads be built and 

maintained between the colony's settlements, and that the marsh above 

town be drained. He gave the inhabitants three months to complete the 

83 
works. 

The following month, the court ordered that, in order to 

follow the order to build the required roads, the town would condemn 

the marsh above town, dyke it, and drain it. Moreover, the dykes 

belonging to Justice Hans Block of Swa?wyck would have ~o be repaired 

and strengthened. Townspeople and residents of the countryside as w:ell 

were ordered to begin work on the project immediately or face a fine~4 

The order was read at a public meeting in the church on June 

4, 1675. 

According to the magistrates 1 report of the ensuing disorder, 

there were three ringleaders. The first to voice his opposition was 

John Ogle, a 27-year-old farmer. The magistrates reported, "John 

Ogle said, 'We. neither intend to build Hans Block's dike nor the other 

dike, 1 Capt. Cantwell answered: 1 you John Ogle are an Eng~~shman 

and it does not become you to make such commotion among so many 

people. 1 and he took him by the arm and shoved him out of the church. 11 

One Mathias Smith took up the battle, and Captain Cantwell 
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called for the constable to put Smith in the stocks. When the constable 

did not appear, Cantwell "was forced to strike him with his cane." 

Dominy Jacob Fabricius then jumped into the fray on the side 

of the protestors. This was too much for the magistrates, who ordered 

Ogle and Fabricius placed immediately on a boat bound for New York. 

This reaction excited the crowd still further, " ... some of the people 

who gathered near the boat shouted 1sieze it, sieze it, 1 while some 

milled around with swords and clubs. Since it appeared as if a great 

disorder was about to erupt, we resolved, at the request of several 

people, to have the aforesaid John Ogle and Magister Fabritius brought 

back ashore. 11 William Torn, in a separate account of the riot, quotes 

the protestors as shouting "fatt them on, fatt them on11 • Dr. Charles 

Gehring of New York has read this as an attempt to render the Dutch, 

85 
11Vatt hem aen11 , or sieze it. 

If one is to believe the magistrates, the dykes were a long 

overdue public improvement, which would serve the interest of the 

countryside as well as the town. New Castle was the only substantial 

market town for miles; although'·the settlements at Swanwyck and other 

nearby areas had some self.:identity, the court was held at New Castle, 

and the market was there. A.lso, the colony's main defense post was in 

New Castle. New Castle is connected to fa~t land by only one neck. The 

river and the marshland around the northeast and southwest sides of 

town were nearly impassable during the long, rainy Delaware winters. 
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"All the inhabitants, country-people and strange.rs would have to go 

5 or 6 English miles through the woods in order to go as far as 

Zwaenwyck which is not more than one English mile away since Mr 

Hans Block 1 s dike has been built ... 11
86 

From the point of view of the administration, the protestors 1 

behavior was as unnecessary as it was unseemly. According to the 

official estimate, nobody would have had to put in more than ten hours' 

work to cover his share of the labor, and laborers who had time to 

work for others could make from 30 to 40 gilders a day -- e~ough to 

buy a grindstone. Only the inhabitants of the town would thereafter be 

responsible for maintaining the dyke. Moreover, the magistrates 

reported that several persons had privately offered to help Hans Block 

build his dyke if they could have le'ave to use it as a causeway to to~n. 87 

Hans ;Block had agreed to pay for a substantial part of the cost 

of building his dyke, including bearing the entire cost of the sluices and 

gates. He pledged his heirs and assigns the responsibility for the main

tenance of·the dyke ii;i the future. The magistrates attested that the 

dyke did not make it easier for Block to harvest his marsh hay, as it 

could be harvested ju_st as well from an undyked marsh. 

William Tom was most eloquent in his assessment of the dyke 

riot. In a letter to Governor Andros, he complains, 11 wee hope your 

honor will not allow of and impossible for us to gett - - - Justice 
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according to the best of our Knowledge when all our acions shalbe 

disputed by a plebian faccion which will not onely force us to leave the 

bench but will expose the Country to greate charges when upon every 

occasion there frenzicall braynes pleases the Swedes and Fynnes 

being such a sort of people that must be kept under else they will rebell 

and of that nation those here are the worst sort as by instance the Long 

Fynne ... 11 Tom went on to compare the disturbance at New Castle 

with ·Such peasant re hellions as Wat Tyler's rebellion, :: Mazaniello' s 

rebellion in Italy, and John of Leyden. More importantly, he compares 

it to a Dutch uprising against the English at New York in 1667. 

But what of the protesters' side? 

'.Ihe ·.aaministration had shown peor judgment in ordering a 

major roadbuilding project in early summer. This is a busy time for 

farmers, whose every daylight hour during early June is spent planting 

or cultivating. The work don~ just as the new crops emerge can 

determine the success or failure of a crop. Draining marshland was 

considered important enough to be a requirement in many patents; a 

landholder who failed to drain his marshes might be subject to the 

88 
revocation of his patent. And one cannot ignore a certain.natur.al 

tendency to shortsightedness .on the part of the individual where public 

works are concerned. In two petitions to tJ:le governor, people who 

objected to the dyke project indicated willingness to work on the public 
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dyke if they would have a share in the common land that would be 

drained. They protested when it came to Hans Block's marsh. 89 

Block's position as a magistrate could not have helped matters at all. 

Tom's diatribe against the Swedes and Finns seems especially 

unjustified in light of the fact that the rioters were shouting in Dutch. 

The anti-dyke petitioners included fairly equal numbers of English, 

Dutch and Swedes. 90 All the petitioners lived outside of town. Delegates 

for all the residents of Cranehook and Christina signed one of the 

petitions. Thus it seems that the dyke riot stemmed from the ruxal 

residents 1 unhappiness over a tax that would not benefit them directly. 

For travellers from the more distant parts of the jurisdiction, the four 

or five miles saved by the dykes must have seemed inconsiderable. 

The dykes were built, and the leaders of the disttlrbance were summoned 

to New York. The degree of their punishment is not known, but some 

people were fined for failing to work on the dykes. 91 

Late in the Duke of York period, with rumors of change in the 

wind, some Delaware inhabitants questioned the legitimacy of their 

government. The problem came to a head in a relatively routine 

lawsuit between Abraham Mann and Justice John Moll. 

In March of 1681 a man named John Smith was a debtor to 

Moll for a debt payable in wheat or barley. Moll obtained a judgment 

that gave him permission to sieze Smith's servant. Smith offered to 
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pay the debt in 11 cattell pewter brasse bedding or any other goods which 

hee had." He sought the return of the servant and also accused Moll of 

undervaluing him. Moll requested a jury trial. With the court's 

permission, Smith appointed Abraham Mann to be his attorney. The 

jury found for Moll in a judgment of non-suit. 
92 

Mann then 11 ••• of his owne accord and in open court declared 

and Impeached Justice Moll saying that hee ye sd Moll was nott fitt t~ 

sitt as a Judge in Court and tendered to proove what he sayed, wch 

Justice John Moll deseired to be recorded and thereupon withdrew 

himselfe from ye bench. 11 Mann posted a security bond that he would 

93 
pursue the case. 

MolLrefused to sit on the court throughout the summer of 

1681, while Mann pursued the impeachment at the Court of Assizes in 

New York. A number of small suits were postponed that year because 

of Moll's absence; although most of the time the court was able to 

muster the quorum of three justices even without Moll. 
94 

Moll reappeared in his official capacity in November of 1681. 

The findings of the October session of the Court of Assizes were read 

into the New Castle records. 
95 

Mann had presented Moll for several unspecified "words and 

Expressions said to be uttered and spoken in Court and att other times. 11 

Moll pleaded innocent but a jury found him guilty on three of several 
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counts. However, the court reversed the jury's verdict by finding the 

indictment "lllegall and vexatious and that the said John Moll by what 

found against him is not Guilty of any Cryme or Breach of Knowne Law 

therefore Doe acquet the said John Moll ••• 11 Mann was ordered to pay 

costs. Instead, Mann posted security of L 1000 and vowed the pursue 

the matter in England. 9
6 

Not only did the Court of Assizes acquit Moll of Mann's 

charges, they also issued an order tightening the procedures for 

bringing suit. The court ordered that 11 ••• noe prson or prsons 

whatsoever Doe from henceforth presume to Bring ••• any accusation 

or Indictmt against any person or persons whatsoever into any Court 

within this Governmt Butt the matter Cause and Ground o.£ such 

accusacon .•• to bee first heard and Examined Before two Justices of 

the Peace ... 11 The preamble to this order makes it clear that 

Mann's "vexatious Accusacons ... against severall Magistrates 11 

97 was the cause of the order. 

Apparently Mann did not leave for England immediately, but 

went back to New Castle. He sent his servant to the court with a 

manifesto declaring the action of the Court of Assizes illega~, and 

promising to leave for England on the next ship. 
98 

He ordered his man 

99 
to mount his manifesto on the court door. 

Arnoldus Delagrange and Samuel Land swore in a deposition 
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before justices Moll, Alricks, de Haes, and Sempill, that they had 

11 ••• heard Mr. Abram Man, Say thatt all Causes that had bin tryed 

in the Court of New Castle were Illegall that were tryed withoutt a Jury 

and that any man which was Cost in Such actions where there was no 

Jury, the party might take his goods where he found them though taken 

upon Execution and sieze them as stolen goods and that the power of the 

Court was of no Validety and their Lawes Likewise becaues they were 

nott made by an act of Assembly . . . 11 
100 

The court issued a warrant for Mann's arrest. The subsheriff, 

Samuel Land, and Samuel Berquer, constable of Christina, went to 

Mann's house in Christina to arrest him. Mann let Land in, but · 

locked Berquer out. After some grumbling and argument, Mann agreed 

to go with Land, 11 ••• butt he must putt his cloaths on first whereupon 

he went into another Roome to dress himselfe ..• he went into the Roome 

againe for a hatt or cap butt he went his way unknowne to mee which 

way he got out I know nott; Leaving me Locked up in the house so that 

101 
I was forced to come out through a Winder to be att Liberty .•. 11 

The slippery ·Mr. Mann took refuge in Pennsylvania. The 

102 
court at New Castle sent the matter to the Court of Assizes. · 

In December of 1681, Mann was apprehended and gave security that he 

would appear in the New York court. 

This bit of seventeenth-century comic opera would be merely 

amusing if it were an isolated case. However, Mann was not the only 
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person to express dissatisfaction with the government, or doubts about 

its validity at this time. 

In April of 1681, a month after the dispute between Mann and 

Moll erupted, the Anglican minister at New Castle, John Yeo, was 

brought into court for speaking 11 in a most seditious Mutinous & 

Tumultuous manner that this Towne and County of New Castle was not 

within ye govermt or under ye Jurisdiction prprietory of his Royll 

Highnesse and further that this Cort of Justices ... were no Lawfull 

Court nor would hee himself in nae wayes obey ye same etc. 
11103 

Upon questioning, Yeo declared himself not guilty, but when 

the depositions of several witnesses were read and sworn to, he 

a,cknowledged his words. Still claiming to have been guilty of no 

crime, he asked for a jury trial; the jury found him not guilty. 
104 

The depositions against Yeo are interesting. One Joseph 

Burnham related that 11 Yeo sayed from whoome have the Court their 

Commission and in Substance disowned ye power and Legality of ye 

Cort abovementioned. 11• Rebecca Spry swore the same thing; Edward 

Hudson testified that Yeo had declared the court 11 noe Court of Equity". 

Most interesting of all, though, is the testimony of Joseph Ba:Fnes, 

who 11 declareth that being in Maryland some tyme past did heare Mr. 

John Yeo discoursing with Mr Man About William Pens haveing a grant 

from ye King for part of this River, sd Mr Yeo sayed .then if that bee 
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true then wee shall bee free, and they say h~re that New· Castle 

belongs to Maryland and if that bee true I question whether New Castle 

105 
Court bee a Lawfull Court . • . 11 

Finally, in two letters to Captain Brockholls, who was 

serving as Andros' deputy, Ephraim Herman underscored the 

confusion that the impending transferrd.tig of the colony to Penn was 

creating. 

As collector of quit rents, Herman was concerned about over-

due assessments in what had only recently become Pennsylvania. He 

suggests that Brockholls contact Penn's representative, Markham, 

about payment. Herman also relates that a ship nine weeks out of 

Bristol had arrived, bearing tidings "that severall ships more are 

bound for this River and that Esq. Pen wil'follow next Spring. 11 Two 

weeks later, Herman again wrote to Brockholls, relating that William 

Markham had asked the Justices of New Castle to begin laying out the 

11 12 myles above this Towne", but the justices did not know if they had 

the authority to do so. The justices 11 ••• alsoe doe desire to Know 

whether; to begin att the verry Towne it Selfe or att the End of the 

Liberty of the Towne; the news goeth here that Esq Pen is about or has 

gott these Lower Parts alsoe from his Mayestie .•. 11
106 

Finally, in November of 1682, nearly two years after John 

Yeo 1s "seditious" declarations, the Clerk in Council at New York 
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authorized the justices to transfer their loyalty and the land described 

in Penn's deed, to William Penn. The new proprietor, on his part, 

promised immediately to honor all good titles to land on the Delaware. 

Also, he recommended that the court continue to follow and enforce 

the laws of New York until such time as he could call an.assembly 

and establish his own laws. lO? Penn and Markham attended the 

108 
monthly court sessions at New Castle through February of 1683. 

The changes in government under penn are beyond the scope 

of this present paper. However, on a community level, a look through 

the court records of the next decade indicates little functional change. 

The same pe9ple serve on the court; Ephraim Herman continues as 

clerk, and the same names appear as landowners and in lawsuits. 

Although the period of transition involved uncertainty and doubt, it 

appears that New Castle's stability continue? intact into Penn's rule. 



I V

T H E  TOW N

M uch  of th e  c h a r a c t e r  of th e  s e v e n te e n th - c e n tu ry  tow n  of N ew  

C a s tle  h a s  b een  lo s t  to  h i s to r y .  A  m a jo r  f i r e  e a r ly  in  th e  n in e te e n th  

c e n tu ry  d e s tro y e d  p a r t  of th e  to w n , and  th e  e v e n ts  of a  b u sy  th r e e - h u n d r e d -  

y e a r  h i s to r y  h a v e  o b s c u re d  m o s t  fo lk  m e m o ry  of th e  o r ig in a l  tow n  f a b r ic .

A liv e ly  g h o s t of e a r ly  N ew  C a s t le  d o es  e x is t  in  the  lan d  r e c o r d s .  In  

k e e p in g  w ith  th e  p h ilo so p h y  of th e  t im e s ,  the  to w n sp eo p le  th o u g h t th a t

p r o p e r ty  w as of p a ra m o u n t  im p o r ta n c e .  T hey  k e p t t h e i r  m o s t  d e ta i le d  

r e c o r d s  of la n d h o ld in g s .

R e s e a r c h  M ethod

T h e  r e c o n s t r u c t io n  of a  d e ta i le d  m ap  of an  e a r ly  s e t t le m e n t  is  

o ften  v iew ed  as  a n  a r c a n e  a r t .  It is  n o t; ev en  in  th e  a b s e n c e  of s u rv iv in g

m a p s  f r o m  the  p e r io d ,  p a t ie n c e  and  a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of p r o p e r ty  r e c o rd s  

w ill  y ie ld  a  r ic h ly - d e ta i le d  g e o g ra p h y .

52
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T h e  b a s ic  m e th o d  f o r  r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  g e o g r a p h ic a l  f e a t u r e s  in  a 

m a p  o r  p la t  f o r m  is  d e s c r i b e d  in  E d w a r d  H e i t e ' s  a r t i c l e ,  "B o x in g  a Very- 

Old C o m p a s s .  "  ̂ F o l lo w in g  th i s  m e th o d ,  th e  m a p s  in  th is  p a p e r  w e re  

r e c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  old d e e d s ,  s u r v e y s ,  and  in c id e n ta l  r e c o r d s ,  w ith  

m i s s i n g  p o r t io n s  i n f e r r e d  f r o m  r e c o r d s  of a d jo in in g  p r o p e r t i e s ,  c o u r t  

t e s t im o n y ,  and  th e  l ik e .

T he  e a r l i e s t  k n o w n  s u r v iv in g  m a p  of N ew  C a s t l e  is  a  1792 copy  

of a  s t r e e t  p la n  m a d e  in  1750 . ^ O n e - q u a r t e r  of th i s  m a p  is  m i s s i n g .

I t  sh o w s  on ly  the  s t r e e t s  an d  t h e i r  n a m e s .  No f e a t u r e s  o r  l a n d m a r k s
»

a p p e a r  on i t .  B e n ja m in  H e n r y  L a t r o b e ' s  1804 m a p  is  m u c h  m o r e  
3

d e ta i l e d .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  r e c o r d s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  e a r l i e r  m a p s .  J a c o b

A l r i c k s  r e p o r te d  th a t  he  w a s  s e n d in g  a  m a p  and  a  s k e t c h  of th e  f o r t  to
4

h i s  e m p lo y e r s  in H o llan d  in  1657. W il l ia m  P e n n  o r d e r e d  a  new  p la n  of 

th e  tow n  m a d e  so  th a t  h e  c o u ld  d i s p e n s e  u n g ra n te d  l o t s .  ^ The N ew  C a s t le  

c o u r t  r e c o r d s  r e f e r  tw ic e  to  th e  "o ld  D u tch  m a p ,  " o n ce  in  1679 

r e f e r r i n g  to  Jo h n  M o l l 's  r e m o v in g  s o m e  f r u i t  t r e e s  f r o m  Dyke S t r e e t ,  

an d  o n ce  in r e f e r e n c e  to  a  t r e s p a s s  c a s e  in v o lv in g  an  ab an d o n ed  s t r e e t .

■Most land  t i t l e  r e s e a r c h ,  f o r  l e g a l  p u r p o s e s ,  is  done by t r a c i n g

t i t l e s  b a c k w a rd s  f r o m  th e  p r e s e n t  d a y  to  th e  o r ig i n a l  g r a n t .  T he  a u th o r  

s a v e d  c o n s id e r a b le  t im e  by t r a c i n g  t i t l e s  f o r w a r d ,  b eg inn ing  w i th  th e  

e a r l i e s t  know n g r a n t s .
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P e r t i n e n t  in fo rm a t io n  f r o m  e v e r y  e x ta n t t r a n s a c t io n  b e tw ee n  

th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  D uke of Y o rk  p e r io d  to  a b o u t 1715 w a s  no ted  on to  

in d iv id u a l c a r d s .  P h y s ic a l  s o r t in g  of th e  c a r d s  a llo w e d  lo c a t io n  of e a c h

t r a n s a c t io n  in  s p a c e  and  t im e .

A s c h e m a tic  r e n d e r in g  of th e  in fo rm a t io n  on th e  c a r d s  s e r v e d

a s  a  ro u g h  d r a f t  f o r  a  m a p . It w as th e n  p o s s ib le  to  m a k e  c o r r e c t io n s  

f o r  a c tu a l  c o m p a s s  b e a r in g s  an d  d im e n s io n s ,  w h e re  th e y  w e re  know n. 

B e a r in g s  and s iz e s  w e re  in te rp o la te d  w h e re  th e  r e c o r d s  gave  no o th e r  

in fo r m a t io n  th a n  r e la t iv e  lo c a t io n ;  fo r tu n a te ly ,  th e  s e v e n te e n th - c e n tu ry

la y o u t  d e v ia te d  l i t t l e  f r o m  th e  1750 m ap  and  L a t r o b e 's  m o re  d e ta i le d  

1804 m a p . T he lo ts  a s  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  s e v e n te e n th - c e n tu r y  d eed s  f i t  

th e  s t r e e t s  a s  d e p ic te d  in  th e  l a t e r  m a p s , w ith in  a  few  f e e t .

In  s e v e r a l  c a s e s ,  n o ta b ly  th e  b lo c k  a lo n g  F r o n t  S t r e e t  b e tw een  

th e  r i v e r  and  th e  m a r k e t ,  an d  th e  row  fa c in g  th e  s o u th  o f th e  m a rk e t ,  

th e  d e s c e n t  of t i t l e  w as q u ite  g a rb le d . M any o u ts a le s  and  so m e  s lo p p y  

r e c o r d  k e e p in g  h ad  o b s c u re d  th e  e v o lu tio n  of th e s e  l o t s .  In  bo th  in s ta n c e s ,  

i t  w as  n e c e s s a r y  to  t r a c e  th e  t i t l e s  b a c k w a rd s  f r o m  a kno w n  o w n e r to  th e  

e a r l i e r  d e e d s ,  m a tc h in g  up  w ith  th e  u n c e r ta in  d e s c e n ts  a t  a  l a t e r  d a te . 

L a t r o b e 's  m ap  s e r v e d  as  a  s ta r t in g  p o in t in  th e s e  c a s e s .

T he  u n c e r ta in  t i t l e s  m u s t h a v e  b o th e re d  th e  o w n e rs  d u r in g  the  

m id - e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  f o r  s e v e r a l  lo ts  a p p e a r  in  w h a t co m m o n ly  is  

kno w n  a s  a  " s t r a w  m a n "  t r a n s a t t i o n .  T h is  is  a  le g a l  d e v ic e  th a t



a llo w s 'tlie  o w n e r of a  p a r c e l  w ith  u n c le a r  t i t l e  to  s e l l  h is  p r o p e r ty  and 

buy  i t  b a c k , e n te r in g  a  c o m p le te  t i t l e  t r a c e  in to  th e  r e c o r d .  S e v e ra l  

d e e d s  of s a le  m ad e  d u r in g  th e  l6 8 0 's  f i r s t  a p p e a r  a s  e v id en c e  in  s t r a w

m a n  t r a n s a c t io n s  d u r in g  th e  1 7 5 0 's  and  1 7 6 0 's

A lth o u g h  e a r ly  la n d  r e c o r d s  w e re  w r i t t e n  a c c o rd in g  to  a 

g e n e r a l  c o m m o n - la w  f o r m u la ,  th e y  w e re  n o t s o  s ta n d a rd iz e d  a s  to  

c o n ta in  on ly  t r a n s a c t io n a l  in fo rm a t io n .  T he o w n e r 's  o c c u p a tio n , h is  

g e n e a lo g y , th e  b u ild in g s  on th e  p r o p e r ty ,  a n d  th e  p r o p e r ty 's  u s e  o ften  

s e r v e  to  sp e c ify  w h a t p a r c e l  is  b e in g  d e s c r ib e d .  C e r ta in  te rm in o lo g y , 

a lth o u g h  a t  f i r s t  h e lp fu l ,  i s  m e a n in g le s s ,  an d  s e r v e s  only  to  p r o te c t  th e  

b u y e r 's  and s e l l e r 's  u n s p e c if ie d  i n t e r e s t s .  T e r m s  s u c h  a s  " m e s s u a g e  

an d  t e n e m e n t ,"  a lth o u g h  te m p tin g , c a n n o t be c o n s id e re d  d e s c r ip t iv e .

D e s c r ip t io n

V e ry  few  r e c o r d s  d e s c r ib in g  th e  D u tch  tow n  of N ew  A m s te l

s u r v iv e .  A c c o rd in g  to  the. co n d itio n s  o ffe re d  to  th e  s e t t l e r s  on  th e

D e la w a re , in  1656, th e  C ity  of A m s te r d a m  p ro m is e d ^

H e re  th e  C ity  s h a l l  la y p u t^ a  p r o p e r  p ie c e  of lan d  on a  r iv e r  
s id e  f o r  a  s a fe  h a b ita t io n  and  r e s id e n c e  of th e  C o lo n is ts ,  and 
fo r t i fy  i t  w ith  a  d itc h  w ith o u t and  a  w a ll w ith in ; an d  d iv id e  th e  
in c lo s e d  la n d  in to  s t r e e t s ,  a  m a r k e t ,  an d  lo ts  s u i ta b le  f o r  the  
u s e  as  w e ll  o f t r a d e r s  and  m e c h a n ic s  a s  of f a r m e r s ;  and  a l l
th is  a t  th e  e x p e n s e  of th e  C ity .

T h e re  is  no r e c o r d  of th e  d itc h  and  w a ll . P e rh a p s  N ew  A m s te l 's
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m a r s h y  su rro u n d in g s t m ad e  th e s e  u n n d c e s s a r y .  T he tow n  d id  h a v e  th e  

f o r t ,  th o u g h , a s  i ts  c e n te r  o f a d m in is t r a t io n  an d  d e fe n s e . T h e  lo ts  w e re  

a r r a n g e d  in  tw o ro w s . L o ts  w e r e  lo n g  and  n a r ro w , w ith  f if ty  o r  s ix ty  

f e e t  f r o n ta g e ,  th r e e  h u n d re d  f e e t  d e e p , s t r e tc h in g  f r b m ,s t r e e t  to  s t r e e t .

J a c o b  A lr ic k s  s a id  t h e r e  w e re  110 h o u s e s  in  tow n  in  l6 5 9 .

S ave  f o r  th e  w in d m ill ,  w h ich  N ew  C a s t le  d id  n o t h av e  f o r  a n o th e r  tw en ty  

y e a r s ,  th e  tow n  p ro b a b ly  lo o k e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  l ik e  th e  e n g ra v in g  of New 

A m s te r d a m  on p a g e  57. In  th e  p i c tu r e ,  th e  h o u s e s  a r e  c lo se  to g e th e r  

w ith  t h e i r  g ab le  en d s to  th e  s t r e e t ;  m an y  of th e  h o u s e s  fa c e  th e  w a te r .

A ll of N ew  C a s t le 's  w a te r f r o n t  lo ts  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  fa c in g  th e  r iv e r .  

E v e n  th e  in la n d  lo ts  f ro n t  on th e  s t r e e t  n e a r e s t  th e  r i v e r ,  r a th e r  th a n  

th e  m o re  in la n d  s t r e e t .

U n d e r  th e  E n g lish , N ew  C a s t le  g re w  in to  a  ty p ic a l  m a r k e t  tow n,
g

w ith  a  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  open a r e a  s u r ro u n d e d  by d w e llin g s  and  s h o p s .

W ith  th e  b u ild in g  of th e  new  b lo c k h o u se  th e r e  in  th e  la te  l 6 7 0 's ,  th e  

c e n t r a l  s q u a r e  h e ld  the  a d m in is t r a t iv e  a s  w e ll a s  the  c o m m e r c ia l  

c e n te r  o f th e  tow n.(See M ap K)

A lm o s t no r e c o rd  e x i s t s  of th e  a r c h i t e c tu r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of New 

C a s t le .  O nly tw o s u rv e y s  show  b u ild in g s  in  an y  d e ta i l ,  and  bo th  of th e m

d a te  a f t e r  th e  Duke of Y o rk 's  p e r io d .  A rn o ld u s  D e la g r a n g e 's  s u rv e y  of 

h is  w in d m ill  lo t show s th e  lo c a t io n  of the  w in d m ill ,  a  f r a m e  s t r u c tu r e  

w ith  f o u r  s a i l s .  The 1737 p la t  o f Jo h n  V a n g e z e l 's  bank  lo t  show s h is

56
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m o th e r 's  h o u s e . T h is  h o u s e  h a d  a  c e n t r a l  c h im n e y , and  g ab le  f r o n t in g

on th e  s t r e e t .  S in c e  th e  h o u s e  is  on  th e  w a te r  s id e  of F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  on

a bank  lo t ,  i t  p ro b a b ly  w as  b u ilt  a f t e r  1700: th e  bank  lo ts  w e re  n o t g ra n te d

u n til  th e n . O nly  one of th e  e a r ly  h o u s e s  on F r o n t  S t r e e t  s u rv iv e d  th e

f i r e  d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y .  T h is  " T i le "  h o u s e  of 1689

sh o w s on L a t r o b e 's  m a p  and in  su irv iv in g  p h o to g ra p h s  a s  a  t a l l  h o u s e

w ith  a  g ab le  end  on th e  s t r e e t .

9
T h e  o r ig in a l  |o x t- a lm o s t  c e r ta in ly  h ad  an  e a r th w o rk .  J a c o b

A lr ic k s  c o m p la in s  a b o u t i ts  w a sh in g  aw ay  in  f r o n t ;  l a t e r ,  w hen  E n g e lb e r t

L o tt p a te n te d  th e  p a r c e l ,  h e  w as  in s t r u c te d  to  le v e l  th e  lo t .  On p a g e  59

is  a  c o m p o s ite  m a p , sh o w in g  th e  w in d m ill  an d  f o r t  lo t s ,  s u p e r im p o s e d

o v e r  a  m o d e rn  m a p ; s e e  M ap  J  f o r  th e  o r ig in a l  lo t  a r r a n g e m e n t .

N ew  C a s t l e 's  l a t e r  b lo c k h o u se  w as no t n e a r ly  so  e la b o r a te  a

s t r u c t u r e .  In  l6 7 0 , W ill ia m  T o m  p ro p o s e d  to  G o v e rn o r  L o v e la c e  " a

b lo c k e  h o u se  40 fo o te  s q u a r e  w ith  4 a t t  e v e r y  end f o r  F la n c k e r s  in  th e
10

m id d le  of th e  T o w n e " , C o n s id e r in g  how  s lo w  th e  to w n  w as  b u ild in g  

i t s  b lo c k h o u se , a n d  how  o ften  th e  to w n sp e o p le  c o m p la in e d  a b o u t la c k  of 

m o n e y  f o r  th e  p r o j e c t ,  one m a y  w e ll doub t th a t  so  f in e  a  f o r t i f ic a t io n  

w a s  b u ilt.

T h e re  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  p a l is a d e  o r  so m e  s o r t  of fe n c e  a ro u n d  

th e  b lo c k h o u se ; in  th e  w in te r  of 1677, C a p ta in  B illo p s  k e p t  th e  g a te  

lo c k e d  to  r e s t r a i n  h is  p ig s .  H o w e v e r , h e  m ay  h a v e  b e e n  u s in g  th e



M o d e r n  l in e s  sho w n  s o l id  
M o d e r n  s t r e e t s  s t ip p le d  
H i s t o r i c  b o u n d a r ie s  d a sh e d  
S c a le  100' to  the  in c h  
M o d e r n  f e a t u r e s  f r o m  N .C .  

C ounty  p la n n in g  m a p
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o ld e r  f o r t ,  w h ich  w a s  a o t  c o m p le te ly  a b a a d o a e d  o o til  th e  n ex t y e a r .

O th e r  p r o p e r t i e s  w e r e  f e a c e d , f o r  th e  f e n c e s  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  in

th e  d e e d s . T h e r e  w e re  f r u i t  t r e e s  on  a t  l e a s t  tw o p a r c e l s ,  an d  s e v e r a l

d e e d s  m e n tio n  g a r d e n s .

T he s t r e e t s  w e r e  ro u g h ly  on a  g r id ,  a lth o u g h  i t  w as h a r d ly  a

f o r m a l  g r id  p a t t e r n .  F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  a l t e r n a t e ly  c a lle d  th e  S tra n d  an d

W a te r  S t r e e t ,  w as n e a r e s t  th e  r i v e r ,  an d  p a r a l l e l l e d  i t .  H e ad in g  in la n d

one c r o s s e d  W a rm o e s  S t r e e t ,  a ls o  c a l le d  L an d  S t r e e t ;  th e n  M in q u as

S t r e e t ,  a ls o  c a l le d  M ink  o r  S u sq u e h an n a  a n d  a f t e r  1680, M a ry  o r  S a in t

M a ry  S t r e e t .  N ex t w as B e v e r ,  o r  B r e w e r  S t r e e t ,  and  th e n  O t t e r

S t r e e t .  The s t r e e t s  th a t  le d  to  th e  r i v e r  w e re  T h w a r t S t r e e t  on th e

u p s t r e a m  end  of tow n; H a r t  S t r e e t ;  W ood S t r e e t ,  s o m e tim e s  c a l le d  th e

H ighw ay , and  D o m in y  S t r e e t ,  w h ich  w as l a t e r  c a lle d  A nthony and  H ay  

S t r e e t .

L an d  U se  ; T he M e r c a n t i le  Q u a r t e r -

Of th e  in h a b ita n ts  w h o se  t r a d e s  a r e  know n, aU  b u t tw o  o f th e

la n d o w n e rs  b e tw ee n  th e  m a r k e t  and  th e  r i v e r  w e re  m e rc h a n ts  o r

g o v e rn m e n t o f f ic ia ls .  M o s t o f th e  la n d o w n e rs  in  th e  n ex t b lo ck  u p s t r e a m

w e re  m e rc h a n ts  a s  w e ll .

O ne c a n  c a tc h  a  g l im p s e  o f th e  k in d s  o f goods th e  m e rc h a n ts  

in  N ew  C a s t le  c a r r i e d  f r o m  an  in v e n to ry  o f s to le n  i te m s  found  in  th e  

c u s to d y  o f one J e a n e  N a sh  in  1681. She c o n fe s s e d  to  h a v in g  s to le n  f r o m
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A rn o ld u s  D e la g r a n g e 's  w a r e h o u s e  th e  fo llo w in g :

2 re m n a n ts  of os n ag  L in n e n  12 E l ls  
1 p r  of re d  w o o m en  s to c k in g s
1 p i n k u s s i n  1 p r  s to c k in g s  th re d  
1 h o lla n d  s h e e ts
3 re m n a n ts  q t  5-| E l l s  of fy n e  h o lla n d  
|-lb  of G u ile  re d  th r e d
1 p r  of h o lla n d  m e n s  s lee .v e s  m a rk e d  A L
3 h a n d k e r t 'c h e e f s  o f h o lla n d  & 1 la c e d  n e c k lo a th
2 p ts  of C a s t i l l  s o a p e  & 1 p r  of s i z z e r s  
6 3 /4  E l ls  of b ro a d  b le w  R ibband
B lak e  & R ed & o th e r  C u lla rd  R ib b in  & th r e d  T h e  E x a c t

q u a n tity  no t know ne 
S om e p e p p e r  & g in g e r  & s o m  s t r u e  b lew
3 p r  of W o o sted  s to c k in g s
1 fy n e  b lew  a p ro n
2-| E l ls  of b lew fy n e  B in n in g
2 u n m ad e  C o u rs e  b le w  a p ro n s

U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  lo c a t io n  of D e la g r a n g e 's  w a re h o u s e  is  y e t  an  

u n so lv e d  p ro b le m . A bout th is  t im e ,  h e  p a te n te d  th e  w in d m ill  lo t  a t  th e

n o r th  end  of to w n , and h e  e v e n tu a lly  bough t o th e r  p r o p e r ty  th e r e ,  but 

r e c o r d  of h is  e a r l i e r  h o ld in g s  h a s  no t b een  d is c o v e re d .

13

L a n d  U se  t T h e  T r a d e s

T r a d e s m e n  p re d o m in a te  am o n g  th e  m e n tio n e d  o c cu p a tio n s  on 

th e  u p s t r e a m  and  in la n d  s id e s  o f to w n . E n g le b e r t  L o tt  w as a  c o rd w a in e r ,  

an d  h e  so ld  th e  o ld  f o r t  lo t  l a t e  in  th e  c e n tu ry  to  a  g ro u p  of th r e e  ta n n e r s  

an d  c o rd w a in e r s  f r o m  N ew  Y o rk . A s m ith  of u n s p e c if ie d  ty p e  ow ned th e  

lo t  n e x t to  th e  f o r t  f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e .

O ne H an s C o r d e r u s ,  a  c o o p e r , w as g ra n te d  a  lo t  (M ap J3) in  

th e  s a m e  b lo ck  on th e  c o n d itio n  th a t  h e  fo llo w  th e  c o o p e r 's  t r a d e .
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C o rd e ru s  a p p a r e n t ly  l e t  h is  lo t  la p s e  and  p a te n te d  a n o th e r  in  1683

(M ap B 2), w h ich  he  so ld  to  J a n  H a rm o n s o n . T h is  m ay  h a v e  b e en  th e

s a m e  J a n  H e rm s o n , c a r p e n te r ,  who ow ned  a  lo t  on  F r o n t  S t r e e t .

T h e re  m ay  h a v e  b e e n  a  ta n y a r d  o r  s o m e  o th e r  f a c i l i ty

c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  l e a t h e r  t r a d e  on th e  b a ck  s id e  of to w n . A t a n n e r ,  a

f a r m e r ,  an d  a  c o r d w a in e r  to g e th e r  p u r c h a s e d  a  d o ub le  lo t  on B e v e r

S t r e e t  ju s t  above  W ood S t r e e t  (M ap D , 3 & 4). A  w h e e lw rig h t and  a

b la c k s m ith  (M ap D 12) ow ned lo ts  th a t  fa c e d  on  th e  m a r k e t ,  a b o u t in  th e

m id d le  o f the  b lo ck  on M in q u as  S t r e e t .  A m b ro s e  B a k e r ,  who ow ned

s ix  lo ts  (M ap D, 8 -! ll)  on th e  s a m e  b lo c k , w a s  a  w o o d c u tte r .

T he m a r k e t  s q u a r e  re m a in e d  u n c h a n g e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d .

No p a te n ts  o r  s a le s  a t  a l l  c a n  be p la c e d  on th e  b lo ck  bounded by L a n d ,

H a r t ,  M in q u a s , and  W ood s t r e e t s .  T he  D u tc h  h a d  p ro m is e d  th e i r

s e t t l e r s  a  m a r k e t  p la c e .  In  l6 7 0 , w hen  C a p ta in  C a r r  and  th e

C o m m is s a r ie s  p ro p o s e d  a  new  lo c a t io n  f o r  th e  f o r t ,  th e y  s a id ,  " T h a t

th e  m a r k e t  w h e re  th e  b e l l  h a n g s  is  d e e m e d  th e  m o s t  s u i ta b le  lo c a t io n

in  N ew  C a s t le  to  m a k e  a  f o r t i f ic a t io n  of b lo ck  h o u s e s ,  p ro v id e d  th a t

14th e  H o n o ra b le  C ap t. C a a r  s h a l l  c e d e  f o r e v e r  th e  r e q u ir e d  la n d . "

T h e  m o s t  te l l in g  d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  m a r k e t  o c c u r s  in  1689,

u n d e r  W illia m  P e n n 's  a d m in is t r a t io n .  In  a n  u n p u b lish e d  w a r r a n t

r e g i s t e r  in  th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  L and  O ffice , is  a n  e n try  th a t  d e s c r ib e s  th e

15m a r k e t  p la c e ,  an d  a p p r o p r ia te s  a  lo t  f o r  th e  c o u r t  h o u s e . T h is  is  th e
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f i r s t  m ention, of a  c o u r t  h o u s e  d is s o c ia te d  f r o r n  an y  m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i ty ,  

a n d  lo c a te s  th e  b u ild in g  w h e re  th e  p r e s e n t  N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  H o u se  

s ta n d s .  (M ap K)

A lo t f o r  a  s c h o o l w a s  la id  o u t in  th e  l 6 7 0 's ,  on  so m e  of th e  

l e s s  d e s i r a b le  lan d  a t  th e  lo w e r  end of to w n . I s a a c  S lo w e r , a s c h o o l

m a s t e r ,  h e ld  a  lo t  n e x t to  th e  p ro b a b le  s c h o o l lo t  f o r  s o m e  t im e ,  bu t 

no r e c o r d  e x is ts  of p u b lic  e x p e n d itu re  f o r  a  s c h o o l b u ild in g  o r  a  

t e a c h e r 's  s a l a r y .  T h e  s c h o o l  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  s u p p o r te d  by th e  c h u rc h , 

o r  by  s u b s c r ip t io n .

B e c a u se  th e  r i v e r  c h a n n e l is  c lo s e  to  th e  b a n k , th e r e  w as 

l i t t l e  need  to  p ro v id e  a  m a n m a d e  a n c h o ra g e .  A p p a re n t ly  few  o r  no

w h a rv e s  w e re  b u ilt  u n t i l  th e  b an k  lo ts  w e re  g ra n te d  a f t e r  1700. T he 

f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  to  a  p u b lic  w h a r f  o c c u r s  in  1708 w h en  R o e lo ff d e H a e s  

a c q u i r e d  a  bank  lo t  (M ap H I 2) w ith  a  c o r n e r  on  " F r e e  W h arf S t r e e t ,  " 

p o s s ib ly  th e  m o d e rn  H a rm o n y  S t r e e t .

T he c o n s is te n c y  w ith  w h ich  m e r c a n t i l e  a c t iv i t ie s  o c c u r  a lo n g  

th e  r iv e r f r o n t  and  m a n u fa c tu r in g  a c t iv i t ie s  in la n d  m a k e s  one s u s p e c t  

th a t  th is  lan d  u s e  p a t t e r n  w as  d e l ib e r a te .  In  p a r a l l e l ,  a n  in s ta n c e  

o c c u r r e d  a t  W h o re k ill  in  w h ic h  a  t r a d e s m a n  w a s  d e n ie d  a  s h o re  lo t

b e c a u s e  the  c o u r t  b e lie v e d  th a t  a  s h ip b u i ld e r  co u ld  b e t t e r  u se  th e

f r o n ta g e .  In s te a d , th e  t r a d e s m a n  w as e n c o u ra g e d  to  a c c e p t  a  lo t  on the

16
in la n d  s id e  of tow n .
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T h ro u g h o u t th e  D uke of Y o rk  p e r io d  th e r e  w as c o n s id e r a b le

u n g ra n te d  la n d  in  N ew  C a s t le .  In  1680, J a n  B isk  an d  I s a a c  T a y n e

re c e iv e d  v a c a n t  lo ts  in  p a y m e n t of a  d e b t ow ed  th e m  by th e  to w n  (M ap G 4).

W hen P e n n  a s s u m e d  c o n tro l  of th e  c o lo n y , h e  r e q u e s te d  a n  a s s e s s m e n t

17
of v a c a n t  la n d s  so  th a t  h e  co u ld  e n c o u ra g e  new  s e t t l e r s  in  th e  to w n .

By th e  la te  l 6 8 0 's ,  a l l  o r  n e a r ly  a l l  of th e  v a c a n t  f a s t  la n d  in  

N ew  C a s t le  h a d  b e en  g ra n te d .  H o w e v e r , th e  s u b d iv is io n  o f th e  m o re  

v a lu a b le  lo ts  h a d  b e e n  go ing  on f o r  so m e  t im e .  T h e  lo ts  in  th e  

m e r c a n t i le  s e c t io n  of to w n  w e re  g ra n te d  and  su b d iv id e d  f i r s t ,  s o m e  in to  

p o r t io n s  a s  s m a l l  a s  tw e n ty  o r  t h i r ty  f e e t  w id e  (M ap E ) . T h e  m o s t  

h e a v i ly  su b d iv id e d  s e c t io n  w as  th e  lo w e r  end  of th e  b lo ck  b e tw e e n  th e  

r i v e r  an d  th e  m a r k e t .

If th e  s iz e  of th e  lo ts  is  a  r e l ia b le  in d ic a to r  of t h e i r  r e la t iv e  

v a lu e ,  th e  p a r c e l s  ra n g e d  a ro u n d  th e  m a r k e t  w e re  on ly  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  

d e s i r a b le  th a n  th e  w a te r f r o n t .  D u rin g  th e  l6 8 0 's  the  b lo ck  a lo n g  th e  

in la n d  s id e  of the  m a r k e t  (M ap D) w as su b d iv id e d  in to  lo ts  o n ly  a  l i t t l e  

l a r g e r  th a n  th e  lo ts  a lo n g  th e  r i v e r .  In  l6 8 7 , J u s tu s  A n d e rs o n

r e a r r a n g e d  a  doub le  lo t  a t  th e  u p p e r  end  of th e  m a r k e t ,  w h ic h  h e  h ad  

p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  Jo h n  M o ll in to  tw o lo ts  w ith  m a r k e t  f ro n ta g e  r a th e r  th a n  

tw o  lo ts  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  th e  b lo ck . T h is  is  th e  f i r s t  long itud in^ il 

d iv is io n  of a  b lo ck ; no m o re  s u c h  d iv is io n s  o c c u r  u n til th e  p u r c h a s e  of
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lan d  f o r  th e  new  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rc h  in  1707. T he lan d  a ro u n d  th e  

p e r ip h e r y  of tow n  (M aps A , D & F ) w a s  la id  o u t in  r a t h e r  l a r g e  t r a c t s .  

T he p a r c e l s  w e re  o f te n  d o u b le  o r  t r i p l e  lo t s ,  and  so m e  w e re  a s  la r g e  

a s  s e v e r a l  a c r e s .  T h is  m ay  h a v e  b e e n  a  fu n c tio n  of th e  d is ta n c e  f r o m  

th e  m a r k e t  s q u a r e  o r  th e  r i v e r f r o n t ,  b u t i t  is  ju s t  a s  l ik e ly  a  fu n c tio n  

of th e  n a tu re  of th e  la n d  i t s e l f .  T h e  la n d  in la n d  and d o w n s tre a m  is  

q u ite  m a r s h y ,  and  th e s e  la r g e  lo ts  m a y  h a v e  b een  u n s u ita b le  f o r  

d e v e lo p m e n t.

I t  is  i n t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  th a t  th e  f i r s t  a t te m p t  to  e x p an d  beyond

N ew  C a s t l e 's  m a r s h y  b o r d e r s  o c c u r r e d  a lo n g  th e  r i v e r  to  th e  so u th .

P e t e r  A lr ic k s  h a d  h e ld  a  l a r g e  t r a c t  o f m a r s h ,  w ith  th e  in te n tio n  of

d ra in in g  i t ,  b u t h e  n e v e r  d id . In  1715, P e n n  g ra n te d  p a r t  o f th e  m a r s h

to  a  c o n s o r t iu m  of to w n s m e n , s ta t in g  in  th e  w a r r a n t ,  " W h e re a s  g re a t

c o m p la in ts  h a v e  b e e n  m ad e  by d iv e r s  of th e  In h a b ita n ts  of N ew  C a s tle

th a t  th e  M a r s h  on th e  W es t and  S o u th w e s t S ide of th e  S aid  T ow n ly in g

u n d ra in e d  c o n tin u a lly  s u p p lie s  s u c h  q u a n ti t ie s  of u n w h o le so m e  v a p o u rs

18
a s  v e r y  m u ch  in ju r e s  th e  H e a lth  of th e  s a id  in h a b ita n ts  . . .  . "

T h e  p a te n te e s  a p p a re n t ly  m a d e  so m e  a t te m p t to  d r a in  and 

r e c la im  th is  la n d . T h e i r  s u rv e y  r e tu r n  show s so m e  d itc h in g  and  a 

ro a d . T he p r o je c t  m e t  w ith  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s ,  th o u g h ,fo r  th e  la n d  s t i l l  is  

a  m a r s h .

In  s p i te  of th e  g ro w in g  u n a v a ila b il i ty  of f i r m  v a c a n t  lan d  in



66

N ew  C a s t le ,  t h e r e  w a s  s u r p r i s in g ly  l i t t l e  s p e c u la t io n .  F o r  f o u r  y e a r s ,

f r o m  1683 to  1686, P e n n ’s g o v e rn m e n t c o n d u c te d  a  c e n su s  and  a s s e s s m e n t ,

20
w h ich  h a s  b e e n  p u b l is h e d . L o t o w n e rs  in  N ew  C a s t le  a r e  r e a d i ly

d is t in g u is h e d , f o r  t h e i r  tow n  lo ts  a r e  l i s t e d  s e p a r a te ly  f r o m  c o u n try
/

p r o p e r t i e s .  M o s t o f th e  la n d o w n e rs  h ad  one o r  tw o lo ts ;  on ly  a  few  h ad  

m o re  th a n  s ix .  O n ly  tw o  o f th e s e  s e e m  to  h a v e  b een  e n g ag e d  in  

s p e c u la t io n  on an y  s c a le .  M o re o v e r ,  few  o w n e rs  d r a m a t ic a l ly  in c r e a s e d

o r  d e c r e a s e d  t h e i r  h o ld in g s  th ro u g h o u t th e s e  fo u r  y e a r s .

NAM E

CENSUS O F  L O T  OW NERS 

1 6 8 3 /4  1 6 8 4 /5  1 6 8 5 /6  1 6 8 6 /7
P e t e r  A lr ic k s 2 2 2 2
J u s tu s  A n d e rs o n  (A n d rie s )  1 1 1 1
A m b ro s e  B a k e r 5 5 - 3
G ile s iB a r r e t t 2 - - -

Jo h n  B isk 6 3 2 2
E d w a rd  B lak e - - - 1
Jo h n  B o y e r 2 1 2 1
J o s e p h  B u rn h a m - 1 - -
A nthony  B ry a n t 8 3 1 1
Jo h n  d a n n 4 2 2 2
E d m u n d  C a n tw e ll 1 1 1 -

J u d ith  C ra w fo rd 2 - - -
W ill ia m  C r o s s e  (L o r ra in ) 1 1 -
C la e s  Daniel5{= 5 „1 - 1
Jo h n  D a rb y - - - 1
M o se s  D eG an 1 - 1 1
Jo h a n n e s  d e H ae s 2 1 1 2
A rn o ld u s  D e la g ra n g e 4 3 3 3
A e m iliu s  d e R in g 5 5 3 3
M a th ia s  de  R ing 1 3 2 2
M ath y as  d eV o o s* - 1 - -
E l d e r t  E g b e r ts 1 - - -
^ In d ic a te s  a b s e n c e  f r o m  o th e r  lan d  r e c o r d s .  T h e se  la n d o w n e rs  m ay  
h a v e  n e v e r  p r o p e r ly  r e c o r d e d  th e i r  p u r c h a s e s ,  o r  th e  r e c o r d  m a y  be 
lo s t .
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N A M E 1 6 8 3 /4  1 6 8 4 /5  1 6 8 5 /6  1 6 8 6 /7
67

Jo h n  ffolk>!« 1 - - -
S y b ra n t  ffolk=J= 1 - - -
Jo h n  f f o r a t - - 1 1
Jo h n  G a r r e t s  on* 7 1 1 -
J o s y n  H a m il to n * - - - 1
R ic h a rd  H a ll iw e l l - - - 1
A d a m  H ay 1 - - -
H u b e r t  H e n d r ic k s 2 - - -
Jo h n  H e n d r ic k s o n 1 1 1 1
W idow  H ib e r t s * - 3 - -
G a r r e t t  J o h n so n - - 3 3
S a m u e l L and 1 1 3 -
D o rc a s  L and - - - 3
- -  L o r r a in  (W m . C ro s ie ?  ) 1 - - -
E n g e lb e r t  L o tt 2 3 3 3
A b ra h a m  M an - 2 - -
Jo h n  M andy 1 1 3 -
M a ry  M andy - - - 1
Jo h n  M oll 5 4 4
G e o rg e  M o re 1 - 1 -
Jo h n  W illia m s  N ee  r in g 2 - -
R ic h a rd  N o b le* - - - 2
G ov. P e n n * 1 - - -
J o s y n  S em p le 2 1 1 -
G e r r i t  S m ith 3 3 - -
Jo h n  S m ith 2 2 2 2
T h o m a s  S p ry * 6 4 - 3
D o m in y  P e t e r  T e s c h e n m a k e r6 6 2 2
I s a a c  T ay n e 1 - 4 4
Sy b r a n t  V olk - 1 - -
H e n d r ic k  V a n d en b u rg 4 5 5 3
R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin 12 4 4 4
M ath y a s  V a n d e rh e y d e n - - - 1
J a m e s  W a ll ia m 2 1 2 2
Jo h n  W a lk e r - - 1 -
W ill ia m  W elch 1 - - -
S u sa n n a h  W elch - 2 - -
S a r a h  W elch - - 2 1
Jo h n  W h ite* 1 1

2 1 1
G e r a r d u s  W e s s e ls - - 1 -
H e n d r ic k  W illia m s 3 2 2 2
Jo h n  W illia m s  (N ee rin g ?  ) - 2 - 2



J a n  B is k  is  one of th e  m e n  w ho s e e m s  to  h av e  b e e n  s p e c u la t in g , 

a s  h e  ow ned lo ts  in  s e v e r a l  p a r t s  of to w n  a t  o n c e . H o w e v e r , m o s t  of h is  

h o ld in g s  w e re  in h e r i ta n c e s  f r o m  h is  f a th e r - in - l a w ,  I s a a c  T a y n e .

R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin , h o w e v e r ,  s e e m s  to  h av e  b e e n  s e r io u s ly

en g ag ed  in  th e  b u s in e s s  of b u y in g  an d  s e l l in g  la n d . H e h ad  s e v e r a l  of

h is  p r o p e r t i e s  f o r  o n ly  a  s h o r t  t im e ;  in  1683 he b e ca m e  e m b ro i le d  in  a

t r e s p a s s  c a s e  th a t  s h e d  l ig h t  on th e  g ro w th  of N ew  C a s t le  s in c e  th e

21
D u tch  o c c u p a tio n .

Jo h n  C an n  su ed  V a n d e rc u lin  f o r  fe n c in g  G an n 's  lo t  (M ap B ), 

re m o v in g  a  f r a m e  b u ild in g . A m ong  th e  e v id e n c e  C ann in tro d u c e d  w as 

" . . .  an  o ld  m a p p  of th is  T ow ne of N ew  C a s t le ,  w h e re o n  h e e  S h ew es 

th a t  th e r e  w as  a n o th e r  S t r e e t  th a n  ye S t r e e t  of G e r r i t  S m it, w ch: o th e r  

S t r e e t  f r o n ts  E v e n  w ith  y e  h o u se  of A m b ro o s  B a k e r  and  is  c a l le d  in  ye

M app by ye n a m e  o f ye B e v e r  S t r e e t ----"  T e s tim o n y  of s e v e r a l

to w n sp e o p le  r e s u r r e c t e d  th e  n a tu re  of th e  s t r e e t .  A nthony  B ry a n t  sw o re  

th a t  " . . .  h e e  v e r r y  w e ll r e m e m b e r s  th a t  ab o u t 24 Y e a rs  ag o e  th e r e  

w as a  dou b le  Row  of h o u s e s  s ta n d in g  w th :in  th is  Tow ne of N ew  C a s t le ,  w ch: 

R a in g ed  e v en  w th : ye  h o u se  now b e lo n g in g  to  A m b ro o s  B a k e r  and  so e  q u ite  

dow n to  ye C r ip p le  . . .  ye sd : d o u b le  Rowe of h o u se s  f ro n te d  y e  one 

to w a rd s  th e  S t r e e t  w h e re  G e r r i t  S m it now L iv e s  in , and  th e  o th e r  

to w a rd s  ye R iv e r  e v en  w th: ye s d . A m b ro o s  B a k e rs  h o u se  a l l  w ch :

G ro u n d  is  now  a t t  p r s e n t  in  fe n c e  o r  fe n c e d  in  by R e y n e r  V a n d e r  C e e le n  . . . "

68
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G e r r i t  S m ith  h im s e l f  t e s t i f i e d  th a t  he  h a d  l iv e d  in  h is  h o u se  

f o r  tw e n ty - tw o  y e a r s ,  and "d o th  n o t r e m e m b e r  th a t  E v e r  h e e  Saw e a  

s t r e e t  t h e r e  . . . "  T h u s , one m ay  p in p o in t th e  d e m is e  of th e  lo w e r  end 

of M in q u as  S t r e e t  b e tw ee n  1659 and l 6 6 l ,  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  of th e  

D u tch  C o m m a n d e r  A le x a n d e r  d 'H in o jo s s a 's  c o n t r o v e r s ia l

v ic e  - d i r e c t o r s h i p .

I t  is  n o t c l e a r  f r o m  th e  p a c e  of la n d  t r a n s a c t io n s  w h e th e r  N ew  

C a s t le  s u f f e re d  m u c h  d e c lin e  a f t e r  th e  fo u n d in g  of P h i la d e lp h ia . M any  

new  n a m e s  a p p e a r  d u r in g  th e  l 6 9 0 's ,  and  th e  b an k  lo ts  w e re  p a te n te d  

d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  of th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y .  M o re o v e r ,  th e r e  w as 

no a t te m p t  to  e x p an d  th e  tow n  beyond  th e  f a s t  la n d  u n t i l  1715.

D u rin g  th e  e a r ly  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  t h e r e  w as an  a b o r t iv e  m o v e  to  

in c o r p o r a te  th e  tow n  a s  a  C ity , The g ro w th  of N ew  C a s tle  m u s t  be 

m e a s u r e d  th ro u g h  o th e r  m e a n s  th a n  la n d  s a le s  a f t e r  th e  m id - l6 8 0 's .

N ew  C a s t le  in  C o n te x t

N ew  C a s t le  is  n o t u n lik e  m an y  s m a l l  m a r k e t  tow ns th a t  w e re

fou n d ed  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  h u n d re d  y e a r s  of c o lo n ia l  s e t t le m e n t .  I t  is  a

c o m p a c t u r b a n  s p a c e ,  re c o g n iz a b ly  a  to w n , a s  o p p o sed  to  a  to w n sh ip  o r

a  l e s s  o rg a n iz e d  s e t t le m e n t .  I t p o s s e s s e d  th e  tw o  f e a tu r e s  th a t  C a r l

^ B r id e n b a u g h  s a y s  w e re  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th e  s u c c e s s  of a n  e a r ly

22tow n; good h a r b o r  and  a  c o m m a n d  of p r e v a i l in g  t r a d e  r o u te s .

In  i t s  c o m p a c tn e s s  and  c o m p a ra tiv e  o rg a n iz a t io n .  N ew  C a s tle
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^  N o rfh



71

is  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  i ts  s i s t e r  s e t t l e m e n ts  in  u p p e r  N ew  C a s t le  C oun ty .

T he to w n s of S w anw yck , C ra n e h o o k , an d  A p p o q u in im in k  w e re  tow ns

23
m o re  in  c o n c e p t th a n  in  f a c t ;  a  m a p  o f A p p o q u in im in k  sh o w s th a t

i t  w as  c o m p o se d  of n a r ro w  f a r m s  la id  ou t so  th a t  th e  h o u s e s  w e re

f a i r ly  c lo s e  to  one a n o th e r .  O n ly  W h o re k ill  h a d  a n y th in g  re s e m b l in g

24New C a s t l e 's  o rg a n iz a t io n .

T h e r e  is  m o re  p a r a l l e l  b e tw e e n  N ew  Castlfe and  th e  coun ty

s e a ts  an d  m a r k e t  tow ns in  o th e r  c o lo n ie s .  T he tow n of B e rm u d a

H u n d re d  in  C h e s te r f ie ld  C o u n ty , V irg in ia  ( s e e  p ag e  7 0 ) e x h ib ite d

an  o rg a n iz a t io n  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to  N ew  C a s t l e 's :  n a r ro w  lo ts  th a t  go

f r o m  s t r e e t  to  s t r e e t  a lo n g  th e  s h o r t  a x is  of th e  b lo c k , and  a  m a r k e t

p la c e  one b lo ck  f r o m  th e  r i v e r .  T h is  co m m u n ity  w a s  e s ta b l is h e d  in

1692  and  s t i l l  e x i s t s .

T h e  tow n of M a r lb o ro u g h  , V irg in ia ,  a n o th e r  to w n  founded

u n d e r  th e  V irg in ia  p o r t  a c t s ,  b e a r s  a  g e n e r ic  r e s e m b la n c e  to  New

C a s t le .  I t  too  h a s  a m a r k e t  p la c e  n e a r  th e  r i v e r ,  s u r ro u n d e d  by

25
b lo ck s  f o r  h o u s e s  and  s h o p s . In  th e  o r d e r s  to  la y  out th e  V irg in ia  

to w n s , b u ild in g  lo ts  w e re  s p e c if ie d  a s  h a l f - a c r e  lo t s .  L o ts  in  New 

c a s t le  w e r e  c lo s e  to  a  h a lf  a c r e ;  e v e n  to d a y , a  h a lf  a c r e  is  c o n s id e re d  

to  be an  e f f ic ie n t  s iz e  f o r  a  h o u s e , o u tb u ild in g s , and a ,k i tc h e n  g a rd e n .

^  P e r h a p s  b e c a u se  N ew  C a s t le  w as not r e a l ly  d e s ig n e d  bu t g re w

f r o m  a g a r r i s o n  a c c o rd in g  to  i ts  g e o g ra p h ic a l l im i ta t io n s ,  i t  s e e m s  to  

h a v e  a  r a t h e r  h a p h a z a rd  a r r a n g e m e n t .  W hen c o m p a r in g  th e  s t r e e t s  in



72

N ew  C a s tle  w ith  th e  p la n s  o f s l ig h t ly  l a t e r  to w n s , i ts  i r r e g u l a r i t y  is  

o b v io u s . I t  is  h a r d  to  c o m p a re  N ew  C a s t le  w ith  P h i la d e lp h ia , w h ic h

P e n n  e n v is io n e d  a s  a  g ra n d  b a ro q u e  p a r k ,  an d  w h ich  w as to  be m a n y

tim e s  N ew  C a s t l e 's  s i z e .  H o w e v e r , th e  c o m p a r is o n  b e tw een  N ew  C a s t le

26 27
and  th e  tid y  an d  id e a l i s t i c  g r id s  of M a r lb o ro u g h , C am d en , S .C .  ,

28
o r  N ew  H a v en , C t. , is  s t r ik in g .

S om e s m a l l  e f f o r t  w as  m ad e  in  th e  la te  l6 8 0 's  to  t id y  up N ew  

C a s t le .  S o m e tim e  b e fo re  I 696  R ey n e 'r V a n d e rc u lin  bough t a  w e d g e -s h a p e d  

s l ip  of g round  f r o m  Jo h n  B isk  to  s q u a r e  up  one of h is  lo t s .  P e n n 's  

d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  b a c k  l in e  o f th e  c o u r t  h o u s e  lo t  (M ap K) is  th e  f i r s t  

m e n tio n  of a  r ig h t - a n g le d  l in e  in  to w n . A ls o ,  a ro u n d  I 6 8 O, Jo h n  M o ll 

b e c a m e  in te r e s te d  in  o p e n in g  up s t r e e t s  th a t  h ad  fa l le n  in to  d i s u s e .  H e 

re m o v e d  so m e o f h is  ow n f r u i t  t r e e s  f r o m  th e  u p p e r  end of L and S t r e e t  

w hen  h e  r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e y  w e re  in  th e  r ig h t -o f -w a y , and re q u e s te d  

th e  c o u r t  to  r e q u i r e  o th e r s  to  o p en  s t r e e t s  th e y  h ad  c lo se d  a s  w e ll .

One m ig h t s p e c u la te  th a t  N ew  C a s t l e 's  b a s ic  sh ap e  d e r iv e d  f r o m

a n a tiv e  s e n s e  of o r d e r l i n e s s ,  m u c h  m o d if ie d  by th e  t e r r a i n .  T h e  tow n  

w as m o s t  c e r ta in ly  n o t b u il t  a c c o rd in g  to  a  p re c o n c e iv e d  p la n , s a v e  th a t  

th e  sp a c e  w as e f f ic ie n tly  u s e d  and  d e c id e d ly  u rb a n  in  i ts  c h a r a c t e r .

T h e  p la n  w as n o t in  any  w ay  an  e x p r e s s io n  of e i th e r  an  a r t i s t i c  o r  a

m o r a l  id e a l .



M aps and  T i t le  T r a c e s

T h e  fo llo w in g  m a p s  an d  t i t l e  t r a c e s  g ra p h ic a l ly  d e s c r ib e  th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t of th e  to w n  of N ew  C a s t le  f r o m  a b o u t 1670 to  a b o u t I 6 9 O.

T he  k e y  m a p  oti p a g e  75 sh o w s th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw ee n  th e  b lo ck  

m a p s . In  th e  k e y , e a c h  b lo ck  b e a r s  a  l e t t e r  th a t  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  a 

d e ta i le d  e n la r g e m e n t .  B e c a u se  th e  s t r e e t s  in  th e  o ld  p a r t  of N ew  

C a s tle  h a v e  c h an g ed  l i t t l e  s in c e  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry ,  no m o d e rn  

m ap  h a s  b e en  in c lu d e d .

E n la rg e d  m a p s ,  l e t t e r e d  A  th ro u g h  K , show  th e  p r o p e r ty  l in e s  

a s  th e y  o c c u r r e d  in  th e  l6 7 0 's  and  l6 8 0 's .  E a c h  p a r c e l  is  n u m b e re d ; 

th e  n u m b e rs  c o r r e s p o n d  to  th e  t i t l e  t r a c e  and  d e s c r ip t io n  of th e  p a r c e l  

th a t  fo llo w s . C e r ta in  of th e  lo ts  sh o w  a b u ild in g  o r  b u ild in g s ; th e s e  

sy m b o ls  in d ic a te  th a t  s p e c if ic  m e n tio n  of so m e  s o r t  of b u ild in g  o c c u r r e d

on one of th e  t r a n s a c t io n s  in v o lv in g  th a t  p r o p e r ty .  On F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  the  

c r o s s h a tc h  sy m b o ls  r e p r e s e n t  b u ild in g s  show n on th e  bank  lo t  s u r v e y s .

F e a tu r e s  o th e r  th a n  p r o p e r ty  l in e s  a ls o  a r e  sh o w n  on  th e  

e n la rg e d  m a p s .  M ap  A show s th e  p ro b a b le  a lig n m e n t of a  s t r e e t  

ab an d o n ed  b e fo re  l6 8 3 . M ap F  sh o w s so m e  of th e  l a r g e r  p r o p e r t i e s  

on th e  ed g e  of to w n , w h o se  b o r d e r s  a p p e a r  to  fo llo w  th e  ed g e  of u s a b le  

h ig h  g ro u n d . A nd M ap  G show s s e v e r a l  a l te r n a te  lo c a tio n s  f o r  T h w a r t 

S tre e t; ;  b e c a u s e  th e  s t r e e t  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  low  g ro u n d , i t  p ro b a b ly  w as 

im p a s s a b le  d u r in g  th e  w e t p a r t  of th e  y e a r .  T he  p r e s e n t  a l ig n m e n t of
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S k e tc h  M ap  of N ew  C a s tle

S how ing  A r ra n g e m e n t  of D e ta i l  M aps
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T h w a r t  (C h estn u t) S t r e e t  a p p e a r s  in  1701, tw e n ty  y e a r s  a f t e r  A rn o ld u s

D e la g ra n g e  w as r e q u ir e d  to  d r a in  th e  m a r s h  th ro u g h  w h ich  i t  p a s s e s .

B y w ay  of c o n t r a s t  to  N ew  C a s t le ,  a  m a p  of P e n n s y lv a n ia ,

in d lu d in g  a  p la n  of P h i la d e lp h ia  p r e p a r e d  by T h o m as  H o lm e  a p p e a r s  on

p a g e  7 3 . M o s t of th e  f a r m s  in  th e  c o u n try s id e  show  th e  s a m e  c o n c e p t

of lo n g , n a r r o w  a l lo tm e n ts  th a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  th e  to w n . In  c o n t r a s t ,

P e n n 's  to w n  is  d e c id e d ly  s q u a r e ,  and  h ig h ly  s ty l iz e d .  A n a m u s in g

f e a tu r e  is  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  of N ew  C a s t le  in  th e  lo w e r  le f t  c o r n e r

a s  a  h o d g ep o d g e  of b u ild in g s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  m a p s  a r e  d ra w n  to  a  s c a le  of 100' to  th e  in c h .
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A

SO U TH  O F  DOMINY S T R E E T

P a r c e l  1

N ew  C a s t le  S u rv e y s  F 2 ,  # 4 9 , #51 1718
G ra n t 
to
C o lo n e l Jo h n  F r e n c h

P a r c e l  2

D uke of Y o rk , p . 186 20 N o v e m b e r  1679
G ra n t 
to
A e m e liu s  and  M a tth ia s  de R ing

B ounded  on  th e  e a s t  by T e s c h e n m a k e r  an d  on the  w e s t  by th e  
l i t t l e  v a l le y  o r  m a r s h ,  d im e n s io n s  3 0 0 ’ a lo n g  T e s c h e n m a k e r ,
an d  to  th e  w a te r  s id e  6 0 0 '.

N . C . D eed  Book B -1 , p. 338 19 J a n u a ry  1 7 0 5 /6
N ic h o la s  d e R in g  (D e rin g ), t a i l o r  of P h ila d e lp h ia  
to
A n d re w  C o ck , c o rd w a in e r

P r o p e r ty  la te  of M a tth ia s  d eR in g , u n c le  of N ic h o la s , bounded  
on th e  so u th  by th e  Tow n M a rs h , on  th e  n o r th  by th e  b ack  s t r e e t ,  
on th e  n o r th e a s t  by R o b e r t  F r e n c h ,  a n d  on th e  e a s t  by th e  
D e la w a re  R iv e r .



P a r c e l  3

79

N . C , D eed B ook A - 1, p . 141 1679
D uke of Y o rk , p .  186

G ra n t 
to
P e t e r  T e s c h e n m a k e r

On th e  w e s t  en d  of to w n , bounded  by P e t e r  A lrL cks on th e  e a s t  
and  on  th e  w e s t  by A e m iliu s  and  M a tth ia s  D eR in g , d im e n s io n s  
300 ' by 4 8 0 '.

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I , p .  2 6 l 3 D e c e m b e r  1678

C o u r t  o r d e r  to  la y  ou t a  500 o r  600 a c r e  g leb e  w ith  a  f i t  
p o r t io n  of m a r s h ,  a ls o  a  lo t  300 ' by 120 ' in  tow n  f o r  a  
m i n i s t e r 's  h o u s e  an d  a  lo t  6 0 ' by 3 0 0 ' f o r  a  sc h o o l; a ls o  a  
new  p la c e  la id  o u t f o r  a  c h u rc h  an d  new  c h u rc h  y a rd  " in  ye  
m o s t  f i t t e s t  p la c e  a s  s h a l l  be th o u g h t C o n v en ien t and  b e s t .  "

N ew  C a s tle  S u rv e y s  F 2 , # 2 2 , #29 19 M a rc h  1 6 9 3 /4
S u rv e y  
f o r
R o b e r t  F r e n c h

F o r m e r ly  o f P e t e r  T e s c h e n m a k e r ,  bounded  on th e  e a s t  by 
F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  on th e  w e s t  by a  b a ck  s t r e e t ,  on the  n o r th  by 
a  s t r e e t  le a d in g  f r o m  th e  r i v e r ,  an d  on  th e  so u th  by th e  g ro u n d  
and  fe n c e  of M . d e R in g , d im e n s io n s  474 |- ' b e fo re  and  b e h in d , 
3 5 4 ' by d e R in g , an d  3 l6 |- ' a lo n g  th e  s t r e e t .

P a r c e l  4

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II , p . 148 15 F e b r u a r y  1 6 8 6 /7
N . Co D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 2 1686

A nthony  B ry a n t  
to
H e n ry  V a n d e n b u rg

D im e n s io n s  3 0 0 ' by 8 0 ',  bounded on th e  n o r th e a s t  by B ry a n t, 
on th e  n o r th w e s t  by Jo h n  W hite , on  th e  s o u th w e s t  by a  s t r e e t  
b o u n d in g  th e  d o m in y 's .  F o r m e r ly  P e t e r  A lr ic k s .
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P a r c e l  5

N ew  C a s tle  C o u rt R e c o r d s ,  I ,  p .  449 1 - 2  M a rc h  1680 /1
G ra n t 
to
A nthony  B r y a n t

G ra n te d  p e r m is s i o n  to  ta k e  up a  ' 's m a l l  n a r ro w  s l ip e  o r  a n g le  
of la n d  b e tw e e n  h is  p u r c h a s e  of M r . A lr ic k s  in  b re a d th  n e x t 
to  th e  lo t  o f D o m . T e s c h e n m a k e r  a b o u t 5 p and  so m e th in g  
b r o a d e r  a t  th e  sw a m p  to  th e  c o r n e r  . . . ” B ry a n t to  le a v e  a  
30^ s t r e e t  b e tw e e n  h im s e l f  and  T e s c h e n m a k e r .

N ew  C a s t le  C o u rt R e c o r d s ,  I ,  p . 512 
S u rv ey  
to
A d a m  H ay

25 O c to b e r  1681

A  c o r n e r  lo t  a t  th e  w e s t  end  of to w n , bounded on th e  e a s t  by 
A nthony  S t r e e t  an d  A nthony  B ry a n t ,  on  th e  so u th  by  a  s t r e e t  
b e tw een  th is  an d  th e  D o m in y 's  lo t  now  c a lle d  H ay  S t r e e t ,  on 
th e  w e s t by v a c a n t  la n d , and  on th e  n o r th  by th e  s t r e e t  to  
G e r r i t  S m i th 's

113N ew  C a s t le  C o u rt R e c o r d s ,  II , p 
A d a m  H ay 
to
I s a a c  S lo v e r ,  t e a c h e r  an d  t r a n s l a t o r

26 O c to b e r  1685

A lo t in  to w n , u n s p e c if ie d .

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II , p . 179 21 - 23 M a rc h  1 6 8 7 /8
I s a a c  S lo v e r  
to
H e n d r ic k  V a n d e n b u rg

Tw o lo t s ,  d e e d  7 D e c e m b e r  1687

P a r c e l  6

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II , p . I l 6
A nthony  B ry a n t  
to
Jo h n  W hite

17 D e c e m b e r  1685
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B ounded  by a  s t r e e t ,  th e  d o m in y 's  .la n d , a  sw a m p , th e  s t r e e t  
of G e r r i t  S m ith , c o n ta in in g  3 a c r e s .

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I I , p . 163 18 -20  O c to b e r  1687
Jo h n  W hite 
to
J u s tu s  A n d e rso n

L o t f o r m e r ly  o f A n th o n y  B ry a n t ,  by d e ed  of 19 O c to b e r  1787.

N , C , D eed  Book B -1 , p . 83 23 F e b r u a r y  1687
J u s tu s  A n d e rso n  
to
Jo h n  and  M a ry  S m ith

B e in g  h a lf  th e  p a r c e l  A n d e rs o n  b o u g h t f r o m  Jo h n  W h ite , 
c o n ta in in g  a b o u t s ix  lo ts  in  le n g th . A d jo in in g  B u r g r a v e 's  p a r t .

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  I I , p . 176 2 1 -2 4  F e b ru a ry  1 6 8 7 /8
J u s tu s  A n d e rso n  
to
Jo h n  B u rg ra v e

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  I I ,  p .  165 9 D e c e m b e r  1687
J u s tu s  A n d e rso n  
to
(1) Jo h n  B u rg ra v e
an d
(2) Jo h n  S m ith

A c k n o w led g e m e n ts  of tw o  d e e d s ,  a p p a re n tly  to  th e  tw o h a lv e s  
o f th is  p a r c e l ,  a s  r e c i te d  a b o v e .
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B

b e v e r  a n d  m i n q u a s  s t r e e t s  b e l o w  w o o d  s t r e e t

P a r c e l  1

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I I , p .  150 
R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin  
to
Jo b  N e ttle  sh ip

15 M a rc h  168 6 /7

A c k n o w led g e m e n t of a  t r a c t  bo u n d ed  on th e  e a s t  by H an s  
C o r d e r u s ,  on th e  s o u th  by S u sq u e h an n a  S t r e e t ,  on  th e  w e s t 
by  la n d  la te ly  of A n th o n y  B ry a n t ,  and on th e  n o r th  by B e v e r
S t r e e t .

P a r c e l  2

N,.Co D eed  Book A - 1, p . 85
H an s C o r d e r u s ,  c o o p e r  
to
Jan H arm on son  , c a rp en ter

N o v e m b e r 1683

L o t b e tw ee n  M in q u as  an d  B e v e r  s t r e e t s ,  f o r  a  h e i f e r  and  c a lf  
D im e n s io n s  l6 2 ' by 6 0 '.

P a r c e l  3

N ew  C a s t le  C o u rt R e c o r d s ,  I I , p .  13 
N ew  C a s t le  S u rv e y s  V 2, # 56 

S u rv ey

5 -6  S e p te m b e r  l6 8 2  
25 T w e lfth  M o n th  l6 8 2
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to
E l d e r t  E g b e r ts o n  V o r s te e n  (" S m ith ” )

L o t bo u n d ed  by S e v e r  S t r e e t ,  M in q u as  S t r e e t ,  Jo h n  C an n , and  
v a c a n t  g ro u n d , d im e n s io n s  6 0 ' by 160*.

P a r c e l  4

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II , p . 13 5 -6  S e p te m b e r  1682
N . C , D eed B ook A -1 , p . 185

L o t bounded  on th e  e a s t  by G ile s  B a r r e t t ,  on  th e  so u th  by 
S u sq u e h a n n a  S t r e e t ,  on th e  w e s t  by  e m p ty  la n d , and  on th e  
n o r th  by  S e v e r  S t r e e t ,  d im e n s io n s  162' by  6 0 '.

P a r c e l  5

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I I , p .  13 5 -6  S e p te m b e r  l6 8 2
G ra n t  
to
G ile s  B a r r e t t

P e r m i s s io n  to  ta k e  up a  lo t  in  to w n , a ls o  kno w n  a s  a d jo in e r .  

P a r c e l  6

N .'C , D eed  B ook C -1 , p p . 132 , 135 1705
R ic h a rd  R ey n o ld s  
to
R ic h a rd  H a ll iw e l l  an d  R o b e r t  F r e n c h

L o t bounded  on  th e  e a s t  by th e  m a r k e t  p la c e  o r  Wood S t r e e t ,  
on th e  so u th  by M in q u as  o r  S u sq u e h an n a  S t r e e t ,  on th e  w e s t  by 
G ile s  B a r r e t t ,  an d  on th e  n o r th  by S e v e r  S t r e e t ,  d im e n s io n s  
162 ' b y  6 0 '.  O rd e re d  s u rv e y e d  f o r  J a m e s  W a lle m , l6 8 2 , 
pa tten ted  to  h im  in  1683, an d  so ld  to  R ey n o ld s  in  I 6 9 I .

P a r c e l  7

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II , p . 214 15 O c to b e r  1695
A b ra h a m  In lo e s  an d  C o rn e liu s  D e r ic k s  on 
to
Jo h n  W atts
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P a r c e l  o f g ro u n d  b e tw e e n  O t te r  and  S e v e r  S t r e e t ,  f o r m e r ly
l i s t e d  in  a n  a d jo in in g  d e e d  in  th e  n a m e  o f th e  h e i r s  o f M a r t in
R o se m o n t.

P a r c e l  :8

N ew  C a s t le  S u rv e y s  J2  #22  6 M a rc h  1682 /3
S u rv e y  
to
G e r r i t  J a n s e n  S m ith

T ow n lo ts  bounded  on  th e  n o r th e a s t  by W ood S t r e e t ,  on th e  
s o u th e a s t  by S e v e r  S t r e e t ,  on th e  so u th w e s t by h e i r s  of 
M a r t in  R o se m o n t, an d  on th e  n o r th w e s t  by O t te r  S t r e e t ,  
d im e n s io n s  235’ by 3 3 2 ’ .

N. C . D eed  S o o k  S - 1 ,  p . 143 n  M a rc h  1 6 9 7 /8
N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  I I , p . 227 15 A u g u st 1699

H o u se  and  lo t ,  f o r m e r ly  o f G e r h e r d  Jo h n so n  a l s .  S m ith , 
bo u n d ed  on th e  n o r th e a s t  by W ood S t r e e t ,  on th e  s o u th e a s t  
b y  S e v e r  S t r e e t ,  on th e  s o u th w e s t  by  Jo h n  W a lls , an d  on th e  
n o r th w e s t  by O t te r  S t r e e t ,  d im e n s io n s  235 ' by 3 3 2 ’.

\
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C

F R O N T  S T R E E T  B E L O W  WOOD S T R E E T

P a r c e l  1

N .i C . D eed B ook  B -1 , p .4 1 1  1695

M e n tio n s  G e o rg e  D eak y n e  a s  a n  a d jo in e r ,  s e e  C 2.

P a r c e l  2

N .C . D eed  B ook  B -1 , p .  411 1695
H a n n ah  E l l i s ,  w idow  of Jo h n  
to
G e o rg e  D eakyne

L o t a n d  h o u s e , bounded  on  th e  s o u th w e s t by D eak y n e , 
d im e n s io n s  30 ' by  3 0 0 '.  G ra n te d  to  S e rg e a n t  A rs k in e  O c to b e r  
1 6 6 9 , s o ld  by A rs k in e  to  H e n d r ic k  V a n d e n b u rg , w ho s o ld  i t  
to  C o rn e l iu s  P o s t ,  who s o ld  i t  to  Jo h n  E l l i s ,  w ho le f t  i t  to  
H a n n a h .

P a r c e l  3

N . C . D eed  B ook E - 1 ,  p . 255 ,
E d w a rd  B lak e  of P h i la d e lp h ia ,  c o rd w a in e r ,  so n  of E d w a rd  
B lak e  o f N ew  C a s t le ,  d e c e a s e d  
to
N ic h o la s  M e e r s ,  m a r in e r
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O ne of tw o lo t s  in  th is  t r a n s a c t io n ,  bo u n d ed  on th e  n o r th  by 
W e s s e l l  A lr ic h s  s w a m p , on th e  s o u th  by G eo rg e  D e a k y n e .o n  
th e  e a s t  by th e  r i v e r ,  a n d  on th e  w e s t  by Jdhn B u rg ra v e ,  
d im e n s io n 's  67* an d  p r o p o r t io n a te  to  n e ig h b o rin g  lo ts .

P a r c e l  4

S u rv e y  *’1700'*, p p -  131, 132 
S u rv e y  
f o r
G e o rg e  D e a k y n e ,  s u r v e y o r

15 N o v e m b er 1705

B ounded  by A l r i c h s ,  F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  E d w a rd  B la k e , " th e  h e a d  
of th e  f i r s t  s e t t  of L o t t s " ,  S u sq u e h a n n a  S tr e e t ,  A nthony G re e n e , 
J a m e s  C la y p o o le . R o e lo ffe  d eH aes  a t t e s t s  to  th e  su rv e y :
" C a m e  G eo D eak y n e  b e fo re  m e & to o k  o a t h  upon  th e  H oly  
E v a n g e l is ts  th a t  th is  s u r v e y  & d ra u g h t h e  b a th  done to  th e  
b e s t  of h is  s k i l l  & u n d e rs ta n d in g  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  bounds 
of th e  a d j. lo ts  & f u r t h e r  s a i th  n o t ."

P a r c e l  5

N . Co D eed  Book B -1 , p .7 0 1670

P e t e r  A lr ic k s  a s  a d jo in e r  to  lo t  C -9 .

N . Co D eed  Book 1 -1 , p .  240 27 A p r i l  1730

F r e d e r i c k  (S ig frid u s ) A lr ic k s  m e n tio n e d  a s  a d jo in e r  to  C -6

D uke of Y o rk , p . 126 
C o n f irm a tio n  
to
W ill ia m  B e e k m a n  of E so p u s

H o u se  an d  lo t  on F r o n t  S t r e e t .

D uke of Y o rk , p . 189 
G ra n t  
to
W illia m  T o m

D e r ic k  A lb e r ts o n  c la im e d  th is  p r o p e r ty  u n d e r a  s a le  f r o m
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B e e k m a n . ‘'W h e re  th e  m il l  s to o d  h a v in g  a  s m a l l  h o u se  s ta n d in g  
th e r e o n .  "

D uke of Y o rk , p .  146 1670
G ra n t  
to
P e t e r  A1 r ic k s

On th e  S tr a n d ,  a d jo in in g  W il l ia m  S in c la i r  and  C o rn e liu s  
W y n h a r ts , d im e n s io n s  94 ' A m s te r d a m  Wood M e a s u re  on th e  
S t r e e t  an d  e x te n d in g  in  d e p th  to  de  R ing

N ew  Y o rk  H i s to r i c a l  M a n u s c r ip ts ,  p . 58

D e r ic k  A lb e r ts o n  c la im e d  h a l f  a  lo t  "w h e re  th e  m i l l  s to o d "  
f r o m  B e e c k m a n ; W ill ia m  T o m  c la im e d  i t  f r o m  a  L o v e la ce  
p a te  n t.

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I ,  p .  292 9 J a n u a ry  1 6 7 8 /9

H e n d r ic k  V a n d en b u rg  r e q u e s ts  6 ‘ o u t of W illia m  T o m 's  
a d ja c e n t  lo t  b e fo re  i t  is  so ld  a t  v e n d u e , to  m ak e  up  f o r  
6 ' h is  lo t  is  s h o r t .  T he  c a s e  h a d  b e e n  a r b i t r a te d  in  J a n  
V id e t te 's  l i f e t im e  and  th e  lo t  w as  to  s ta n d  a s  i t  w a s ,  6' 
s h o r t .

P a r c e l  6

N . C . D eed B ook I - l ,  p . 240 27 A p r i l  1730
A b ig a il A lr ic h s  
to
E d w a rd  B la k e , J r .

P r o b a b ly  o r ig in a l ly  p a r t  of C -5 , d im e n s io n s  40 ' by 3 0 0 ', 
A m s te r d a m  W ood M e a s u r e ,  b o u n d ed  on the  n o r th  by 
E le a c a m  H u s s e y , on  th e  s o u th  by F r e d e r i c k  A lr ic k s ,  
on th e  e a s t  by F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  an d  on  th e  w e s t by J o s e p h  H il l .

P a r c e l  7

N . C . D eed B ook W -1 , p . 520 14 Ju n e  l6 7 5
M a r t in  R o se m o n t 
to
Jo h n  E d m u n d s  on
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L o t bounded  by th e  h ig h w ay  s t r e tc h in g  to  J a m e s  C r a w f o r d 's ,  
on th e  n o r th w e s t  by th e  new  h o u se  o f M a r t in  R o se m o n t, on 
th e  w e s t - s o u th w e s t  by P e t e r  A l r ic k s ,  and  on th e  s o u th e a s t  
by  th e  r i v e r .

N ..-C . D eed  B ook A -1 , p . 105 1677
Jo h n  E d m o n d so n  
to
Jo h n  M oll

N .X .D e e d  B ook W -1 , p . 518 l6  O c to b e r  l6 8 8
Jo h n  M o ll 
to
Jo h n  f f o r a t

L o t .M o ll  b o u g h t of M a r t in  R o se m o n t, w h ich  M a r t in  R o sem o n t 
b o u g h t of W ill ia m  T o m , h o u s e  and  g ro u n d  "b o u n d ed  on  the  
n o r th e a s t  w ith  th e  h ig h w a y  s t r e tc h in g  to  th e  h o u se  of J a m e s  
C r a fo rd  in  th e  WNW to  th e  new  b u ilt  h o u se  s ta n d in g  upon  p a r t  
o f th e  te n e m e n t  w h e re  th e  s d . M a r t in  R o se m o n t th e n  l iv e d  in 
on th e  WSW w ith  th e  h o u s e  of P e t e r  A l r ic k s .  " A d d en d u m  to  
th e  d e ed : a g r e e d  b e tw ee n  Jo h n  M o ll an d  Jo h n  f f o r a t  th a t  th e  
n o r th w e s t  bounds of th e  h o u s e  and  lo t  s h a l l  e x ten d  to  th e  new 
fe n c e  th a t  now  p a r t s  th is  lo t  f r o m  th e  lo t  of E d w a rd  B la k e .

N .X . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 154 24 J a n u a ry  l6 9 7
P e t e r  G ood in , h e i r  of Jo h n  f f o r a t  
to
C h r is to p h e r  H u s s e y

R e c ite s  th a t  i t  is  th e  lo t  f f o r a t  b o ugh t f r o m  Jo h n  M o ll, 1688.

N ew  C a s t le  S u r v e y s ,  H 2 , #67 , #66 30 A p r i l  1708
G ra n t  
to
C h r is to p h e r  H u ss e y

B ank  lo t 30 ' by 600 '

N ..C . D eed  B ook W -1 , p . 519 1702
J a c o b  and  H e s te r  A lr ic k s  
to
E l iz a b e th  D y e r , w idow  of R o b e r t ,  an d  R o b e r t  D y e r ,  J r .
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P a r t  of th e  s a m e  lo t ,  r e c i t e s  d e s c e n t  of t i t l e .  

P a r c e l  8

N ew  C a s tle  C o u rt R e c o r d s ,  II , p . 17 6 S e p te m b e r  1682
E s ta te  of M a r t in  R o se m o n t by  E p h r a im  H e rm a n  an d  
Jo h a n n e s  d e H a e s ,  e x e c u to r s  
to
Jo h n  C ann

A ck n o w led g es  d eed  of 6 S e p te m b e r  1682 f o r  a  lo t  in  to w n .

N ew  C a s tle  C o u rt  R e c o r d s ,  II , p . 118 l8  M a rc h  1685 
N . C . D eed Book A -1 , p . 108 25 J u ly  1685

Jo h n  C ann 
to
Jo h n  W hite 
to
S u sa n n ah  W e lsh

P o s s e s s io n  w a s  d e l iv e r e d  29 S e p te m b e r  1685, b u t W hite  
re ta in e d  th e  u s e  of th e  lo g  h o u se  lo f t  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n th s  
u n til  2 M a r c h  l6 8 6 .

N ew  C a s t le  C o u rt R e c o r d s ,  II , p . 159 1.687-
Robe r t  and  S u s a n n a h  W e lsh  T u r n e r  
to
E d w a rd  B la k e  
to
S a ra h  W e lsh

A ck n o w led g es  s a le s  of a  lo t .

N /C . D eed  Book B -1 , p . 13 1687
E d w a rd  B lak e  
to
S a ra h  W elch

D im e n s io n s  187 ' by 68 '

N . C . D eed B ook B - 1 ,  p . 11 1687
R o b e r t T u r n e r  o f P h ila d e lp h ia  and  S u sa n n ah  W elch  T u r n e r  
to
E d w a rd  B la k e  of N ew  C a s tle
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\

D e s c r ib e d  a s  b e in g  th e  lo t  in  th e  te n u r e  of S a ra h  W elch , who 
so o n  t h e r e a f t e r  p u r c h a s e d  i t  f r o m  B la k e , g iv in g  a  m o r tg a g e .

N .C ,"  D eed  B o o k I - 1 ,  p . 246 1730
E d w a rd  B la k e , J r .  
to
Jo h n  R ic h a rd s o n

P a r c e l  40 ' on th e  s t r e e t  by 92* d e e p , la te  of E d w a rd  B la k e , S r .  , 
w h ic h  h e  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  of R o b e r t  T u r n e r  4 Ju n e  1687. E i th e r  
a  p a r t  of th e  o r ig in a l  lo t ,  o r  a  r e v e r te d  m o r tg a g e .

P a r c e l s  9> 10 > 11

D uke o f Y o rk , p . 146 l6  A u g u s t 1670
M a tth ia s  and  A e m iliu s  d e R in g  
to
P e t e r  A lr ic h s

A d jo in in g  on th e  w e s t  S e rg e a n t  E r s k in e ,  s t r e e t s  on th e  n o r th  
an d  e a s t ,  and  on th e  s o u th  by T o m  and  A l r ic h s .

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p .7 0  1683
P e t e r  A lr ic h s  
to
R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin  

P a r c e l  9

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II , p .  92 19 N o v e m b e r  1684
G e r a r d u s  W e s s e ls  
to
R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin

R e f e r s  to  s a le  of tw o h o u s e s  and so m e  la n d  in  tow n.

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  II , p . 118 18 M a rc h  l6 8 5
N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  II , p . 150 
N . C . D eed  B ook A -1 , p. 155 

R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin  
to
G e r a r d u s  W e s s e ls

4 J a n u a ry  1685 /6
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W e a s e ls  t r i e d  to  s e l l  th i s  p r o p e r ty  to  Jo h n  D a rb y , bu t 
V a n d e rc u lin  p r o te s te d  th a t  h e  h a d  n o t y e t b e e n  p a id  f o r  i t .
S e e  b e low  f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s a c t io n s .

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II , p .  156 A p r i l  1687
G e ra r d u s  W e s s e ls  by  J a m e s  W a ll ia m , a d o io w led g e s  
to
Jo h n  D a rb y

R e f e r s  to  a  d eed  of m o r tg a g e  d a te d  8 Ju ly  l6 8 6 .

N , C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 165 17 N o v ran b er 1696
N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  I I ,  p .  227 17 N o v em b er 1696

R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin  
to
C o rn e liu s  E m p so n

B ounded  on th e  n o r th  by th e  s t r e e t  f ro n tin g  on th e  m a rk e t ,  on 
th e  so u th  by th e  sw a m p  e x te n d in g  to  th e  r i v e r ,  on  th e  e a s t  by 
la n d  and  fe n c e  of E d w a rd  B la k e , d e c e a se d  and  P e t e r  A lr ic h s ,  
an d  on th e  w e s t by J a m e s  C la y p o o le . i^ p p ea rs  to  be th e  s a m e  
h o u s e  an d  lo t  r e c o r d e d  a b o v e .

P a r c e l  10

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 80 6 S e p te m b e r 1688
N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I I ,  p .  187 18-21  S e p te m b e r  1688

R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin  
to
W ill ia m  M a rk h a m

F e n c e d  lo t ,  bounded  on  th e  so u th w e s t b y A lr ic k s  S w am p, on 
th e  s o u th e a s t  by D r . G e ra rd u s -  W e s s e ls ,  on th e  n o r th e a s t  by 
th e  s t r e e t  o r  m a r k e t  p la c e ,  and  on th e  n o rth w e s t by A nihony 
G re e n e ,  d im e n s io n s  60 ' w ide  by th e  lengS t in  fe n c e .

N . C . D eed  Book B -1 , p , l6 8
W illia m  M a rk h a m , g e n tle m a n , by J a m e s  B ra d sh a w , a t to rn e y  
to
J a m e s  C lay p o o le

P a r c e l  11
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N . C . D eed Book B -1 , p . 60 22 Ju n e  1688
R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u l in  
to
A nthony G re e n

L o t and  m e s s u a g e  in  N ew  C a s t le ,  b o unded  by th e  lo t  an d  fe n c e  
of C a p ta in  M a r k h a m , by A lr ic k s  sw a m p , by a  s t r e e t ,  and  by 
th e  m a r k e t  p la in .  T h e  a c k n o w le d g e m e n t m en tio n s  a  h o u se  and  
g ro u n d  on th e  g re e n  o r  m a r k e t  p la c e .  P u r c h a s e  p r ic e  L  120.
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b e t w e e n  H A R T , O T T E R , W OOD, AND MINQUAS S T R E E T S  

P a r c e l  1

S u rv e y s  ” 1 700", p . 187 26 F o u r th  M o n th  1701
S u rv e y  
to
R o elo ffe  de H a e s

L o t bounded on  th e  s o u th e a s t  by B e v e r  S t r e e t ,  on th e  n o r th e a s t  
b y  J ;“ G rif f in , on  th e  n o r th w e s t  by O t te r  S t r e e t ,  and  on th e  
so u th w e s t by th e  s t r e e t  to  M a ry la n d , d im e n s io n s  7 0 ' on B e v e r  
S t r e e t ,  68 ' on O t te r  S t r e e t ,  and  300 ' lo n g .

N . C . D eed  Book C -1 , p . 100 1707
R o elo ffe  de H a es  
to
C h r is to p h e r  S ta n le y  

P a r c e l  2

N . C . D eed  Book B -1 , p . 173 l6  A p r i l  I 698
A n d re w  C ock and  A lc h e e  h is  w ife  
to
J o s e p h  G r if f in

H a lf  of th e  lo t  P e n n  g ra n te d  to  Z a c h a r ia h  V a n d e rc u lin  26 June  
1 6 9 1 , d im e n s io n s  6O' by 3 0 0 '.  L o t an d  h o u se  in  N ew  C a s tle
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now  in  th e  t e n u r e  of C ock , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f th e  
w e ll  on th e  lo t  o f C o rn e liu s  K e t t le .  B ounded on th e  
s o u th e a s t  b y  B e v e r  S t r e e t ,  on th e  n o r th w e s t  by O t te r  S t r e e t ,  
on  th e  s o u th w e s t  by th e  lo t  in  p o s s e s s io n  of S y lv e s te r  G a r la n d , 
and  on th e  n o r th e a s t  by th e  lo t  now  in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  of 
C o rn e liu s  K e t t le .  S ee  e n try  b e lo w  f o r  l a t e r  t r a n s a c t io n .

P a r c e l  3

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 173 a f t e r  l6  A p r i l  l6 9 8
J o s e p h  G r if f in  
to
Jo h n  H u s s e y , S r .  , f a r m e r ;  G e o rg e  H ogg , c o rd w a in e r ,  an d  
B e n ja m in  S w e tt, t a n n e r

D im e n s io n s  120' by 3 0 0 ',  o r ig in a l ly  g ra n te d  by P e n n  to  
V a n d e rc u lin , w ho le f t  i t  to  C o rn e l is  K e tt le  an d  A n d rew  C o ck  
by  w ill  in  1694. T h e  le g a te e s  s o ld  i t  to  G r if f in  in  1698.

P a r c e l s  2 an d  3

N ew  C a s t le  S u rv e y s ,V 2 , #44 15 M a rc h  {? ) 168 9 /9 0
S u rv e y  
to
Z a c h a r ia h  V a n d e rc u lin

D im e n s io n s  120 ' by 3 0 0 ',  b o unded  by B e v e r  and O t te r  s t r e e t s  
a n d  v a c a n t  la n d  on th e  o th e r  tw o  s id e s .

P a r c e l  4

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p .  173

M en tio n s  Jo h n  R ic h a rd s o n  a s  a n  a d jo in e r  to  p a r c e l  3 , a b o v e .

P a r c e l  5

N ew  C a s t le  S u rv e y s , F 2 , #8 29 F i r s t  M onth 1689
S u rv e y  
to
Jo h n  f f o r a t

B ounded  on th e  n o r th  by O t te r  S t r e e t ,  d im e n s io n s  120' by 3 0 0 '.



16(? ) Ju n e  1696

98

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 139 
J a c o b  A1 r ic k s  . 
to
Jo h n  P a r r i s  of C e c i l  C oun ty

L o t on  th e  so u th  s id e  of O t te r  S t r e e t  f o r m e r ly  by p a te n t  to  
J o h n  f f o r a t ,  d im e n s io n s  120 ' by 3 0 0 '.

P a r c e l  6

D uke of Y o rk , p .  132 by l6 6 4

H a r m a n  R e y n e r ts  m e n tio n e d  a s  an  a d jo in e r  to  t r a c t  D -7 , below.

P a r c e l  7

D uke of Y o rk , p . 132 17 S e p te m b e r  1664
H e n d r ic k  K ipp
to  ‘ -
R e y n e r  R e y n e rs o n  (V a n d e rcu lin )

L o t on  B e v e r  S t r e e t ,  b o unded  by H a r t  S t r e e t  an d  H a rm a n  
R e y n e r ts .  O r ig in a lly  g ra n te d  to  K ipp u n d e r  th e  D u tch .

N . C . D eed  B ook A - 1, p . 65 
H e n d r ic k  K ipp  
to
R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin e

A n o th e r  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  s a m e  t r a n s a c t io n ,  d i f f e r e n t  n am e .

P a r c e l s  8 to  12

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  II , p .8  
G ra n t  
to
A m b ro s e  B a k e r

S e v e r a l  lo ts  n e a r  th e  m id d le  of New C a s t le ,  d im e n s io n s  343 
by 1 6 9 ' ,  on  th e  m a r k e t ,  B re w e rs  S t r e e t  and  W ood S tr e e t ,  
a d jo in in g  G e o rg e  M o r e 's  h o u se  and lo t
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P a r c e l  8 

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 464

Jo h n  D e r r ic k s o n  n a m ed  a s  a d jo in e r  in  t r a c t  D -9 , below . 

P a r c e l  9
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N. C . D eed B ook B -1 , p . 464 8 M a rc h  1693
A m b ro s e  B a k e r  
to
M a r t in  M a r t in s o n

L o t 120 ' by 169 ' b e tw e e n  B r e w e r  S t r e e t  an d  th e  m a r k e t ,  
bounded  by B a k e r  an d  D e r r ic k s o n .

P a r c e l  10

N . C . D eed  B o o k E - 1 , p. 280
E d w a rd  C ole  (C o c k ? ) , c o o p e r ,  and  E s t h e r ,  h is  w ife 
to
J o n a th a n  S a v a g e , c a .rp e n te r

L o t, d im e n s io n s  3 0 ' by 1 6 9 ', ad jo in in g  S ilsb y  and  C o le 's  o th e r  
lo t ,  w h e re  h is  h o u s e  now s ta n d s ,  b e tw een  th e  m a r k e t  and 
B e a v e r  S t r e e t

P a r c e l  11

N . C . D eed  B ook B - 1 , p.  226 19 M a rc h  1700/01
E d w a rd  C o le  (C ock? C oke? ) and  H e rm a n n , d a u g h te r  of A m b ro se  
B a k e r ,  h is  w ife 
to
A le t ta  B a k e r , w idow , and  A d am  Ike (H yke, Itte)

A ll r e a l  e s ta te  m e n tio n e d  in  A m b ro se  B a k e r 's  w ill .

N .C .  D eed  B ook B - 1 , p. 478 8 M ay  1708
A d a m  H yke (E k e), y e o m a n  
to
Jo n a th a n  S avage

R e c i te s  th a t  i t  is  th e  p r o p e r ty  A m b r o s e 'B a k e r  le f t  in  1686 to  
h is  d a u g h te r  H e rm a n n  C o ck , who so ld  i t  to  H yke, 25 ' w ide.
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P a r c e l  12

N. C . D eed B ook  B -1 , p . 278 12 A u g u st 1701
Jo h n  C o lw o rt, w h e e lw r ig h t 
to
F r a n c i s  L and

H o u se  and  lo t  fa c in g  on th e  m a r k e t ,  bounded  on th e  n o r th  by 
Jo h n  T h o m p so n , and  on th e  s o u th  by A m b ro s e  B a k e r ,  d e c e a s e d .

P a r c e l  13

N. C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 183
R eyn er  and M a rg a re t V an d ercu lin
to
Jo h n  T h o m p so n  of C e c il  C oun ty

l6  Ju n e  1696

P r o p e r ty  b e tw ee n  th e  m a r k e t  an d  B re w e r  S tr e e t ,  an d  b e tw een  
Jo h n  W a lk e r 's  h o u s e  an d  lo t  and  th e  A m b ro s e  B a k e r  
p r o p e r ty .  T h is  p ro b a b ly  is  th e  G e o rg e  M o re  p r o p e r ty  m e n tio n e d  
a s  c o n ta in in g  a  lo g  h o u se  in  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  of an  ad jo in in g  
lo t.-  D eed  r e c i t e s  th a t  V a n d e rc u lin  bough t th e  p r o p e r ty  f r o m  
C o rn e l iu s  D e r ic k s o n , 23 M a rc h  1693.

P a r c e l s  1 4 -1 6

N .C . D eed B ook B -1 , p . 3 
E l iz a b e th  O gle 
to
H e n ry  V a n d en b u rg

1 6 8 6 /7

L o t bounded  by B re w e rs  S t r e e t ,  th e  s t r e e t  f r o m  th e  r i v e r  to  
B r e w e r s  S t r e e t ,  th e  m a r k e t ,  and  th e  lo g s  of th e  lo g  h o u se  of 
M r . G e o rg e  M o re , d im e n s io n s  150' by 190'

P a r c e l  14

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 351 20 A u g u st 1700
N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 183 I 6 Ju n e  I 696

R e f e r  to  Jo h n  W a lk e r 's  h o u se  and  lo t a s  an  a d jo in e r*  by 
1700, W a lk e r  w as d e c e a s e d  and  th is  p a r c e l  w as in  th e  
te n u r e  of B a r n e s .



P a r c e l  15

20 A u g u st 1700N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 351 
Jo h n  R ic h a rd s o n  
to
P a u l  B a rn e s

L o t bounded  on th e  n o r th  by  C o rn e liu s  K e tt le  an d  on th e  so u th  
by a  lo t  of Jo h n  W a lk e r ,  d e c e a s e d ,  now  in  th e  te n u r e  of B a rn e s . 
D im e n s io n s  50 ' w ide  an d  in  le n g th  a s  th e  o th e r  lo t s ,  f r o m  
th e  g re e n  o r  m a r k e t  p la c e  to  B e a v e r  S t r e e t .  So ld  to  Jo h n  
G ra n th a m , 17 Ju n e  1701.

P a r c e l  l6

N . C . D eed  Book B -1 , p . 351 20 A u g u st 1700

C o rn e liu s  K e tt le  is  sh o w n  a s  a n  a d jo in e r  on th e  ab o v e  d e e d .
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E

B E T W E E N  T H E  R IV E R , H A R T , W OOD, AND LAND S T R E E T S  

P a r c e l  1

D uke of Y o rk , p . 126 1667
G ra n t
to
J a m e s  C ra w fo rd , a  s o ld ie r ,  f o r  s e r v ic e

D im e n s io n s  no t g iv e n , lo t  and  h o u se  in  to w n , bounded  by th e  
h ig h w ay , M a r t in  G e r r i t s ,  th e  r i v e r ,  and  th e  lan d  ta k e n  up on 
th e  b a c k  s id e  of to w n .

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 73 30 N o v e m b e r  1688
E d w a rd  G ibbs and  J u d ith  C ra w fo rd  G ib b s , e x e c u to r s  of 
J a m e s  C ra w fo rd  
to
R o b e r t  E v an s

L o t 21' w id e , f r o m  M a r t in  G e r r i t s  h o u se  in  th e  te n u r e  of 
R o b e r t  E v an s  to  th e  h ig h w a y , r e c i t e s  o r ig in a l  p a te n t  to  
C ra w fo rd , 1 J a n u a ry  l6 6 7 .

N . C . D eed B ook B -1 , p . 413
H e ir s  of J a m e s  C ra w fo rd , J a m e s ,  J r .  , Jo h n , and  M a ry  C.
O gle
to
J a m e s  M il le r ,  M a r in e r
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Q u itc la im  d e ed  to  th e  s a m e  p r o p e r ty .

N ew  C a s t le  S u r v e y s ,  M 2, #40 9 A u g u s t  1708
S u r v e y  
to
J a m e s  M i l l e r

T h is  ban k  lo t  s u r v e y ,  p a r c e l  E - l 6 ,  in d ic a te s  th a t  M i l l e r  h a d  
a c q u i r e d  th e  G e r r i t s  p r o p e r t y ,  to  m a k e  h is  h o m e  lo t  54' w id e .

P a r c e l  2

N . C . D eed  Book B -1 ,  p .  224 1 O c to b e r  l6 6 9
G r a n t  
to
Jo h n  A r s k i n  (A sk in , E r s k in e )

L o t  60 ' w id e  in  to w n , a d jo in in g  J o h n  H e n ry  and  M a r t in  
G a r r e t s e n ,  and  th e  m a r k e t .

y

P a r c e l  3

N . C . D eed  B ook  I - l ,  p .  370. 1675
G r a n t  
to
H e n d r ic k  J a n s e n

A d jo in in g  J u s t a  A n d r ie s  and  Jo h n  A r s k in e ,  d im e n s io n s  54 ' by 
308 ' by 62-|' g iven .

N. C. D eed  B ook  D -1 ,  p .  68 1708
S a m u e l M c B u r  and  Jo h an n a  J a n s e n  h is  w ife  
to
T h o m a s  T r i s s e  of P h i l a d e lp h ia  

P a r c e l s  4 and  5

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I, p .  57 7 F e b r u a r y  1 6 76 /7
C a t h e r i n e  H e n r y ,  w idow  of J o h n  H e n ry  
to
J u s tu s  A n d e r s o n

A n d e r s o n  r e q u e s t s  a  r e p a t e n t ,  and  r e c i t e s  th e  fo l lo w in g
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d e s c e n t  of t i t l e  to  th e  lo t:
G ra n t
to
F o p  O uthou t 
to
Ja c o b  V a n d e r v e e r  
to
T h o m a s  S n e llin g  
to
Jo h n  H e n ry  
to
C a th e r in e  H e n ry ,  h is  w idow

N ew  C a s t l e  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  I ,  p .  148 7 - 8  N o v e m b e r  1677

T h o m as  S n e llin g  w as  o r d e r e d  to  p ro d u c e  a  p a te n t  and  
c o n v ey a n c e  f o r  th e  lo t .

P a r c e l  4

N .C .  D eed  Book A - 1 ,  p .  180 1687
J u s tu s  A n d e r s o n  
to
D e r r i c k  V a n d e n b u rg

H a lf  of A n d e r s o n 's  lo t ,  a d jo in in g  Jo h n  H e n d r ic k s o n ,  d im e n s io n s  
33 ' on F r o n t  S t r e e t  an d  2 8 ^ '  on th e  m a r k e t .  V a n d e n b u rg  l a t e r  
so ld  th i s  p r o p e r t y  to  G e o rg e  H ogg.

P a r c e l  5

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  II ,  p .  163 O c to b e r  1687 
J u s tu s  A n d e r s o n  
to
Jo h n  W hite

A ck n o w led g es  d e ed  of 19 O c to b e r  1687. In  1695, H ogg  bought 
th i s  p a r t  of th e  o r i g i n a l  lo t  f r o m  J a m e s  W h ite ,  th u s  r e u n i t in g  
p a r c e l s  4 and  5.



P a r c e l  6

14 M ay  l6 ? 9  ■
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N . C . D eed  B ook A - 1, p . 42 
J u s ta  A n d e rso n  
to
R a lp h  H u tc h in so n

D w e llin g , la n d , o u th o u s e s ,  and  f e n c e s ,  bounded  by J a n  
H e n d r ic k s o n , d r a y e r  and  I s a a c  T a y n e . S h o r tly  a f te r  th is  
d a te ,  H u tc h in so n  co n v ey e d  th e  lo t  to  Jo h n  D a rb y .

P a r c e l  7

N ew  C a s t le  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  I , p .  414 4 M ay 1680
G e o rg e  M o o re , so n  of A nn W ale , d e c e a s e d  
to
E p h r a im  H e rm a n

H o u se  and lo t  on th e  S t r a n d  b e tw ee n  J u s ta  A n d rie s  and 
M a tth ia s  and  A e m iliu s  d e R in g , 60* w id e .

P e n n  W a r r a n t s ,  p . 2 1680
N . C . D eed  B ook A -1 , p . 63 1680

E p h r a im  H e rm a n  
to
I s a a c  T ay n e

H e rm a n  t r a d e d  lo ts  w ith  T a y n e .

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p , 94 28 M ay  1695
E s ta te  of I s a a c  T a y n e  
to
Jo h n  and  E l iz a b e th  B isk

S o u th  h a lf  of th e  l o t , c o n ta in s  h o u s e  and  o r c h a r d .

N , C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 94 28 M ay l6 9 5
E s ta t e  of I s a a c  T ay n e  
to
T h o m a s  and  S a ra h  J a n v ie r

T r a n s f e r s  tw o - th i r d s  of th e  n o r th  h a lf  of th e  lo t  and th e  ap p le  
t r e e s ;  th e  o th e r  th i r d  is  to  p a s s  to  th e m  a f t e r  C r o s s e 's  d e a th .
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N . C . D eed  B ook C -1 , p . 40
T h o m as  a n d  S a ra h  J a n v ie r  
to
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rc h

P a r c e l  50 ' by 27 ' on th e  m a r k e t ,  bounded  by John  B isk  on 
th e  s o u th w e s t .

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 94 28 M ay 1695
E s ta t e  of I s a a c  T ay n e  
to
W ill ia m  C r o s s e

L ife  e s ta te  in  o n e - th i r d  o f th e  n o r th  m o ie ty  of T a y n e 's  lo t .  

P a r c e l  8

N . C . D eed  B ook A - 1 ,  p . 154 1673
G ra n t  
to
M a tth ia s  an d  A e m iliu s  d e R in g

L o t on th e  s t r a n d  b e tw e e n  th e  c h u rc h  y a rd  and th e  lo t  o f G eo rg e  
W ale , d im e n s io n s  50 ' by 3 0 0 ' R h in e lan d  m e a s u re  (6 7 .8 5 ' by 
407 ' E n g lis h ) .

N . C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 249 8 N o v e m b er 1698
J o s e p h  and  L u c r e t ia  D a v is ,  d a u g h te r  of E m iliu s  de R ing  
to
L e o n a rd  O s te r a v e n

F o r m e r ly  th e  d w e llin g  of E m il iu s  d e R in g , bounded on th e  
n o r th e a s t  by th e  b u ry in g  g ro u n d , on th e  n o r th w e s t by  th e  
g re e n  o r  m a r k e t  p la in ,  on th e  so u th w es t by T h o m as J a n v ie r ,  
d im e n s io n s  27 ' 9 -1 /3 "  b e fo re  an d  2 3 '4 "  b eh in d . S u sa n n ah  
O s te r a v e n  s o ld  th is  to  Jo h n  B r e w s te r  17 June  1701.

N 4.C. D eed  Book B -1 , p . 343 3 A p r i l  1706
J o s e p h  D av is  
to
Jo h n  B r e w s te r

L o t 1 1 * 1 -1 /3 "  by 3 0 0 ', g ra n te d  to  M a tth ia s  and  E m iliu s ' deR ing
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an d  l a t e r  co n v ey ed  to  N ic h o la s  D e r in g , w ho co n v ey ed  i t  to  
J o s e p h  D a v is .

N . C. D eed  B ook  C -1 , p . 37 1707
Jo h n  B r e w s te r  
to
P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u rc h

P a r c e l  50 ' by 2 3 '4 " , o u t of lo t  B r e w s te r  bou g h t f r o m  
S u s a n n a h  O s te rh a v e n . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  fliat th e  e a r ly  t i t l e s  
sh o u ld  n o t h av e  s p e c if ie d  th e  le n g th  a s  a  fu l l  3 0 0 " , bu t 
sh o u ld  h a v e  a llo w ed  f o r  th e  p r e - e x is t in g  b u ry in g  g ro u n d  
m e n tio n e d  a s  a n  a d jo in e r .

P a r c e l  9 -1 0

D uke of Y o rk , p .  159 28 May 1669
G ra n t 
to
B e r n a r d  E ko n

H o u se  an d  g a rd e n , bounded  by th e  m a rk e t and  I s a a c  F y n e  (Tayne) 
an d  th e  c h u rc h y a rd ,  6 0 ' w id e .

No C . D eed  B ook  C -1 , p . 95

E k o n 's  p r o p e r ty  p a s s e d  to  h is  d a u g h te r , M a r g a r e t ,  w ife  of 
R e y n e r  V a n d e rc u lin . T he V a n d e rc u lin s  so ld  th e  lo t to  Jo h n  
C ann  in  I 6 9 O. C ann  so ld  i t  to  N ich o las  V a n g e z e l in  1701, 
r e s e r v i n g  th e  so u th  h a lf ., o r  m o ie ty , f o r  V a n g e z e l and  th e  
n o r th  h a l f  f o r  C an n . V a n g ez e l so ld  h is  h a lf  to  E m p so n  , 
and  a  new  d iv is io n  lin e  w ith  C ann  w as e s ta b l is h e d .

P a r c e l  11

N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o rd s ,  I , p .  312 4 F e b r u a r y  1 6 78 /9
E s ta te  o f Jo h n  d e s J a r d in s ,  a t  a u c tio n  
to
J o h a n n e s  d e H a e s , p o s s ib ly  a g e n t f o r  E p h ra im  H e rm a n

L o t 3 0 'w id e , o r ig in a l ly  of I s a a c  T a y n e , S r .  , a  g ift to  h is  so n -  ' 
in - la w  d e s J a r d in s .  See N ew  C a s tle  C o u rt R e c o rd s ,  I , p .  149, 
f o r  a c k n o w le d g e m e n t of N o v e m b e r l6 7 7  f r o m  T a y n e 's  e s ta te .

/



P a r c e l  12

N o v e m b e r  1677
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N ew  C a s tle  C o u r t  R e c o r d s ,  1, p . 149 
E s ta te  of I s a a c  T a y a e ,  S r .  
to
I s a a c  T a y a e ,  J r .

H o u se  an d  lo t  w h e re  h e  now  l iv e s ,  l e s s  th e  3 0 ' to  d e s J a r d in s .

N . C . D eed  B ook A - 1, p.  63 1680
Is a a c  T ay n e  
to
E p h r a im  H e rm a n

H o u se  and  tw o lo t s ,  bounded  by C o rn e liu s  G e o r g e 's  fe n c e  and 
B e r n a r d  E k i n s , t r a d e  b e tw ee n  H e rm a n  and  T a y n e  f o r  p a r c e l  E - 7 .

S u rv e y s  "1 7 0 0 " , p . 256 1682
S u rv e y  
f o r
E p h r a im  H e rm a n

D oub le  lo t  an d  h o u s e  w h e re  h e  now d w e lle th , 120 'w id e  on the  
S tra n d  and  108 ' w id e  on  th e  m a r k e t ,  o r ig in a l ly  g ra n te d  by 
L o v e la c e  to  T a y n e  in  l6 7 1 , and co n v ey ed  by I s a a c  T ay n e , J r .  
in  1680 to  H e rm a n .

P e n n 's  W a r r a n t s ,  p .  20 
S u rv e y  ■ 
to
Jo h n  D o n a ld so n

R e s u rv e y  to  Jo h n  D o n a ld so n , w ho m a r r i e d  E l iz a b e th  H e rm a n .

N. C . D eed  B ook B -1 , p . 287 8 N o v e m b e r  1701
Jo h n  D o n a ld so n  
to
R o b e r t  F r e n c h

In c lu d e s  b o ltin g  m il ls  and  a  new  c lo ck  and  c a s e  in  th e  d eed . 
A d jo in s  h e i r s  of Jo h n  H a rm o n s o n  and lo t  of Jo h n  C ann .
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W ith in  th e  f r a m e w o rk  im p o s e d  by g o v e rn m e n t a n d  g e o g ra p h y , 

th e  c i t iz e n s  o f New C a s tle  l iv e d  in  c o m p a ra tiv e  t r a n q u i l i ty  and  p e a c e .  

T h ey  p o s s e s s e d  th e  r a r e  p r iv i le g e  of fo llo w in g  th e i r  c o n s c ie n c e s  in  

re l ig io n ;  a t  no t im e  w as c r im e  a  m a jo r  p ro b le m ; and th e y  h a d  l i t t l e  

f e a r  of In d ia n  in c u r s io n s .

A s th e  tow n g re w  and  i t s  c o m m e rc e  b e c a m e  m o re  s o p h is t ic a te d ,  

i ts  c e n te r  s h if te d  f r o m  th e  u p p e r  end  a ro u n d  th e  f o r t  to w a rd  th e  m a rk e t  

p la c e .  T h e  f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  m a r k e t ,  in  th e  s u g g e s tio n  th a t  a  new  

b lo ck  h o u s e  be b u ilt t h e r e ,  in d ic a te s  th a t  i t  p ro b a b ly  w as a t  th is  t im e  in  

p r iv a te  h a n d s .  T he t i t l e s  d e s c r ib e d  w ith  M ap D in d ic a te  th a t  th e  s q u a re  

a c q u ir e d  i t s  in lan d  d e f in itio n  d u r in g  th e  l6 7 0 's .  N ot u n til  P e n n 's  

a d m in is t r a t io n ,  th o u g h , d id  th e  m a r k e t  f in a lly  h a v e  a  f o r m a l  e x is te n c e .

show n in  M ap K.
140
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T h e  d iv ision , of th e  tow n  in to  a  m e r c a n t i le  s e c t io n ,  on th e  

w a te r s id e  and  d o w n s tre a m , and  a  m a n u fa c tu r in g  s e c t io n  u p s t r e a m  and 

in la n d , p e r s i s t e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  l a t t e r  q u a r t e r  of th e  s e v e n te e n th  

c e n tu r y .  B u t th e  tow n  w as no t n o ted  f o r  any  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c ia l ty ;  i ts  

c o m m e rc e  w as d e v o ted  to  th e  d iv e r s i ty  and  g e n e r a l  m e rc h a n d is in g  

th a t  a r e  th e  m a in s ta y  o f a  m a r k e t  to w n  in  a  f a r m in g  c o m m u n ity .

C o m m e rc e

M o st of th e  c a s e s  th e  c o u r t  a t  N ew  C a s tle  h e a r d  w e re  la w su its  

in v o lv in g  d e b t. F e w  m a t t e r s  co u ld  b r in g  a  p e r s o n  in to  c o u r t  f a s t e r  th an  

a  p r o m is e d  p a y m e n t th a t  w as no t fo r th c o m in g .

F r o m  th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  of th e s e  d e b ts ,  i t  is  ob v io u s  th a t  New 

C a s t l e 's  w as  a  s o p h is t ic a te d  b a r t e r  e co n o m y . M o st of th e  la w s u its  

s p e c ify  th e  n a tu re  of th e  i te m s  r e q u i r e d  in  p a y m e n t. H a rd  c u r r e n c y  

w a s  so  r a r e  a s  to  be a lm o s t  n o n e x is te n t.

In  1678, A b ra h a m  M an c o n tra c te d  to  buy 100 po u n d s of s u g a r  

f r o m  J a r v i s  M a r s h a l l ,  f o r  " a n y  m e rc h a n ts  p ay  in  the  T ow ne th e  s u m  of 

50 s h il l in g s  . . . " .  M a r s h a l l  w as s lo w  in  c lo s in g  the  t r a n s a c t io n ,  and 

M an su e d  h im  fo r  d e l iv e ry  of th e  s u g a r .  M an h a d  o ffe re d  to  p a y  in  

" . . .  R eddy  w h e a t, s k in s ,  o r  to b a c c o  (wch a r e  a l l  th r e e  good and 

C u r r a n t  p a y e s  of th e  R iv e r ) " .  F r o m  th is  d e s c r ip t io n ,  i t  s e e m s  th a t  

M a r s h a l l  w as h o ld in g  o u t f o r  so m e  m o re  d e s i r a b le  p a y m e n t, b u t th e  

c o u r t  o r d e r e d  h im  to  a c c e p t  th e  te n d e re d  p ay  and  d e l iv e r  th e  s u g a r .
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M a r s h a l l  d o e s  no t show  up a s  a  la n d o w n e r in  N ew  C a s t le .  He 

m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  r e s id e n t  of a n o th e r  c ity , f o r  he  su ed  f o r  c o lle c t io n  of 

d e b t s  tw ic e  b y  a t to r n e y .  H o w e v e r , h e  m ay  w e ll h av e  b e e n  re n t in g  in

N e w  C a s t l e ,  f o r  in  1679 he w as a c c u s e d  of f a th e r in g  a n  i l le g i t im a te
, 2 

c h i ld  t h e r e .

V a lu a tio n s  in  b o th  D u tch  and  E n g l is h  c u r r e n c y  o c c u r  in  New 

C a s t l e  u n d e r  th e  D uke of Y o rk , a lth o u g h  D u tch  v a lu e s  f a r  o u tn u m b e r  

r e f e r e n c e s  to  o th e r  m o n e y . In 1677 th e  c o u r t  o rd e re d  a  ta x  o f 12 

g i l d e r s ,  10 s ty v e r s  p e r  t i th a b le ,  p a y a b le  in  goods a t  th e  fo llo w in g  

r a t e s

W h ea t 5 g /s  ch ip p ie  
ry e  4 g / s  ch ip p ie  
b a r le y 4 g / s  ch ip p ie  
m a iz e  4 g / s  ch ip p ie  
to b a c c o  8 s t / l b
p o rk 8 s t / l b
Z e a w a n t (w am pum ) o r  sk in s  a t  th e  c u r r e n t  p r ic e  

. T h e  c u r r e n t  p r i c e  f o r  z e a w a n t and sk in s  w as no t s p e c if ie d .

Q u itr e n ts  and  so m e  o th e r  o f f ic ia l  p a y m en ts  w e re  s p e c if ie d  in  

w h e a t. Tow n lo ts  w e re  v a lu e d  a t  one b u sh e l w in te r  w h e a t p e r  s ix ty  

f e e t  of f ro n ta g e  p e r  y e a r ;  f a rm la n d  w as a  b u sh e l p e r  h u n d re d  a c r e s ;  

th e s e  c h a rg e s  d id  no t ch an g e  th ro u g h o u t th e  se v e n te e n th  cfen tu ry . T he 

r a te  c a u se d  a  l i t t l e  t ro u b le  a t  th e  end  of th e  D uke of Y o rk  p r o p r ie to r s h ip

f o r  in  1680 E p h r a im  H e rm a n  w ro te  to  the  g o v e rn o r  th a t  he  co u ld  not 

c o lle c t  q u i t r e n ts  b e c a u s e  th e  p la n te r s  " . . .  doe d e c la re  to  h av e  noe
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w h ea t & n o th in g  e l s e  th e n  T o b a c co  . . . "  T he c o u r t  a s k e d  th e  g o v e rn o r

to  a c c e p t to b a c c o  a s  p a y m e n t , a t  w h a te v e r  r a te  h e  s e t ,  " . . .  th e  C u sto m e

4
b e in g  in  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  C o lo n ie s  2d p e r  lb  . . . "

In  th e  1678 a s s e s s m e n t  of th e  e s t a t e  of S e rg e a n t  Jo h n  A rs k in e , 

h is  to b a c c o  h a d  b een  b ro k e n  in to  t h r e e  g r a d e s ,  th e  b e s t  a t  s ix  s ty v e rs  

p e r  pound , th e  s e c o n d  a t  f o u r ,  an d  th e  th i r d  a t  th r e e .  T h is  would 

in d ic a te  so m e  d e c lin e  in  v a lu e  of to b a c c o  f r o m  th e  1677 ta x  v a lu e  of 

e ig h t s ty v e r s  p e r  p o u n d . H o w e v e r , J o h n 's  w idow  c o m p la in e d  th a t  th e

5
to b a c c o  h ad  b e e n  m is h a n d le d  and  h a d  s u f fe re d  d a m ag e  and  lo s s  o f v a lu e .

A lth o u g h  th e  p e o p le  in  N ew  C a s tle  th o u g h t in  t e r m s  of D utch

c u r r e n c y  u n t i l  w e ll  in to  P e n n 's  p e r io d ,  th e  c o lo n is ts  in  N ew  J e r s e y

s e e m  to  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  pounds an d  p e n c e . The 1679 in v e n to ry  of

R ic h a rd  H u n te r ,  a  m e rc h a n t  f r o m  th e  N ew  J e r s e y  s id e ,  w as ta k e n  in

E n g lis h  v a l u e s , w h ile  th e  1 6 7 8 /9  in v e n to r ie s  of Jo h n  S h e r r i c k s ,  W illia m

T o m  and W a l te r  W h a r te n , w e re  ta k e n  in  D u tch  v a lu e s .  Of th e s e  th r e e ,

, 6
on ly  S h e r r ic k s  w as D u tch .

B e c a u s e  N ew  C a s tle  w as a  s u b s id ia ry  tow n , i ts  t r a d e  w as 

s u b je c t  to  re v ie w  in  N ew  Y o rk . In  l6 7 2  th e  m a g is t r a te s  h a d  re q u e s te d  

th a t  New C a s t le  be n am ed  a p o r t  of e n t r y ,  bu t th e  d e c is io n  w as po stp o n ed

7
u n til  the  g o v e rn o r  r e c e iv e d  in s t r u c t io n s  f r o m  E n g la n d . In  l6 7 8 , th e  

c o u r t  a s k e d  l i b e r ty  to  t r a d e  w ith  M a ry la n d , w h ich  th e y  s a id  w as th e i r  

s o u rc e  of N e g r o e s ,  s e r v a n ts ,  and  u te n s i l s ;  th e y  a ls o  a sk e d  if  New
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C a s tle  cou ld  h a v e  l i b e r ty  to  s e n d  v e s s e l s  to  o th e r  E n g l is h  p o s s e s s io n s

w ith o u t to u c h in g  a t  N ew  Y o rk , " . . .  w ee  o b s e r v in g  th e  a c ts  of

8
P a r l i a m e n t .  "

T h e  m e r c h a n ts  of N ew  C a s tle  w e re  th e r e f o r e  lo c a l ly  o r ie n te d ;  

n o w h ere  is  th e r e  m e n tio n  of t r a d e  w ith  any  m e r c h a n t  f a r t h e r  aw ay  th a n  

N ew  Y o rk . W ith o u t c o m p a r in g  th e  lo c a l  c a r e e r s  of N ew  C a s t le 's  t r a d e r s

w ith  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e  e ls e w h e r e ,  i t  i s  d if f ic u l t  to  a s s ig n  th e  tow n  an 

e x a c t ro le  in  th e  l a r g e r  e c o n d m y  of th e  p e r io d .  A lm o s t c e r ta in ly  th a t  

ro le  w as s m a l l ,  th o u g h ; P h ila d e lp h ia  w ould  so o n  u s u rp  N ew  C a s t le 's  

c h an c e  to  e n te r  th e  l a r g e r  A tla n tic  t r a d e .

T he C h u rc h

In h a b ita n ts  of th e  D e la w a re  co lony  p o s s e s s e d  a  r a r e  d e g re e  of

f r e e d o m  of r e l ig io n .  O ne of th e  1674 A r t ic le s  of A g re e m e n t b e tw een  th e

E n g lis h  and  th e  b u r g o m a s te r s  of N ew  C a s tle  w as th a t  th e  p eo p le  cou ld

e n jo y  f r e e d o m  of c o n s c ie n c e  in  r e l ig io u s  m a t t e r s .  T h is  c o n d itio n

p e r s i s t e d  th ro u g h  th e  end  of th e  D uke of Y o rk 's  te n u r e  w ith  v e r y  l i t t l e

in te r f e r e n c e  f r o m  w ith o u t. T o le r a t io n  w as a  f a c to r  W ill ia m  P en n

in h e r i te d  w hen  he  a c q u ir e d  th e  D e la w a re ; h e  d id  no t in tro d u c e  i t .  He 

9
m a in ta in e d  i t .

T he  c h u rc h  o c c u p ie d  a  p e c u l i a r  p o s i t io n  in  D e la w a re .

R e lig io n  w as e s ta b l i s h e d ,  bu t no c h u rc h  o ccu p ied  a  p r iv i le g e d  p o s it io n .

10
A th e is m  w as a  c a p i ta l  o f fe n s e . b u t Q u a k e r is m  w as not i l le g a l .
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In th e  l a t t e r  l 6 7 0 's ,  th e r e  w e r e  L u th e ra n ,  A n g lic a n , a n d  D u tch  R e fo rm e d  

c o n g re g a tio n s  in  N ew  C a s t l e 's  j u r i s d ic t io n ,  w h ile  a  M en n o n ite  

co m m u n ity  h ad  b e e n  fo u n d ed  a t  W h o re k ill .  Q u a k e rs  w e re  s c a t t e r e d  

th ro u g h o u t th e  c o lo n y .

T he D u k e 's  la w s  of l6 ? 6  r e q u i r e  th a t  a l l  m in is te r s  s u b m it 

c r e d e n t ia ls  f o r  g o v e rn m e n t a p p ro v a l ,  " to  p re v e n t  S can d a lo u s  & Ig n o ra n t 

p r e te n d e r s  . . . ( m in is te r s )  s h a l l  p ro d u c e  T e s tim o n ia ls  to  th e  G o v e rn o r , 

th a t  h e  h a th  R e c e iv e d  O rd in a tio n  f r o m  so m e  P r o te s ta n t  B ish o p  o r  

M in is te r  w ith in  so m e  p a r t  of h is  M a g e s t ie s  D om in ions o r  th e  

D o m in io n s  of an y  fo r e ig n  P r in c e  of th e  R e fo rm e d  R e lig io n  . . .

In  1 6 7 5 , w hen  A n d ro s  v is i te d  th e  to w n , he  o r d e r e d  th a t  the  

c o u r t  r e g u la te  th e  a f f a i r s  of th e  to w n 's  c h u rc h . T h e re  w as a  c h u rc h  

b u ild in g  in  tow n  a t  th e  t im e ,  f o r  th e  r e c o r d s  of th e  dyke r io t  s ta te  

q u ite  c l e a r ly  th a t  th e  p u b lic  m e e t in g  to  d is c u s s  th e  d y k es  w as h e ld  in  

th e  c h u rc h .

, A n d ro s  a ls o  o r d e r e d  th a t  th e  c h u rc h e s  a t  C ra n eh o o k  and

T in ic u m  c o n tin u e  to  s e r v e  t h e i r  p e o p le , and th a t  th e  c o u r t  p ro v id e  a

c h u rc h  a t  W ic a c o a . H e e m p o w e re d  th e  c o u r t  to  r a is e  a  ta x  am o n g  th e

in h a b ita n ts  a t W ica c o a  and  P a s s a y u n k  f o r  its  m a in te n a n c e , and  to

a g r e e  w ith  th e m  " . . .  upon  a  c o m p e te n t M a in ten a n ce  f o r  t h e i r  M in is te r  

13
. . . " T h e se  w e re  S w e d ish  L u th e ra n  c o n g re g a tio n s .

T he c o u r t  a t  N ew  C a s t le  d id  re g u la te  c h u r c h - a f f a i r s . In
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D e c e m b e r  of 1678 , th e  c o u r t  s e le c te d  Jo h n  M oll an d  J e a n  P a u l  J a c q u e t t

a s  e l d e r s ,  and  Jo h n  S m ith , E n g e lb e r t  L o tt, B e n ja m in  G u m ry , S am u e l

14B e r c k e r ,  and  W ill ia m  P e n to n  a s  c h u rc h w a rd e n s . A  few  m o n th s

b e fo re ,  th e  c o u r t  h a d  r e f e r r e d  th e  r e g u la t io n  of c h u rc h  m a t te r s  to  Jo h n

M o ll and  P e t e r  A l r i c k s ,  in s t r u c t in g  th e m  to  c l e a r  th e  a c c o u n ts  w ith  th e

r e a d e r s  and  c h u rc h w a rd e n s ,  an d  to  " . . .  m ak e  s u c h  o r d e r s  &

15R e g u la c o n s  a s  s h a l l  b ee  fo u n d  m o s t  n e c e s s a r y . "  M o ll an d  A lr ic k s

w e re  a ls o  o r d e r e d  to  r e p a i r  th e  c h u rc h , " . . .  T he  C h a rg e  and C o s t to  be

found  an d  R a y se d  by  a  T a x  if  no M onny be due upon  th e  f o r m e r  L i s t  of 
16

ye R e a d e r " .
r

T he c o u r t  h a d  th e  p o w e r  to  o r d e r  f in e s  to  be p a id  to  th e

c h u rc h .  In  e a r ly  1679, one T h o m a s  H arw o o d  d e c la r e d  in  c o u r t  th a t  he

h a d  p a id  a  f in e  a s s e s s e d  a g a in s t  h im  " a s  a  f r e e  g ift to w a rd s  the

R e p a ir in g  o f th e  o ld  o r  th e  b u ild in g  of a  new  C h u rc h  w ith in  th is  Tow ne 
17

o f N ew  C a s t le .  " A 100 g i ld e r  fin e  f o r  s la n d e r  w as o r d e r e d  p a id  to  the

fu n d  f o r  th e  r e p a i r in g  of th e  c h u rc h  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e .  In  1680 th e  c o u r t

d i r e c te d  th a t  o n e - th i r d  of a l l  f in e s  c o lle c te d  f o r  s e l l in g 'l i q u o r  to  th e

18In d ia n s  sh o u ld  go to  th e  c h u rc h .

A lth o u g h  th e  c o u r t  h a d  c o n s id e ra b le  p o w e r  to  r e g u la te  and 

s u p p o r t  th e  c h u rc h ,  th e  m in i s t e r s  h ad  to  r e ly  on f r e e w i l l  d o n a tio n s  f o r  

t h e i r  s a l a r i e s .  A p p a re n tly  th e  c o u r t  d id  no t h i r e  and  f i r e  the  c h u rc h  

p e r s o n n e l ;  an y  m in i s t e r  w ith  v a lid  c re d e n t ia ls  w ho c o u ld  s c r a p e  to g e th e r
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e ao u g h  p le d g e s  to  s a t i s f y  h is  a e e d s  c o u ld  h o ld  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  m o s t  c o lo r f u l  of N ew  C a s t l e 's  m in i s t e r s  w as th e  D u tch

L u th e ra n ,  J a c o b  F a b r i c i u s .  P o s s e s s i n g  s o m e th in g  o f a  r e p u ta t io n  a s  a

19t r o u b le m a k e r  in  N ew  Y o rk , h e  a r r i v e d  in  th e  D e la w a re  in  th e  m id d le

l6 7 0 's .  In  1 6 7 5 , a  g ro u p  of S w edes and  F in n s  a t  C ra n e h o o k  w ro te  to  

E d m u n d  C a n tw e ll a s k in g  h im  to  p e t i t io n  A n d ro s  f o r  F a b r i c iu s '  r e m o v a l ,  

" If  th e  D u tch  P r i e s t  w a n ts  to  p r e a c h ,  l e t  h im  r e m a in  in  h is  own a r e a  a t  

Sw anw yck  and  p r e a c h  to  th e  D u tch "  th e y  s a id ;  th e  S w edes co u ld  not 

u n d e rs ta n d  t h e i r  u n w e lc o m e  m in i s t e r ,  an d  th e y  w a n ted  to  h i r e  so m e o n e

w ho sp o k e  t h e i r  la n g u a g e .

T h is  s a m e  F a b r i c iu s  w as v o c a l  d u r in g  th e  dyke r io t .  E v id e n tly  

h e  w as  an  u n s a t i s f a c to r y  p r e a c h e r ,  f o r  in  1677 he  e n te r e d  a  n u m b e r  of

la w s u i ts  s e e k in g  b a c k  p le d g e s  f r o m  h is  c o n g re g a t io n . In  m o s t  c a s e s  th e

20c o u r t  a llo w ed  th e  c h a r g e s .  A c c o rd in g  to  I s r a e l  A c r e l iu s ,  P a s to r

F a b r ic iu s  c o n tin u e d  a s  a  r e s p e c te d  p a s t o r  of th e  S w ed ish  L u th e ra n s

21W ica c o a  u n ti l  h is  d e a th  in  I 6 9 I .

A n A n g lic a n  m i n i s t e r ,  Jo h n  Y eo , a r r iv e d  in  e a r ly  1678. He

so u g h t l ic e n s e  to  p r e a c h ,  and  w as g iv en  te n ta t iv e  p e r m is s io n ,  p ro v id e d

th e  g o v e rn o r  a c c e p te d  h is  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  " .  . . h e e  to  be m a y n ta y n e d  by

•the f r e e  w ill in g  G iv e rs  w h e re w ith  th e  sd  Jo h n  Yeo d e c la r e d  to  be

22
C o n te n te d . "  T he n e x t y e a r ,  Yeo a p p e a re d  in  c o u r t  c o m p la in in g  th a t  

C a p ta in  B illo p  h a d  s u sp e n d e d  h is  l ic e n s e  to  p r e a c h  f o r  no c a u s e ,  and
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a s k e d  to  be g ra n te d  M s s a la r y  f o r  th e  t im e  h e  d id  p r e a c h .  T h e  c o u r t

re p l ie d  th a t  Y eo h a d  on  h is  ow n v o id e d  h is  p le d g e s , and  th a t  th e y  co u ld

n o t r e in s ta t e  th e m . H o w e v e r , th e y  d id  a llo w  h im  to  c o l le c t  f e e s  f o r

b a p t i s m s ,  m a r r i a g e s  and  fu n d e ra ls  th a t 'h e  h a d  p e r f o r m e d  d u r in g  th a t  

23t im e .

A g a in  in  l6 7 8 , th e  c h u rc h  w as  a  m a t t e r  of c o u r t  c o n c e r n .  E a r ly

in  th e  y e a r ,  th e  c o u r t  r e s o lv e d  to  a s k  A n d ro s ' p e r m is s io n  u p o n  h is

r e tu r n  f r o m  E n g lan d  to  h i r e  an  " o r th o d o x  m in i s t e r  to  be m a in ta in e d

24by f r e e  w ill  g i f t s . "  T h is  m i n i s t e r  w as  to  s e r v e  th e  c h u rc h  a t  N ew

C a s t le ,  w h o se  p o p u la tio n  w as p r i m a r i l y  C a lv in is t .  In  l6 7 7 , A e m iliu s

de  R ing  d e l iv e re d  a  l i s t  of v o lu n ta ry  s u b s c r ib e r s  to  h is  m a in te n a n c e  a s

a  la y  r e a d e r ,  c o m p la in in g  th a t  h e  h a d  n o t b e en  ab le  to  c o l le c t  h is  b ack

fe e s  f o r  th e  p a s t  tw o y e a r s ,  e v e n  in  th e  fa c e  of c o u r t  o r d e r s .  D e R ing

liv e d  in  N ew  C a s t le ,  an d  i t  s e e m s  rfeaso n ab le  to  a s s u m e  th a t  h e  w as

25
p e r f o r m in g  h is  d u tie s  in  th e  N ew  C a s t le  c h u rc h . T h e re  is  no r e c o r d

th a t  th e  c o u r t  le v ie d  a  ta x  f o r  d e R in g 's  m a in te n a n c e , b u t i t  d id  o r d e r

Z6T h o m as  S p ry  to  p ay  a  f in e  f o r  d i s o r d e r ly  co n d u c t to  d eR in g .

T he  o ld  c h u rc h  a t  N ew  C a s t le  p ro b a b ly  s to o d  n e a r  th e  s i te  of 

th e  p r e s e n t  1707 P r e s b y te r i a n  c h u rc h .  D e R in g 's  p r o p e r ty  w a s  

d e s c r ib e d  in  r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  c h u r c h y a r d ;  th e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  bough t 

a  p ie c e  of th a t  lo t  in  1707 (M ap E ) .

T h e  c o u r t  w a n ted  to  m o v e  th e  c h u rc h  s i t e ,  f o r  in  1678 a f t e r
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D om iny  P e t e r  T e s c h e n m a k e r  h a d  a r r iv e d  in  to w n , th e y  g ra n te d  a  g le b e ,

and  lo ts  f o r  th e  m i n i s t e r 's  h o u s e ,  a  s c h o o l, an d  a  n ew  c h u rc h y a rd  

27
(M ap A ). T h e re  is  no r e c o r d  of t h e i r  b u ild in g  a  new  c h u rc h  a t  th is

t im e ,  on ly  of th e  in te n t .

A t a b o u t th e  s a m e  t i m e ,  th e  c h u rc h  a t  S w anw yck  b e c a m e  d e fu n c t.

E l ic e  T o e r s e n  p e ti t io n e d  th e  c o u r t  to  d e c id e  w h ic h  c h u rc h  w as to  r e c e iv e

th e  a s s e t s  of th e  Sw anw yck  c h u r c h ,  w h ic h  h e r  d e c e a s e d  h u sb a n d  O ele

h a d  a p p a r e n t ly  h a d  in  h is  c a r e .  T he  a s s e t s  in c lu d e d  a  p ie c e  of. w a m p u m

an d  a  p a r t  of a  d e b t ow ed  by J a c o b  F a b r ic iu s .  C ra n e h o o k  c h u rc h , d e s p i te

i t s  c o m p la in ts  a g a in s t  th e  m i n i s t e r ,  c la im e d  th e  a s s e t s  of Sw anw yck , bu t

th e  c o u r t  d e c id e d  th a t  th e y  sh o u ld  go to  th e  c h u rc h  a t  N ew  C a s t le ,  w h ich

28w a s  n e a r e r .  C ra n e h o o k  h a d  a l r e a d y  re c e iv e d  p a r t  o f F a b r i c iu s '  d e b t.

A s th e  c o u r t  h a d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  so m e  c h u rc h  m a t t e r s ,  th e  c h u rc h

h a d  c e r t a in  d u tie s  to  th e  p o p u la c e .  P a ra m o u n t  a m o n g  th e m  w as c a r in g

fo r  the p o o r . In 1679 M artin  R osem on t is  r e fe r r e d  to  a s  "Deakon or

M a s te r , of th e  P o o r e "  in  a  la w s u i t  in v o lv in g  p a y m e n t f o r  m e d ic a t io n  f o r

a n  o rp h a n  boy . In  1680 th e  "D eak o n s  o r  P o o r e m a s t e r s "  w e re  o r d e r e d

to  p a y  D r .  S p ry  f o r  c u r in g  th e  le g  of E v e r t  B r a n t ie ,  th e  u n d e rp a id

c a r e t a k e r  o f th e  f o r t .  S p ry  w a s  to  g e t u se  of th e  cow  b e lo n g in g  to  th e

p o o r ,  and  p a r t  of th e  m o n e y  f r o m  s a le  a t  a u c tio n  of a n o th e r  cow  f r o m

th e  p o o r 's  h e r d .  A t l e a s t  tw o  f in e s  f o r  m is d e m e a n o rs  w e re  o r d e r e d

29
p a id  to  th e  p o o r .
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A m ong th e  o th e r  c iv ic  d u tie s  w as p o l ic in g  th e  m o r a ls  o f th e

c o m m u n ity . T h is  d u ty  w a s  p u r s u e d  w ith  s o m e th in g  l e s s  th a n

e n th u s ia s m , f o r  th e  c h u rc h w a rd e n s  a p p e a r  in  th is  o ff ice  o n ly  tw ic e ,  b o th

t im e s  in v o lv in g  im p r o p e r  m a r r i a g e s .  W a lte r  W h a rto n  w as b ro u g h t in  f o r

" m a r r y in g  h im s e lf e ,  " w h ile  c h u rc h w a rd e n  E n g e lb e r t  L o tt  p r e s e n te d

" E v e r t  h e n d r ic k s  f in  a t  C ra in h o e k  f o r  h a v e in g  tw o  w iv e s  now  b o th  a ly v e

30
a t  C ra in e h o e k  . . . " In  1679 th e  c o n s ta b le s  an d  c h u rc h w a rd e n s  w e re  

o r d e r e d  to  c h ec k  th e  a c c u r a c y  of a l l  s c h ip p le s  (g r a in  m e a s u r e s )  u s e d  in

t r a d e . ^  ^

T h e re  w as no "b lu e  la w "  to  s p e a k  o f. In  S e p te m b e r  of 1681, 

32th e  c o u r t  o rd e r e d  th a t

w h e re a s  th e  f r e q u e n t  sh o o tin g  of P a r t r i d g e s  w ith in  
th is  Tow ne of N ew  C a s t le  on  ye S a b b a th  . . . d o th
m u tc h  te n d  to  ye  p ro p h a n in g  of y e  s d  L o rd s  day ;
I t t  is  th e r e f o r e  . . . o r d e r e d  th a t  f o r  th e  fu tu r e  noe 
p e r s o n  in h a b itin g  w th in  th is  T ow ne . . . s h a l l  p r s u m e  
to  goe on h u n tin g  o r  sh o o tin g  a f t e r  an y  P a r t r id g e s  
a s  w e ll  w th o u t a s  w ith in  th is  T o w n e , o r  an y  o th e r  
G am e . . .

F in e s  w e re  to  be  te n  g i ld e r s  f o r  th e  f i r s t  o f fe n s e , tw e n ty  f o r  

th e  s e c o n d , and  c o n f is c a t io n  of th e  h u n te r ’s gun f o r  th e  th i r d .

Q u a k e rs ,  J e w s , an d  C a th o lic s  a p p e a re d  in  N ew  C a s tle  f r o m  

t im e  to  t im e ,  bu t o n ly  th e  Q u a k e rs  m a in ta in e d  m u c h  p r e s e n c e .  U n d e r  

S tu y v e s a n t , Jew s  h a d  p e t i t io n e d  f o r  p e r m is s io n  to  t r a d e  on th e  S ou th  

R iv e r ,  b u t th e r e  w e re  few  of th e m . A n u n s u b s ta n t ia te d  leg en d  s a y s
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th a t  one of the  f i r s t  J e w is h  s e r v i c e s  in  A m e r ic a  w as h e ld  a t  N ew  C atetle .

D u r in g .th e  l 6 7 0 's ,  th e  N ew  C a s t le  ju r i s d ic t io n  h ad  one

d o c u m e n ta b le  J e w is h  la n d o w n e r , J a c o b  F ia n a .  H e ow ned a  t r a c t  in

A p p o q u in im in k  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e .  H e s ig n e d  th e  d e ed  w ith  a  s t a r

of D av id . A lth o u g h  h e  a p p e a r s  in  th e  d o c u m e n ts  f o r  o n ly  a b o u t a  y e a r ,

one o f h is  A p p o q u in im in k  n e ig h b o rs  a p p e a r s  a s  th e  g u a rd ia n  o f A nna

33P h ia n a  in  a  1693 m a r r i a g e  a g r e e m e n t .  If  A nna  w a s  J a c o b 's  d a u g h te r ,

and  th e  lo c a t io n  an d  n am e  c e r ta in ly  in d ic a te  th a t  sh e  w a s , th e  f a m ily

m u s t  h av e  c o m p le te ly  a c c u l tu r a te d .

T h e  L a b a d is t s ,  a  f r in g e  s e c t  of p i e t i s t s ,  e s ta b l is h e d  a

m o n a s te ry  in  M a ry la n d  on  B o h e m ia  M a n o r , A u g u s tin e  H e r m a n 's

p la n ta tio n . O ne of t h e i r  n u m b e r , J a s p e r  D a n c k a e r ts ,  le f t  an  a c c o u n t

of h is  t r a v e l s  th ro u g h  M a ry la n d  an d  D e la w a re .  In  1689* Jo h n  M o ll

34so ld  h is  p r o p e r ty  a n d  jo in e d  th e m . M o ll 's  a c t io n  is  s u r p r i s in g  in

lig h t of th e  f a c t  th a t  he  h a d  h ad  so  lo n g  an d  s u c c e s s f u l ,  if  n o t e n t i r e ly ,

e th ic a l ,  a  c a r e e r  a s  a  m a g is t r a te  an d  p e t ty  o f f ic ia l  in  N ew  C a s t le .

P e rh a p s  h e  w as  lo o k in g  a f t e r  h is  o ld  a g e ; h e  h a d  b e e n  in  g o v e rn m e n t

f o r  so m e  f i f te e n  o r  m o re  y e a r s ,

Q u a k e rs  m ak e  s m a l l  w a v e s  in  th e  N ew  C a s tle  r e c o r d s .  O nly

w hen  te s t im o n y  a p p e a r s  in  Q u a k e r  s p e e c h  a r e  th e y  re a d i ly  d is t in g u is h e d .

In  1678 th e  Q ucikers s e n t  a  p e t i t io n  to  th e  g o v e rn o r  r e s p e c t in g  a  c la im

35on M a tin ic o n k  I s la n d , and  in  e a r ly  1680, E p h r a im  H e rm a n  r e p o r te d



in  a  l e t t e r  to  M a th ia s  N ic h o lls ,  ” . . .  th e  q u a c k e r s  S t i l l  m u ltip ly  th e r e

b e in g  s o m e  c o m e  o u t of E n g la n d  by th e  w ay  of M a ry la n d  2 m o n th s

,,36 
p a s t  . . . .

T h e  d iv e r s i ty  of r e l ig io u s  v ie w s  p r e s e n t  in  N ew  C a s t le  w as 

u n u s u a l  f o r  an y  p la c e  in  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu ry .  S e v e r a l  f a c to r s

s e e m  to  h a v e  co m e  to g e th e r  to  p ro d u c e  th is  l i b e r a l  a t t i tu d e .  J a m e s ,  

D uke of Y o rk , h a d  d e f in ite  C a th o lic  s y m p a th ie s .  T h e  E n g l is h  

g o v e rn m e n t in  N ew  Y o rk  h a d  d e m o n s t r a te d  e ls e w h e r e  a  r e g a r d  f o r  th e  

c u s to m s  a n d  p r e f e r e n c e s  of th e  p o p u la c e . A n ^ ,;,n o t l e a s t ,  N e w c a s t l e 's

D u tch  b u r g h e r s  h a d  th e m s e lv e s  co m e  f r o m  one of th e  p e r io d 's  m o s t  

to l e r a n t  s y s te m s .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  a  r e la t iv e ly  o p en  an d  l i b e r a l  

r e l ig io u s  a tm o s p h e re  in  w h ich  W ill ia m  P e n n 's  ow n l i b e r a l  v ie w s  w ould

th r iv e .

In d ia n s

B e c a u s e  o n e  o f th e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  s e t t l in g  th e  D e la w a re  w as to

t r a d e  w ith  th e  n a t iv e s ,  th e r e  is  f r e q u e n t  m e n tio n .o f  In d ia n s  in  th e

e a r l i e s t  D e la w a re  r e c o r d s .  T he  In d ia n  p o p u la tio n  w as th in  b e tw een

th e  u p p e r  end  of N ew  C a s t l e 's  ju r i s d ic t io n  and  th e  W h o re k il l .  A sid e

f r o m  th e  " Z w a a n e n d a e l M a s s a c r e ” , D e la w a r e 's  th r e e  c o u n tie s  w e re

37
s p a r e d  In d ia n  t r o u b le .

S c a t te r e d  In d ia n  m u r d e r s  o c c u r r e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  e a r ly  y e a r s

of th e  Diake of Y o rk 's  r e ig n ,  b u t th e  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  n a t iv e s  m u s t

152
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h a v e  b e e n  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  good. In  1670 , a  c o m m is s io n  of m e m b e r s  of

th e  c o u r t  r e p o r te d  to  th e  g o v e rn o r  th a t  th e y  h a d  t r i e d  to  fin d  o u t w h ich

In d ia n s  w e r e  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  te n  m u r d e r s  c o m m itte d  ” . . .  f r o m

th e  t im e  w hen  th e  E n g l is h  c am e  h e r e  in to  th e  c o u n try  u n t i l  th e  

3 8p r e s e n t ,  . . . ” T e n  m u r d e r s  in  s e v e n  y e a r s ,  w h ile  u n fo r tu n a te ,  

do  n o t c o n s t i tu te  w a r .

In d ia n  u n r e s t  s e e m s  :to h a v e  in c r e a s e d  to w a rd s  th e  end  o f th e  

l 6 6 0 's ;  a t  l e a s t ,  th e  r e c o r d  of In d ia n  p r o b le m s  b e g in s  to  i n c r e a s e .

A b o u t 1 6 7 0 , th e  l e a d e r s  a t  N ew  C a s t le  e x p r e s s e d  g ro w in g  f e a r  of 

In d ia n  in c u r s io n s .

W ill ia m  T o m  and  P e t e r  A1 r ic k s  w ro te  a  le n g th y  l e t t e r  to  

L o v e la c e  d e s c r ib in g  In d ia n  a f f a i r s  in  M a r c h  of th a t  y e a r .  T h e  m o s t  

s a l i e n t  p o in t of th e  l e t t e r  is  a  th r e a t :  " T h e  S a c h e m s  of th e  In d ia n s  g ive 

f o r  r e a s o n  of t h e r e  w a r r e  th a t  th e y  th r e a t e n  to  m ak e  upon  th e  C h r is t ia n s  

i s  th e y  s a y  w h e re  th e  E n g l is h  c o m e  th e y  d r iv e  th e m  f r o m  t h e r e  la n d s  

an d  b r in g  f o r  in s ta n c e  th e  N o rth  V irg in ia  an d  M a ry la n d  and  f e a r e

39
i f  n o t t im e ly  p r e v e n t  (ed) s h a l  doe so  h e r e .”

L o v e la c e  h a d  a g re e d  to  co m e  to  th e  D e la w a re  to  m e e t  w ith  th e  

In d ia n  l e a d e r s .  A lr ic k s  and  T o m  s u g g e s te d  th a t  ” . . . i f  p o s s ib le  to  

in v ite  C ap t . C a r t e r e t  to  b e a r e  y o u r  h o n o r  co m p an y  th e  m o s t  of th e  In d ian s  

l iv in g  upon  h is  s id e .  ” T h ey  f u r th e r  c a u tio n e d  th e  g o v e rn o r  to  t r a v e l  in  a  . 

s m a l l  c o m p a n y , f o r  a  l a r g e r  show  of f o r c e  w ould e x c ite  th e  a l r e a d y



,  40u p s e t  In d ia n s .

U n d e r s c o r in g  th e  In d ia n s ’ f e a r  o f th e  E n g l is h ,  so m e  of th e

s e t t l e r s  in  th e  n o r th e r n  p a r t  of th e  c o u n try  r e p o r te d  tw o s e p a r a te

in c id e n ts  of In d ia n  w a r  t h r e a t s ,  A b an d  of tw e n ty - fo u r  o r  tw e n ty -f iv e

In d ia n s  th r e a te n e d  to  b r e a k  in to  so m e  s e t t l e r s ’ h o u s e s  one n ig ^ t. T he

s e t t l e r s  m e t w ith  a  s p o k e s m a n , h o w e v e r ,  w ho s a id  th a t  th e  In d ia n s

in te n d e d  th e  p e o p le  no h a r m ,  " . . .  b u t f o r  th e  E n g l is h  and  a l l  new

C a s t l l  th e y  w ould  k i l l  m a n  w o m an  and  C h ild  and  b u rn e  th e  h o w ll 

41
p la s e  . . . " S e v e r a l  S w ed es  w ro te  to  C a p ta in  C a r r  th a t  so m e  In d ia n s  

h a d  s a id  " th a y  w ould  do th e m  (the  S w ed es) no h u r t  b u t f o r  you  an d  M r. 

T o m , th a y  w ould  ta p p o o s e  th e m  and  b u rn  a l l  m a n  w o m an  and C h ild . . .

In  1671, s o m e  In d ia n s  k i l le d  tw o s e t t l e r s  on  M atin o co n k  (now 

B u rlin g to n ) I s la n d . T h is  e v e n t b ro u g h t to  a  h e a d  w h a t m u s t  h a v e  b een  

a  g ro w in g  f e a r  o f In d ia n  a t ta c k .  In  S e p te m b e r ,  G o v e rn o r  L o v e la c e  and  

C a p ta in  C a r t e r e t  of N ew  J e r s e y  a g re e d  to  m a k e  w a r  upon  th e  In d ia n s  

to g e th e r .  L o v e la c e  w as  n o t e n t i r e ly  h a p p y  w ith  th e  id e a  of a  w a r ;  h e  

b e lie v e d  u n ti l  th e  in c id e n t  on M atin o co n k  th a t  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  

In d ia n s  on th e  D e la w a re  w as  p e a c e fu l. H e w ro te  to  W illia m  T o m , "I 

m u s t  c o n fe ss  I  w as  m u c h  s t a r t l e d  a t  y e  N a r r a t iv e ,  and  y e  r a th e r  

in  r e g a rd  C ap tn  C a r r  h a d  g iven  m e e  la te ly  so e  fu l l  a n  A s s u r a n c e ,  th a t  

a l l  T h in g s  b e tw e e n  yo u  an d  ye  In d y an s w e re  so e  f i r m ly  s e t t le d ,  th a t  

th e r e  w as h a r d ly  a n y  R o o m e le f t  f o r  any  D is t r u s t  o r  J e a lo u s y  of th e m . "
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In  l ig h t of th e  s p e c if ic  t h r e a t s  th e  In d ia n s  h a d  m a d e  a g a in s t

C a r r  and  T o m  th e  y e a r  b e fo re ,  one m ig h t s u r m is e  th a t  th e  tw o  w e re

le s s  th a n  can d id  w ith  t h e i r  g o v e rn o r  a b o u t In d ia n  a f f a i r s .

In  th e  s a m e  l e t t e r ,  L o v e la c e  o r d e r e d  th e  o f f ic ia ls  a t  N ew  C a s tle

to  ro u n d  up  th e  s e t t l e r s  in  th e  c o u n try s id e ,  an d  b r in g  t h e i r  c o rn  and

c a t t le  in to  to w n , th e  b e t t e r  to  a v o id  w id e s p r e a d  c a s u a l t i e s .  M o s t of

th e  s e t t l e r s  n e a r  M atin o co n k  w e re  S w e d ish . H e o r d e r e d  th e  d e a th

p e n a lty  f o r  an y o n e  w ho w o u ld  s e l l  l iq u o r ,  s h o t ,  o r  p o w d e r  to  th e

I n d ia n s ,  b u t a ls o  in s t r u c te d  th e  p e o p le  to  m a in ta in  " . . .  a  s e e m in g

C o m p la c e n c y  w ith  th a t  N a tio n  by  e i t h e r  T r e a ty  o r  T r a f f ic k ,  th a t  so e

th e y  m a y  h a v e  le s s  m i s t r u s t  of o u r  In te n d e d  D e s ig n e s  . . . "  L a s t ly ,
44

h e  s u g g e s te d  th a t  th e  h o u s e  on M atin o co n k  I s la n d  be f o r t i f i e d .

L o v e la c e  a ls o  w ro te  to  C a r r ,  e x p r e s s in g  r e g r e t  a t  C a r r 's

r e p o r te d  i l l n e s s ,  an d  a ls o  s a y in g , "B u t in  r e g a r d  i t  w ill  be im p o s s ib le

f o r  m e e  & th e  C o u n c e ll a t  th is  D is ta n c e  to  d i r e c t  you  p u n c tu a l ly  in  th is

A ffa ire  how  you  s h a l l  s t e e r  y o r  C o u r s e ,  w ee  m u s t  th e r e f o r e  r e s e r v e

th a t  to  y o u r  p ru d e n t M a n a g e ry  . . . "  H e w en t on to  i n s t r u c t  C a r r  to

c o n s u l t  w ith  th e  c o lo n y 's  c iv i l  l e a d e r s  in  w h a te v e r  a c t io n  h e  to o k . New

J e r s e y  h a d  b egun  to  m o b il iz e ,  and  i t  lo o k ed  a s  if  th e  E n g l i s h  w ou ld  w in

a n  e a s y  v ic to r y ,  f o r  r e p o r t s  f r o m  In d ia n s  in  N ew  Y o rk  in d ic a te d  th a t

n o t o n ly  w e re  th e  In d ia n s  on th e  D e la w a re  " in  g r e a t  A p p re h e n s io n " , b u t

th e y  h a d  b e e n  re fu s e d  a id  f r o m  n e ig h b o rin g  t r i b e s . 45
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In  O c to b e r  W ill ia m  T o m  an d  P e t e r  A lr ic k s  w e n t u p r i v e r  to

s t a r t  p r e p a r a t io n s  f o r  th e  w a r  w ith  th e  In d ia n s , and m e t  w ith  a  g r e a t

d e a l  of r e s i s t a n c e  f o r m  th e  S w e d e s , w ho f e a r e d  th e  lo s s  o f t h e i r  c ro p s

and  s to c k . T h e  S w ed es  a p p a r e n t ly  h a d  good r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  th e

In d ia n s , f o r  n o t o n ly  w e re  th e y  r e lu c ta n t  to  m ak e  w a r ,  b u t th e

46c o lo n y ’s In d ia n  i n t e r p r e t e r s  w e r e  S w e d ish . W in te r  m u s t  h a v e

s e t t le d  in  e a r ly  th a t  y e a r ,  f o r  T o m  an d  A lr ic k s  r e p o r te d  ” . . .  i t t

w as im p o s s ib le  f o r  ic e  to  b u ild  a  s t r e n g h t  a t t  M a tt in a c u n c k  an d  to  la y  in

, . 47
p ro v is io n s  th e r e  . . . ”

A lso  in  O c to b e r ,  th e  m a g i s t r a t e s  a t  N ew  C a s t le  w ro te  to

L o v e la c e  e x p la in in g  w hy th e y  c o u ld  n o t m ak e  a  w a r .  T h e  g r a in ,  th e y

r e p o r te d ,  was- n o t th r a s h e d  and  gound; i t  w as to o  la te  in  th e  w in te r ;  th e y

p r e f e r r e d  to  w a it u n t i l  s p r in g  w h en  th e  g o v e rn o r  co u ld  s e n d  m e n ,

a m m u n itio n  and  s a l t ;  and  th e  o u tly in g  d e fe n se  p o s ts  a t  P a s s a y u n k ,

T in n ic u m , U p lan d , V e r d r e i te g e  H ook , M atin o co n k , an d  W ic a c o a  h a d

no t y e t  b e en  b u i l t .  T h e y  r e q u e s te d  th e  g o v e rn m e n t to  h i r e  f if ty  o r

s ix ty  ’’N o rth  In d y a n s ” who; w ou ld  do m o re  th a n  200 E u r o p e a n s  in  s u c h  

48a  w a r .

49
L o v e la c e  w as  fu r io u s .  In  N o v e m b e r 1671, he  w ro te  to  C a r r ,

T h e  b a c k w a rd n e s s  of ye  In h a b ita n ts  in  D e la w a re  h a s  p u tt 
a  s to p  to  ye  fo r w a r d n e s s  of th o s e  in  N ew  J e r s e y  w ho a re  
re a d y  w ith  a  h a n d so m e  P a r ty  . . . And t r u e ly  I w a s  m u ch  
a s h a m e d  to  s e e  s u c h  an  In fa n t P la n ta c o n  to  o u t s t r ip  u s ,  
w ho sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  r a th e r  an  e x a m p le  to  o th e r s  th e n  to
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fo llo w  th e m ; e s p e c ia l ly  h a v e in g  ye  C o u n te n an c e  
of a  G a r r y s o n  to  B o o te , & Y ou ye  p r in c ip a l l  
O f f ic e r ;  W hat A c c o t I  s h a l l  g ive to  h is  R o y a l 
H ig h n e s s e  of th is  r e m is s n e s s  I  k now  no t o th e r ,  
b u t to  la y  y e -b la m e  w h e re  i t  ju s t ly  is  due  . . .  .

H e g o es  on to  b e r a te  C a r r  f o r  a c c e p tin g  a  s a la r y  w h ile  th e  f o r t

w as d e c a y in g , an d  a  n u m b e r  of o th e r  b its  of m is m a n a g e m e n t .

T h e  w a r  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d .  B eyond  C a r r 's  e x c u s in g  h im s e l f

f o r  h a v in g  b e e n  s ic k  an d  r e c e iv in g  n e i th e r  m e n  n o r  m o n ey  to  m a in ta in

a  g a r r i s o n  a t  N ew  C a s t le ,  i t  s e e m s  f r o m  th e  m a g i s t r a t e s '  l e t t e r  and

th e  re lu c ta n c e  of th e  S w edes to  le a v e  t h e i r  f a r m s  th a t  nobody w a n ted  th e

w a r  b u t th e  g o v e rn o r ,  W ill ia m  T o m , an d  C a p ta in  C a r r .  In  D e c e m b e r ,

T o m  r e p o r te d  th a t  th e  In d ia n s  h a d  b ro u g h t in  one of th e  tw o m e n  w ho

h a d  m ad e  th e  r a id  on M a tin o c o n k , an d  w h o m  th e  m a g is t r a te s  in te n d e d

50
to  h an g  in  c h a in s .  T h e  o th e r  In d ia n  got aw ay .

T h is  w as th e  m o s t  s e r io u s  in c id e n t  in v o lv in g  th e  In d ia n s  d u r in g

th e  D uke o f Y o rk  p e r io d .  A t a b o u t th e  s a m e  t im e ,  a  s lo o p  s h ip w re c k e d  

n e a r  C h in c o te a g u e , and  a l l  a b o a r d  w e re  lo s t .  F o r  so m e  t im e ,  ru m o r s  

p e r s i s t e d  th a t  th e  In d ia n s  on th e  lo w e r  p e n in s u la  h a d  c a p tu re d  o r  k i l le d  

th e  s u r v iv o r s ,  b u t an  in q u e s t  fo u n d  th a t  th e  m en  p ro b a b ly  h a d  d ro w n e d . '  

T h e  l a s t  s e r io u s  In d ia n  in c id e n t  o c c u r r e d  in  16?6 . B e fo re  th a t  

y e a r ,  th e  S u sq u e h an n o c k s  h a d  b e e n  p u s h e d  f a r  so u th  of t h e i r  n o rm a l  

r a n g e , in to  V irg in ia  and  M a ry la n d . In  1675, a f t e r  m an y  y e a r s  of w a r  

w ith  th e  S e n e c a  and th e  E u ro p e a n s  in  M a ry la n d  an d  V irg in ia ,  the
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S u sq u e h an n a  w e re  n e a r ly  a n n ih ila te d .

In  A u g u s t 1676 , E d m u n d  A n d ro s  w ro te  to  C a p ta in  E dm und

53C a n tw e ll, c o n c e rn in g  In d ia n  a f f a i r s :

I  r e c ie v e d  y o u r  L e t t e r  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c o m m in g  in  o f th e  
S u sq u e h a n n a  In d y an s  a b o u t a  w e ek e  a g o e , an d  . . . doe 
th in k  i t  c o n v e n ie n t th a t  y ou  e n c o u ra g e  th e m  th e r e in  . . .  
yo u  m a y  a c q u a in t  th e m , th a t  if  th e y  d e s i r e  i t ,  I  w ill  
e n d e a v o r  a  C o m p o su re  of a l l  th in g s  in  M a ry la n d , and  
p e r f e c t  a  p e a c e  w ith  th e  M aq u e s  (M ohaw ks) an d  th e  
S in n e k e s  (S e n e c a ) , A f te r  w h ic h  th e y  m a y  r e tu r n e  b ack  
to  t h e i r  ow ne la n d , a s  th e y  s h a l l  th in k e  good .

A n d ro s  in s t r u c te d  C a n tw e ll to  r e la y  th is  m e s s a g e  to  th e

M a ry la n d  g o v e rn m e n t a l s o ,  if  th e  In d ia n s  w a n te d .m e d ia t io n . H e o f fe re d

th e  S u sq u e h an n a  a  p la c e  to  s e t t l e ,  ' ’e i t h e r  a t  th e  F a l l s  o r  th e  m id le  of

, 54th e  R iv e r .  "

In F e b r u a r y  o f 1 6 7 6 /7  th e  N ew  C a s tle  m a g i s t r a t e s  r e p o r te d  

th a t  th e  S u sq u e h a n n a s  h a d  n o t c o m e  in to  the  to w n , "b u t p a s s in g  by on 

th e  b a k e s id e  w en t up p  th e  R iv e r ;  if  th e y  h a d  d e s ie r e d  a n y  th in g  th e y  

sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  t r e a t e d  a c c o rd in g  to  y o u r  h o n o rs  o r d e r  . . ,

T h is  w as th e  l a s t  m a jo r  m e n tio n  of In d ia n s  in  th e  v ic in i ty  of 

N ew  C a s t le .  In  1680 an d  1681, th e  r e c o r d s  in d ic a te  th a t  th e r e  w e re  so m e  

In d ia n s  in  tow n . T h e s e  w e re  n o t th e  f r ig h te n in g  s a v a g e s  w ith  w hom  

L o v e la c e  h a d  so u g h t to  m ak e  w a r , th o u g h . A ll th e  r e f e r e n c e s  c o n c e rn  

s e l l in g  th e m  d r in k .  S e v e ra l  in h a b ita n ts  of N ew  C a s t le  w e re  f in e d  f o r  

s e l l in g  l iq u o r  in  s m a l l  m e a s u r e s  to  In d ia n s , in c lu d in g  a n  In d ia n  w o m an .



T h e  s e t t l e r s  a t  th e  u p r i v e r  s e t t le m e n t  of C re w c o rn e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  

b e h a v io r  of d ru n k e n  In d ia n s  tn u s :

. . .  f in d in g  o u r s e lv e s  a g re iv e d  by th e  In d ia n s  
w hen  d ru n c k  . . .  w ee  bee  an d  h a v e  b e e n  in  g r e a t  
d a n g e r  o f o u r  L iv e s ,  of h o u s e s  b u rn in g , of o u r  
goods S te a le in g  and  of o u r  W iv es  and  c h i ld re n  a  
F r ig h t in g ,  In s o m u c h  th a t  w ee  a r e  a f f e a r e d  to  
go a b o u t o u r  L a w fu ll o c c a s io n s  . . .
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VI

T h e  fo re g o in g  p a g e s  show  th a t  N ew  C a s t le  w as b le s s e d  w ith  

th e  d i s i n t e r e s t  of h e r  ro y a l  g o v e rn o r ,  a  n o n - s p e c u la t iv e  eco n o m y , a  

s ta b le  lo c a l  g o v e rn m e n t, and  f r e e d o m  f r o m  b o th  o p p re s s iv e  re l ig io u s  

la w s  and  In d ia n  in c u r s io n s .  B e c a u se  of i ts  in w a rd  o r ie n ta t io n  and  i ts  

s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  th e  D e la w a re  co lo n y  h a s  a l l  b u t d is a p p e a re d  f r o m  th e  

p o p u la r  h i s to r i e s  of A m e r ic a 's  e a r ly  y e a r s .  B ut th e s e  v e ry  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  p e a c e ,  s ta b i l i ty ,  and  in d e p e n d e n c e , co u p led  w ith  th e  

c o lo n y 's  e th n ic  d iv e r s i ty ,  s e e m  to  h a v e  s e r v e d  a s  th e  g e r m  of a 

p e c u l i a r ly  A m e r ic a n  a t t i tu d e .

N ew  C a s t le 's  in h a b ita n ts  w e re  o r ie n te d  to w a rd  A m e r ic a ,  no t 

to w a rd  E u r o p e .  H e r  t r a d e  w as  w ith  N ew  Y o rk ; th a t  c ity  s e r v e d  a s  a  

b u f fe r  b e tw e e n  th e  D e la w a re  and  th e  A tla n tic  t r a d in g  c o m m u n ity .
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P h ila d e lp h ia  w ou ld  l a t e r  a s s u m e  th e  s a m e  r o le .  A t a  t im e  w h en  o th e r  

c o lo n ie s  w e re  e x p e r ie n c in g  a  t ig h te n in g  o f r e s t r i c t i o n s  on r e l ig io u s  

e x p r e s s io n ,  P e n n  a c q u ir e d  th e  D e la w a re  .-colony. H is  l i b e r a l  p o l ic ie s  

p r o te c te d  w h a t h a d  b e c o m e  a  w ay  o f l i f e  on th e  D e la w a re .

T h e  o n ly  s e r io u s  c r i s i s  o c c u r r e d  d u r in g  th e  t im e  b e tw e e n  th e  

r u m o r s  of P e n n 's  a r r i v a l  and  th e  a c tu a l  f a c t .  T h e  d is ru p t io n  th e n  s te m m e d  

no t f r o m  th e  c h a n g e  b u t f r o m  th e  u n c e r ta in ty .  T he  L o n g  F in n  r e b e l l io n  

w a s  a  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of th e  a c tio n s  of a n  o u t s id e r  w ho p la y e d  on 

n a t io n a l is m . T h e  s p e c if ic  c a u s e  of th e  dyke r io t  w as p o o r  ju d g m e n t 

on  th e  p a r t  of lo c a l  a u th o r i t ie s  w ho o r d e r e d  d y k es  b u ilt a t  th e  w ro n g  

t im e  in  th e  w ro n g  p la c e .

N ew  C a s t l e 's  p h y s ic a l  o rg a n iz a t io n  an d  th a t  of th e  c o u n try s id e  

a ro u n d  i t  r e f l e c t  a  n a tiv e  s e n s e  of o r d e r l i n e s s  in  th e  p o p u la tio n . T he 

to w n  g re w  w ith o u t a  p la n , a s  a  g r id ; no f o r m a l  d e s ig n  h a d  to  be im p o s e d . 

L ik e w ise  th e  f a r m s  in  th e  c o u n try s id e ;  o n ly  la te  in  th e  c e n tu ry  d id  

p a te n te e s  ab an d o n c th e  lo n g , n a r ro w  f a r m  w ith  a  p o r t io n  of m a r s h ,  

r iv e r b a n k ,  and  h ig h  g ro u n d .^

N ot even- s im p le  fe lo n ie s  d is ru p te d  th e  c o lo n y 's  t r a n q u i l i ty .  

T h ro u g h o u t th e  tw e lv e  y e a r s  of th e  D uke of Y o rk 's  te n u r e  f o r  w h ich  th e r e

a r e  good r e c o r d s ,  t h e r e  a r e  on ly  tw o m a n s la u g h te r s  (one of an  In d ia n ), 

one a c t  of p i r a c y ,  -th ree  o r  fo u r  r e c o rd e d  c a s e s  of i l l e g i t im a te  b i r t h s ,  

tw o  r o b b e r i e s ,  and  one  c a s e  of a  s to n e  s e c r e te d  in  a  b ag  o f f e a th e r s .
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T h e r e  a r e  no r e c o r d s  o f h ig h w a y  ro b b e ry  o r  p r e m e d i ta te d  m u r d e r .

T h e  p o p u la r  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd  c r im e  is  p e r h a p s  b e s t  e x p r e s s e d

in  th e  tw o  th e f t  c a s e s .  R o b e r t  H u tc h in so n , c o n s ta b le  a t  N ew  C a s t le ,

b ro k e  o p e n  and  ro b b e d  a  t r u n k  th a t  h a d  b e en  l e f t  in  h is  s a fe k e e p in g .

T h e  c o u r t 's  l e t t e r  to  th e  g o v e rn o r  a s k in g  f o r  in s t r u c t io n s  a p p a r e n t ly

d o e s  n o t s u rv iv e ,  b u t i t s  c o n te n ts  m ay  be in f e r r e d  f r o m  M a tth ia s

N ic h o l ls ' re p ly . N ic h o lls  s a id  th a t  th e  g o v e rn o r  th o u g h t d e a th  w as  a

b i t  to o  s t r o n g  a  p e n a l ty , b u t b e c a u s e  th e  c r im e  in v o lv e d  n o t on ly

r o b b e ry  b u t a  b r e a c h  of t r u s t ,  th e  c o u r t  h a d  le a v e  to  b a n ish

2
H u tc h in so n . T h is  th e y  d id .

In  c o n t r a s t ,  w h en  a  s e r v a n t  w o m an , J e a n e  N a sh , p i l f e r e d

f r o m  h e r  m a s t e r  and  f r o m  A m o ld u s  D e la g r a n g e 's  w a re h o u s e ,  sh e  w as

s im p ly  w h ipped  an d  c h a s t i s e d .  In  h e r  c a s e ,  no : p u b lic  t r u s t  w as

in v o lv e d . M o re o v e r ,  a  s e r v a n t  d id  n o t h a v e  to  s e t  a n  e x a m p le  f o r  th e

c o m m u n ity .

L o v e la c e  v is i t e d  th e  D e la w a re  on ly  o n c e , a n d  A n d ro s ' r e c o r d  

w as no b e t t e r .  T h ro u g h o u t th e  p e r io d ,  th e  p e o p le  an d  th e  m a g is t r a te s  

h a d  a m p le  o p p o rtu n ity  to  d e v e lo p  a  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  in  g o v e rn m e n t w h ich , 

one  c o u ld  a rg u e ,  r e s o n a te s  in  D e la w a re  to  th is  d a y . T h e re  is  no 

h a r d  e v id e n c e  th a t  th e  l e a d e r s  o n  th e  D e la w a re  o v e r s te p p e d  th e i r  bounds 

v e r y  o f te n . T he few  c a s e s  o f d is a g r e e m e n t  w ith  th e  p o p u la c e  a ro u s e d  

in s ta n t  r e a c t io n ,  a s  in  th e  c a s e  of th e  dyke r io t ,  and  in  th e  v e r y  few
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a p p e a ls  f r o m  th e  N ew  C a s t le  c o u r t  to  N ew  Y o rk .

M uch  m a y  y e t  be  d is c o v e re d  a b o u t th e  c o lo n y  on  th e  D e la w a re . 

T h i s 'p a p e r  h a s  o m itte d  a n y  e x p lo ra t io n  of th e  c o lo n y 's  l i f e  u n d e r  P e n n , 

b u t a  c o m p a r is o n  b e tw e e n  P e n n 's  ru le  an d  th a t  of th e  D uke of Y o rk  

sh o u ld  p ro v e  v e r y  te l l in g .  I t w a s  u n d e r  P e n n  th a t  th e  D e la w a re  

c o lo n y 's  s e n s e  of in d e p e n d e n c e  m a tu r e d .  B e fo re  th e  en d  of th e  

s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y  th e  lo w e r  c o u n tie s  h a d  r e je c te d  ru le  f r o m  w ith o u t, 

an d  w ith in  th e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  th e y  a c h ie v e d  

a u to n o m y  u n d e r  th e  p r o p r i e t a r y .
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