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5 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHELK ONE 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYS~CALAPPEARANCE 

The L.E. Eliason House faces southeast a t  72 W. 5th S t ree t  i n  New Castle, 
Delaware. Though the s t r e e t  was l a i d  out before the  1798 N e w  Castle survey, the 
L.E. Eliason house was the f i r s t  s t ruc tu re  on the s i t e .  It stands as b u i l t ,  except 
for  1940 renovations t ha t  removed an i n t e r i o r  wall and a 1950 addition t o  the 
or ig ina l  flat-roofed rear  extension. Both changes are  sympathetic t o  the or iginal  
s t ruc ture .  

The L.E. Eliason House i s  a two-and-a--half s tory,  three-bay br ick and frame 
s t ructure .  Typical of nineteenth-entury ec l ec t i c  house archi tecture ,  i t  i.hcorporates 
many popular h o y e  planning ideas  featured i n  pat tern hooks of the  period, including 
a conservatory, .bays, a var ie ty  of ex te r ior  surfaces,  turned posts and balusters ,  
and an off-center main s t a i r  h a l l  plan. Bui l t  i n  1894 by loca l  coal and lumber 
merchant J . T .  Eliason, the  house i s  a catalogue of commonly used l a t e  nineteenth 
century building materials. 

The f i r s t  f loor  of the  main block and rear  extension a re  constructed of smooth 
red br ick  s e t  with thin  layers  of red mortar. On t he  facade the br ick  i s  l a i d  i n  
s t r e t che r  bond. The r e s t  i s  l a i d  i n  flemish s t r e t che r  bond with i r r egu la r  intervals .  
The second and top f loors  a r e  of frame c o ~ s t r u c t i o n .  The exter ior  walls of the  
second f loo r  a r e  sheathed i n  milled board s iding kicked out a t  the base and have 
plain  corner t r i m .  The ex te r ior  walls of the gable ends a r e  covered with rows of 
shingle  i n  four pat terns  - scal lop,  diamond, f ish-scale,  and hexagonal. The f i r s t  
four rows a re  scallop-shaped, followed by three diamond-shaped rows beginning a t  
window s i l l  leve l ;  then four fish-scale rows, four scal lop rows, four diamond, two 
f i s h  scale ,  three scallop,  three f i s h  sca le ,  ending with diamonds a t  the  top tha t  
s e t  neatly i n t o  the gable peak. 

The two projecting hexagonal bays a r e  a l so  of frame construction. The two- 
s tory  northeast  bay r e s t s  on a ground l eve l  br ick foundation. Below the windows a re  
recessed paneled aprons. The r e s t  of t he  f i r s t  f loor  of the bay i s  covered with 
patterned shingles of the  same type tha t  sheath the gable ends. The second f loor  
of t he  bay conforms to  the  design of t he  r e s t  of t he  second f loor ,  covered with the 
same s iding and trim, and displaying the  same kicked-out base. It is topped with 
a molded cornice and f l a t  roof. The one-story southwest bay is s e t  on br ick  piers ,  
withY&$eled apron i n f i l l  t o  ground leve l .  It a l so  i s  sheathed i n  patterned shingles. 

Molded b e l t  courses del ineate  f loors  on the ex te r ior  wall. On the  northeast 
bay a row of den t i l s  is s e t  i n t o  the top fasc ia  of the  molding on each f loor .  

A l l  ex te r ior  woodwork i s  presentely painted white, but was or ig ina l ly  i n  
contrasting dark and l i g h t  tones, a t  one time buff and brown. According t o  
early photographs of the building, window and corner t r i m  was dark. The three 

? fascia  molded b e l t  course was painted with a l i g h t  center s t r i p  and darker outer 
s t r i p s .  Barge boards were dark. Porch woodwork a l so  contrasted. Rai l s  and 
the lower and upper portions of the  posts were dark, the turned portion was 
l i g h t  except f o r  t he  center doughnut-like sect ion.  Brackets and probably den t i l s  
were dark, as  was the underside of the cornice. The shingled sect ion and arched 
section are  l i g h t .  The la rge  surfaces of the elevations -- those covered with 
board s iding and shingles -- a r e  l igh t .  

The cross gable roof over the  main block of the  house is covered with cedar 
shingles.  The unbracketed beveled barge boards terminate i n  s ing le  cut  scallops. 
The raofs  of the  rear  extension, porches and bays a r e  covered with metal sheeting. 

There a r e  two brick i n t e r i o r  chimneys with corbeled caps, one t o  the  southeast 
of the  northeast gable face,  the  other t o  t he  northeast  of the northwest gable face. 
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Simple archi t rave t r i m  surrounds a l l  the  windows which above the jasenent l eve l  
a r e  a l l  one-over-one sash except f o r  t h e  non-opening s ta ined  glass  window i n  the 
vestibule.  This rectangular framed window i s  s e t  with square (5-1/2" x 5-1/2") 
l i g h t s  i n  a f i v e  down, s i x  across pa t te rn  with wooden muntins. The colored l i g h t s  
a r e  arranged i n  a regular configuration with each t i e r  a l t e rna t ing  two colors;  
t he  f i r s t  column a l t e rna t e s  pink and blue top t o  bottom, the second aquanarine and 
gold, the next green and pink, the next magenta and blue,  then blue and gold, and 
f ina l ly  green and maroon. 

The basement windows a t  ground l e v e l  a r e  rectangular,  long s ide  pa ra l l e l  
t o  t he  ground l i n e ,  and divided v e r t i c a l l y  by a s ing le  muntin. The two f i r s t  f loor  
facade windows have brown sandstone sills, the r e s t  plair .  painted wooden sills. 
There was or ig ina l ly  addi t ional  jig-sawn t r i m  under the  f i r s t  f l oo r  windows which 
was removed ear ly  i n  t he  1900s. Brick segmental arches oile b r ick  deep frame a l l  the  
window openings i n  the  brick portion of t he  house. The window iil the bay between 
the conservatory and the  dining room is one-over-one sash above a p a n e k ~  apron which 
was movable but is now sealed with ex t e r io r  siding.  

The raised panel f ront  door has a beveled glass ,  s i ng le  horizontal  l i g h t  
i n  place of the  middle panel a t  eye leve l .  To the r i gh t  of t h d o o r  as  you face i t  
is a doorbell s e t  i n  a carved brown sandstone blocic l a i d  i n  the  br ick  wall. The 
door sill is of matching sandstone. The facing door from the  vest ibule  to  the  
conservatory matches t he  f ron t  door. There a r e  two door openings onto the back 
porch, one from the kitchen and one from the back h a l l .  The back h a l l  opening has 
double doors. The inner one has a narrow glass panel i n  place of the top r a i l ;  
the exter ior  one is sealed shut. ~ 1 l ; g p e n i n ~ s  i n  the br ick  wal l  a r e  finished with 
br ick segmental arches one br ick deep. 

Fenestration is asymmetrical on a l l  elevations.  Basement windows a r e  ve r t i ca l ly  
aligned with each window i n  the br ick  wall .  On the  facade the f roa t  door is 
s e t  i n  the southwest comer,  next t o  i t  a wide window. Another wide window is s e t  
i n  the f ront  extension on t h e  northeast  s ide  of the  facade. Above the f ront  door 
and adjacent window, and recessed under the  gable is a three-window bay. Adjacent 
i s  a s ing le  window v e r t i c a l l y  aligned with the f i r s t  f l oo r  northeast  window. Two 
windows a re  centered i n  t he  gable. 

On the northeast  elevation f i r s t  and second f loo r  windows a r e  ve r t i ca l lv  
aligned. There is a s e t  of such aligned windows t o  each s i d e  of t he  two-story 
hexagonal bay. I n  the  second f loor  r e a r  addit ion t o  t he  northwest i s  a window of 
s l i gh t ly  smaller dimensions than the others.  The two gable windows are  unrelated 
t o  those below and a r e  not centered.- The gable window t o  the southeast is s e t  against  
the  roof l i ne .  

On the rear  elevation on the f i r s t  f loor  two doors open onto the porch i n  the  
northeast  corner. The window on the southwest is v e r t i c a l l y  aligned with the second 
f loo r  window. The second f loor  northeast  window is s l i g h t l y  smaller thaa the  
southwest window. There a r e  two windows centered i n  t h e  gable. 

On the southwest elevation,  i n  t he  rear  extension the f i r s t  and secci~d 
f loor  windows a r e  ve r t i ca l ly  aligaed. I n  the  main block of the  house t o  the  southeast 
i s  the one-story three window bay with the southeasternmost window opening i n t o  
t he  conservatory. On the second f l o o r  i n  the main block, a center  window is 
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flanked by two narrower windows. Vert ical ly  aligned with the center  window is a 
gable window of the same width, but shorter .  

The house is b u i l t  on a rectangular stone foundation with f ron t  and 
r ea r  crawl space extensions ha l f  t he  width of the  house. The f ron t  porch, 
vest ibule ,  and conservatory describe an e l l  from the southwest h a l f  of the facade 
t o  t he  southwest bay. This e l l  is supported by br ick p ie rs  with lat t icework 
panels s e t  between them. 

Approaching the f ront  porch, a center b r ick  walk leads t o  a s e t  of 
three-riser-high closed s t r i n g  wooden s teps .  The porch entry bay is franed by 
paired, turned posts, approximately s ix inches i n  diameter which support an e l l i p t i c a l  
arch over the  bay. Sc ro l l  brackets set in to  t he  arch springing v isua l ly  support 
a projecting pedimented porch cross gable with modillioned cornice and i n s e t  shingles. 
Matching posts support the  roof a t  t h e  outside southwest corners. A molded r a i l  
and turned ba lus te rs  define the  edge of the  proch. 

The front  door leads  t o  a vest ibule  which i n  tu rn  leads t o  t he  conservatory 
s t r a i g h t  ahead and the main s t a i r  h a l l  t o  t he  northeast. The conservatory can 
a l so  be entered from the outside. P l a in  square posts with cushion caps topped with 
f i n i a l s  frame the outside entrance bay to  t he  porch. Turned posts  which match the 
f ron t  porch posts frame t h e  conservatory opening between the southwest bay and the 
ves t ibu le  and support an e l l i p t i c a l  arch over the opening. Itolded r a i l s  and 
turned ba lus te rs  a r e  s e t  between the  proch and entrance posts on each s i d e  of the 
entry. The conservatory i s  enclosed with four panels of framed g lass  -- eight  
by four rows of l i g h t s  -- which a r e  interchangeaole with screen panels and a r e  s e t  
i n t o  the e l l i p t i c a l  arch. 

When b u i l t  the  conservatory was heated. The decorative g r i l l  over t he  or ig ina l  
heating vent remains i n  the brick wal l ,  though the duct was permanently closed 
when a new heating system was i n s t a l l e d  i n  place of the  o r ig i aa l  coal furnace. 

The vest ibule  a l so  opens i n t o  t he  i n t e r i o r ,  leading i n t o  t he  main stair 
h a l l .  The half-turn s t a i r  with landing i s  paneled i n  plain wide boards. The 
s t a i r s  a r e  wooden closed s t r i n g  course and a r e  l ined  with turned ba lus te rs  and 
r a i l .  A carved square newel post topped with a f i n i a l  sits a t  t h e  base of the  
s t a i r s .  A simply molded baseboard delineates t h e  f l oo r  l i n e  i n  the  s t a i r  hall 
a s  i t  does throughout t he  house. A recessed panel, s o l i d  wood with two ve r r i ca l  
top panels, hor izontal  middle panel, and two v e r t i c a l  bottom panels leads from 
the s t a i r  h a l l  t o  t he  dining room t o  the  rear .  I n t e r io r  doors throughout the  house 
a r e  the  same, except for  the  c lose t  door i n  the  dining room which has the same 
paneling scheme with the addit ion o f a  beveled molding i n  the center  of each panel. 
A l l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork is n w  painted white, but  was or iginal ly  s ta ined a dark 
na tura l  color. Vindw hardware is or ig ina l  throughout - small b rass  decorated 
window l i f t s ,  c lose t  knobs, and the  doorstop on the dining room movable apron 
a l l  exhibi t  raised abs t rac t  flower designs. The dining room wainscote is p la in  
with a p la in  chair  r a i l ,  under which is s e t  a simple molding. A double . 
door wide opening leads from the main s t a i r  h a l l  i n t o  the l i v ing  room a t  the  f ront  
of the  house. Once divided i n t o  two room, i t  runs  three-quarters the  depth of 
t he  house. The service  wing behind t h e  l i v ing  room and dining room is entered from 
a back h a l l  from the dining room. The back h a l l  opens i n t o  t he  kitchen, the 

basement steps,  a laundry/bathroom where the back s t a i r s  or iginate ,  and t;;e 
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back porch. 
No o r ig ina l  outbuildings remain, although former presence of backyard and back 

porch pr iv ies ,  a chicken coop, and a grape arbor have been established. 
The J .T .  Eliason house faces  southeast a t  80 W. 5th Street  i n  New Castle,  

Delaware. The house was the f i r s t  building on the s i t e  and stands as  b u i l t ,  except 
f o r  a kitchen window a l t e r a t ion ,  a window addition i n  the gable face on the 
southwest elevation,  and the replacement of a stained glass  window with f rosted 
glass  i n  t he  f ron t  s t a i r  well on the  southwest elevation.  Current owners plan 
t o  repa i r  and replace the  or ig ina l  s ta ined glass  window. 

The J .T .  Eliason House is a two-and-a-half s to ry ,  three-bay br ick =d frame 
s t ruc ture .  Like i t s  n q h h  the  L.E. Eliason house, it i s  typical  of nineteenth 
century ec l ec t i c  house a rch i tec ture ,  incorporating,many popular house planning ideas 
featured i n  pa t te rn  books of the  period, including bays, a var ie ty  of textured 
ex te r ior  surfaces,  a wide veranda, and a half- turret .  Bui l t  around 189911900 
by loca l  coal and lubmer merchant J .T.  Eliason, the  house is  a catalogue of 
commonly used l a t e  nineteenth century building materials.  A s  t he  second house 
b u i l t  by Eliason within f i v e  years,  it a l so  r e f l e c t s  a s h i f t  i n  personal and 
popular t a s t e  i n  its use of more c l a s s i c a l  elements of decoration and a somewhat 
adjusted plan. 

The f i r s t  f l oo r  of the main block and rear  extension a re  constructed of smooth 
red br ick set with th in  layers  of red mortar l a i d  in flemish s t re tcher  bond 
with i r regular  in te rva ls .  An e ight  foot wide porch describes an e l l  from the  
southwest bay t o  the  facade, ending i n  a semicircle whose center point i s  the east  
corner of the  house. The porch is screened on the  southwest elevation and on the 

JlmnU-C-.~U 
facade,to j u s t  southwest of t he  f ront  door. The r e s t  i s  open. The f i r s t  f loor  
r ea r  porch i s  completely enclosed with wood latticework. The second and top f loors  
a r e  of frame construction. The ex te r ior  wal ls  of the  second f loor  a r e  sheathed 
i n  milled board s id ing  kicked out a t  t he  base and have p l a in  corner t r i m .  The 
ex te r ior  walls of t h e  top f loo r  a r e  covered with rows of wooden scallop-shaped 
shingles,  a l so  kicked out a t  t he  base. 

The two-story projecting hexagonal bay on the southwest elevation is b u i l t  
on the main foundation of the house and conforms t o  t he  design of the  
m a i n  block of the  house with a br ick  f i r s t  f l oo r  and frame second f loor  sheathed 
i n  milled board s iding.  On the  facade over the f ront  porch the projecting 
second f loor  hexagonal bay i s  a l so  sheathed i n  milled board siding.  The semicircular 
t u r r e t  projecting over t he  proch from the northeast elevation is sheathed i n  
rows of scalloped shingles,  matching those i n  the  gable ends. 

Molded b e l t  courses de l inea te  f loors  on the ex te r ior  walls. 
A l l  ex te r ior  woodwork i s  presently painted white, but  was or ig ina l ly  i n  

contrasting dark and l i g h t  tones. According t o  early photographs, windou and corner 
t r i m  and window cornices were dark. The bargeboards were dark. The three-fascia 
molded b e l t  course between the f l oo r s  had a l i g h t  center fasc ia  and darker outer 
ones. The porch molding had a l i g h t  top f a sc i a  and a darker lower one. C o l m s  
were l i gh t .  Rai ls  were dark and ba lus te rs  l igh t .  All l a rge  surfaces, t h a t  is those 
covered with board s iding and shingles,  were l igh t .  
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The cross gable roof over the  nain block of the house is covered with 
cedar shingles. The beveled barge boards terminate with s ing le  cut scallops.  
Ends of the 3x4s tha t  compose the  roof s t ruc tu re  extend under the roof projection. 
The roofs of the  r ea r  extension, bays, porches, and t u r r e t  a r e  covered with 
metal sheeting. 

There a r e  two br ick  i n t e r i o r  chimneys with p la in  caps, one t o  the southeast 
of t he  northeast gable face, t he  other t o  t h e  northeast  of t he  northwest gable 
face. 

Simple archtrave t r i m  surrounds t h e  windows which above the basement l eve l  
a r e  a l l  one-over-one sash except for  t he  two s t a i r  well windows on the  
southwest elevation and the small square window i n  the southwest gable face. 
The one-over-one windows i n  the  frame s t o r i e s  of the  house have a small cornice. 
Tiindows i n  the  t u r r e t  have the same t r i m  and cornice, but t he  frames and 
l i g h t s  a r e  curved t o  f i t  i n to  t he  semicirc le  of the  t u r r e t .  The rectangular 
lower s t a i r  well  window is s e t  long s i d e  p a r a l l e l  t o  the  ce i l i ng  l i a e  of the  porch. 
Its top is f lush with the ce i l i ng  l ine .  Directly above i t  i s  a forty-two inch 
by fifty-seven inch window,%"1'& arched top tha t  is currently f i l l e d  with f rosted 
glass. The or ig ina l  stain&d glass  window is st i l l  extant. The focal point of the  
s ta ined glass  window is a 9-112 inch by 12-314 inch center panel of translucent 
glass  on which is painted a waterside scene with a windmill, t he  small f igures of 
a woman and child,  and a t ree .  The p i c tu re  panel is framed by two-inch wide 
textured glass  and green opaque glass  corner blocks with ra ised,  r ippled pyramidal 
surfaces. Outside t h i s  rectangular center  area  i s  a sect ion of i r rgu la r ly  shaped 
polygonal lights of a var ie ty  of colors and textures  , (colors  mostly in the blue t o  
green range), s e t  i n  a symmetrical pa t te rn .  A t  a number of intersect ions  of these 
l i s h t s  a r e  hemispherical and diamond block pieces of glass i n  a var ie ty  of colors.  
Centered approximately twelve inches above the  top of the  p ic ture  panel i s  a 
3-114 inch i n  diameter red hemisphere with a ra ised center and nine raised segments 
rad ia t ing  from the center,  each decorated with ra ised dots. Framing t h i s  e n t i r e  
sect ion i s  a one-inch wide s t r i p  of red glass .  Next there  is a 4-112 inch wide 
sect ion composed of rectangular l i g h t s  of streaked, two-color glass.  Hemispherical 
pieces of glass  3-114 inches i n  diameter a r e  centered i n  the  rectangular l i gh t s  
and a r e  s e t  a t  regular  in te rva ls  around t h e  frame. Centered between these 
hemispheres a r e  one inch i n  diamter white opaque hemispheres with multifaceted 
surfaces. Finally t he re i s  a one-inch wide border s t r i p  of lavender colored glass.  .. 
The whole is s e t  i n  a 2-114 inch wide wooden frame. 

The basement windows a t  ground l e v e l  a r e  rectangular,  long-side pa ra l l e l  t o  
the  ground l i ne ,  and divided v e r t i c a l l y  by a s ing le  muntin. A l l  f i r s t  f loor 
windows have rough-faced stone sills. 

The recessed panel f ront  door has a beveled glass ,  s i ng le  horizontal  l i g h t  
i n  place of the  middle panel a t  eye l eve l .  To the r i gh t  of the  door as  you face it 
is a doorbell s e t  i n  a dressed brown sandstone block l a i d  i n t o  the br ick wall. The 
door s i l l  is of dressed granite.  The door from the  southwest bay onto the 

atches t h e  f ron t  door i n  design. There a r e  two door openings o n b  the 
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back porch, one from the  kitchen and one from the  back ha l l .  A l l  openings i n  
t he  br ick wall  a r e  finished with brick segmental arches one br ick  deep, except for  
the  lower f ront  s t a i r  well  window and t h e  back s t a i r  well  window which i s  s e t  
ha l f  way between the br ick  and frame sec t ions  of the  house. 

Fenestration is asymmetrical on a l l  elevations.  On the  facade the f ront  door 
i s  flanked by two wide windows. The door is southwest of center. Above the f i r s t  
f loor  southwest window and door is the project ing hexagonal bay. To the northeast 
i s  a wide window, not aligned with the f i r s t  f l oo r  window below. The two curved 
windows i n  the  t u r r e t  describe the semicirc le  of the s t ruc ture ,  curving around from 
the facade t o  t he  northeast  and from t h e  northeast  t o  northwest. The windows i n  the 
gable a r e  centered. 

On the northeast  elevation the southeastern f i r s t  f l oo r  window is under the  
proch roof and the tu r r e t .  To the  northwest a r e  two s e t s  of ve r t i ca l ly  aligned 
f i r s t  and second f loo r  windows. To t h e  northwest of these i s  a s ing le  window tha t  
is half  on the f i r s t  f loor ,  half on the  second ( the  back s t a i r  wel l  landing window). 
Two windows a re  centered i n  t he  gable under a s ing le  cornice, separated by a 
mullion. 

On the r ea r  e levat ion on the f i r s t  f loor ,  two doors open onto the l a t t i c e  
enclosed porch. Above the proch on the  second f loo r  of the  main block 
of t he  house is a s ing le  window i n  the  corner formed by the two-story rear  extension. 
I n  t he  extension on the  f i r s t  f l oo r  is a s ing le  window which has been shortened 
from the bottom. Above i t  and t o  the  northeast  on the second f l o o r  extension i s  
another window. Two windows a r e  centered i n  t he  gable of the  main block. 

On the southwest facade there  is a first f loo r  window i n  the  r ea r  extension. 
Above i t  on the second f loo r  and s l i g h t l y  t o  the  northwest is another window. The 
two-story hexagonal bay projecting from the  main block holds v e r t i c a l l y  aligned 
windows on basement, f i r s t  and second s tory  leve ls .  To the southeast  of the bay 
the s t a i r  well  windows of i r r egu la r  shape a r e  ve r t i ca l ly  aligned. There is one 
window i n  the second f loo r  t o  the  southeast  of t h e  s t a i r  well wiadows. I n  the 
gable a r e  two windows of matching dimensions which a r e  wide apar t  and t o  the  
northwest of them a small square window. The s m a l l  window i s  placed horizontally 
s l i g h t l y  above the center  l i n e  of the  l a rge r  windows and almost touches the 
roofline.  The window was added sometime during the  1940s. 

The house is b u i l t  on a stone foundation which projects  under the  bay and the  
r e a r  extension. The f ron t  and rear  porches a r e  supported by br ick  piers .  Wooden 
l a t t i c e  work screens f i l l  i n  a t  gromd l e v e l  between t h e  piers .  

The br ick  p i e r s  of the  f ron t  porch a r e  finished with stone p l in ths  with rough 
cut  edges, matching t h e  stone of the window sills. Set on theses a r e  thinner 
wooden p l in ths ,  then wooden columns which support the proch roof. The columns 
have c i r c l e s  of torus  m o l d i n g  a t  t he  base,  undecorated shafts,  a n d  terminate i n  two 
r ings  of torus molding, a r ing  of egg and da r t  molding, and a square thin  wooden 
abacus. There a r e  two such p i e r s  and columns on the  southwest elevation, '  
one a t  t he  south corner, two supporting the  pedimented cross gable over the  
entrance o t  the  proch on the  facade, and three  supporting t h e  semicircular 
portion of the poq& a t  the  eas te rn  corner. 

A balustrade of simply turned ba lus te rs  and a r a i l  describe the  edge of 
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of t h e  porch with openings a t  the  southwest bay and the f ron t  entrance. 
A curved, four-riser closed s t r i n g  s t a i r  leads t o  a screened door adjacent 

t o  t h e  southwest bay. On t h e  facade a br ick walk leads t o  a closed s t r i n g  
wooden s t a i r  up t o  t he  f ront  porch. Abutting the s t a i r s  on each s ide  a r e  
rectangular b r ick  bases, on top of which a re  massive hewn stone blocks on which si t  
two addit ional columns supporting the porch gable. These columns, s ince  they 
a re  on 5nortn bases than those s e t  on br ick p ie rs ,  have longer shaf ts ,  but a r e  
otherwise exactly the  same a s  the  other columns. 

The gable pediment has a molded cornice and i s  faced with scalloped shingles. 
To the  southwest, a s  one stands a t  t he  tops of t he  porch steps,  is a 

screened door i n t o  the screened sec t ion  of the  porch. 
The f ron t  entrance leads  d i r ec t ly  i n to  a s t a i r  ha l l .  The quarter t u rn  s t a i r  

with one landing begins on the  southwest wall. The carved newel post with f i n i a l  
is s e t  a t  a forty-five degree angle t o  the  s t a i r s .  The s t a i r  wall is paneled 
with rectangular recessed panels. There is a small bench b u i l t  i n t o  the base 
of the  s t a i r s .  There is a window t o  t h e  southwest of the  f ron t  door with simple 
molded surround and cyma r ec t a  molding beneath t h e  s i l l .  A baseboard delineates 
the  f l oo r  l ine .  A recessed panel door with two long v e r t i c a l  top panels, horizontal 
middle panel and two shorter  v e r t i c a l  bottom panels leads t o  the  dining room t o  the 
r e a r  of the  s t a i r  h a l l .  The woodwork i s  the same throughout the  f i r s t  and second 
f loo r s  of t he  house. From the s t a i r  h a l l  t o  t he  northeast  i s  a wide s l i d ing  
door t h a t  leads t o  the  l i v i n  room. The s l i d ing  d o o r b s  recessed panels i n  the 3 
same pa t te rn  as  t h e  other;voors, except t ha t  the  v e r t i c a l  panels a r e  three across. 
There is a narrower s l i d ing  door between the l i v ing  room and dinzing room. 

I n  the l i v i n g  room the re  i s  a br ick  f i r ep l ace  with br ick hearth on the 
northeast  outer wall. The opening is flanked by two columns s e t  on t a l l  squared 
bases and finished with a c q h u s  leaved cap i ta l s  and an ahacus turned forty-five 
degrees. The columns support the  nante l  which is edged with t iny egg and dar t  
molding. 

A swinging door from the  dining room leads t o  the back ha l l .  Bui l t  i n t o  the 
southwest wall of t he  h a l l  is a glass-doored china c loset .  The back h a l l  gives 
access t o  t he  ki tchen which is  t o  the r ea r  of t he  dining room and t o  a laundry/ 
bathroom, the back s t a i r s ,  the  basement s t a i r s ,  and the  back porch, which a r e  
a l l  t o  the  rear  of t h e  l i v ing  room. The laundry/bathroom has a swi*ng door and may 
or ig ina l ly  have been a pantry. 

There is a second f i rep lace  i n  t h e  center,  southwestern room on the second floor.. 
above the dining room. The f i rep lac5  i s  t i l e d  i n  small rectangular ceramic brick 
which has a mottled glaze, predominantly green and pink i n  color. The mantel has 
a wooden surround with beveled edge, and is supported by two columns s e t  on t a l l  
squared bases and finished with ionic  cap i ta l s .  I n  the  f i rep lace  opening i s  a cast  
i ron coal burner with a f l o r a l  decorated front .  

A wrought i ron  fence def ines  the  outer edge of the l o t s  on the South 
S t ree t  and Union S t r ee t  s ides .  There a r e  four gates  i n  the  fence, one on the 
South S t ree t  s i d e  i n  the northwest corner, one each a t  t h e  f r o n t w a l s  t o  the  houses, 
and one t o  t he  northeast  of t he  L.E. Eliason house. The fence is approximately 
three f e e t  t a l l ,  composed of panels made up of th ree  evenly spaced horizontal  
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bars  and, perpendicular t o  them a l t e rna t ing  t a l l  and shor t  v e r t i c a l  cy l indr ica l  
bars. The t a l l e r  v e r t i c a l s  extend above the  top hor izontal  s e v e 9  inches; the  
shor te r  ones extend the  same height above the  middle hor izontal .  A l l  v e r t i c a l s  
a re  topped with four-sided arrow-like po in t s  which curve out a t  the  base. ?lid-way 
between the  bottom and middle bar ,  the  v e r t i c a l s  a r e  decorated with medallions. 
Within t he  rectangular sect ion formed by the  two t a l l  v e r t i c a l s  and the  middle and 
upper hor izontal  a f l a t  bar describes a closed U with s p i r a l  ends. The panels 
a r e  s e t  between v e r t i c a l  cy l indr ica l  posts ,  approximately two inches i n  diameter, 
s e t  i n t o  t he  gromd and topped with po in t s  s imi la r  t o  those on the  v e r t i c a l  bars  of 
the  fence, but l a rge r  and with each f a c e t  of t he  point s e t  perpendicular t o  the  
ones next t o  it. 

There is a non-contributing garage a t  t he  r ea r  of the  J.T. Eliason House 
property. 
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STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE 

The J.T. and L.E. Eliason houses a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  nomination t o  t he  
National Register under Cri ter ion C, archi tecture .  Bui l t  i n  1899 and 1894 
respectively,  the  s t ruc tures  represent the  e c l e c t i c  nature  of l a t e r  nineteenth 
century a rch i tec tura l  composition i n  t ha t  they draw from a number of sources and 
s t y l e s  i n  t h e i r  plan and decoration, and can be labeled with no one s t y l i s t i c  
t i t l e .  Also, b u i l t  f o r  a l oca l  lumber merchant from materials f r o m h i s  own yard, 
they can be seen as  a representative sampling of avai lable  building materials 
of the  time. The houses a r e  i n  excellent condition and unchanged from the time 
of t h e i r  building with the exception of sympathetic renovations i n  1940 and 1950, 
and so  demonstrate a high leve l  of in tegr i ty .  

New ~as t l e ,pe l aware ,  i n  the  second half  of the  nineteenth century was 
typ ica l  of many towns and c i t i e s  i n  the  United S ta t e s  t h a t  were undergoing 
the  t rans i t ion  from an a g r i c ~ t u r a l / m e r c a n t i l e  based economy t o  a manufacturing1 
indus t r i a l  one. In 1850 there  were only four companies i n  New Cast le  Hundred with 
production valued a t  over $500 annually. I n  1870 there  were twenty i n  the 
town of New Castle alone. By 1900 there  were thirty-one man fac  uring companies. & *-L With the increase i n  industry came an increase i n   population.^? New Castle doubled 
between 1870 and 1880. These changes were matched by municipal changes and 
growth. I n  1859 the s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu re  extended the l i m i t s  of the  town so tha t  
i t  was about s i x  times i ts  previous s ize .  In  1875, short ly  a f t e r  James Eliason 
came t o  New Castle, the  town was incorporated a s  a c i t y  by an a c t  of t he  s t a t e  
General Assembly. 

James and Lewis Eliason contributed t o  t h i s  economic trend. They moved t o  
New Castle from the country, established a successful  business, and continued t o  
expand the i r  enterpr ises  as t h e  town grew. James and Lewis Eliason were sons 
of a highly successul and respected loca l  farmer and s t a t e  l eg i s l a to r ,  Andrew 
Eliason. James began h i s  commercial career i n  Summits Bridge a f t e r  the  Civi l  
War, but moved t o  New Castle i n  1874 where he  opened a dry goods s t o r e  on 
Delaware S t ree t  across from the  courthouse. I n  the  course of the next seven 
years,  during which he w a s  joined i n  partnership by h i s  younger brother Lewis, 
he b u i l t  the  business i n t o  a successful  en te rpr i se  t ha t  catered wo a broad 
spectrum of the  population. Clientele included farmers i n  town t o  buy supplies,  
county commissions, l oca l  businesses, and t h e  general  populace of New Castle. 
I n  1881 the business moved i n t o  la rger  quar te rs  i n  one of the s t o r e  f ron ts  
under the  Opera House. A t  t he  same time the  brothers  acquired a lumber yard 
a t  t he  comer of 5th and South S t ree t s  from the e s t a t e  of D r .  Allen V. Lesley. 
The lumber yard was established as  a new business separate  from the  dry goods s tore  
under the name "J.T. and L.E. Eliason, dealers  i n  farm implements, coal,  and 
lumber." In addition t o  s e l l i n g  lumber t o  farmers f o r  repa i r s ,  fence posts, barn 
and home renovations, they a l so  had a town c l i e n t e l e  t h a t  included t h e  same 
government commissions, businesses, and townspeople t ha t  traded a t  t he  dry goods 
s to re .  This l oca l  coal and lumber t rade became more and more important and profitab 
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a s  t he  town population expanded. I n  1886 the brothers closed the  dry goods s t o r e  
t o  concentrate on t h e  t rade i n  lumber and building suppl ies .  They moved . 

from the Opera ;louse and established a hardware and paint  s t o r e  a t  406 Delaware 
Street .  Over the  course of the  next t h i r t y  years the  company gradually sh i f ted  
out of the ag r i cu l tu ra l  trade a l together  and expanded its building supplies business, 
more and more supplying t o  bui lders ,  contractors,  and developers. 

In 1893 the company began t o  supply lumber t o  bu i ld  a house f o r  James 
T. Eliason on a l o t  on I?. 5th S t r ee t  t h a t  he  had purchased the  previous year from 
the e s t a t e  of Allen V. Lesley. A record of the mater ia ls  purchased ex i s t s  i n  the  
form of counter books from the company. Materials a r e  comparable t o  those supplied 
t o  other c l ien te le .  A complete list of materials is attached t o  t he  nomination 
a s  an appendix. Unfortunately such a record does not e x i s t  f o r  the  house 
t h a t  James Eliason b u i l t  a t  80 W. 5 th .S t r ee t  immediately t o  t he  southwest of h i s  
f i r s t  house. 

In addi t ion to  representing the materials tha t  went i n t o  constructiilg a 
nineteenth-century house, the  houses a l so  r e f l e c t  t he  ideas  on house planning 
prevalent i n  the  second half  of t h e  nineteenth century. Both houses incorporate 
t he  same basic  fea tures  i n  t h e i r  plans,  and i t  is through minor var ia t ions  i n  plan 
and major var ia t ions  i n  decoration tha t  they succeed i n  giving the appearance of 
very d i f fe ren t  houses b u i l t  i n  a more widely separated period of time than f i v e  
years. 

The turned balusters ,  e l l i p t i c a l  arches, decorated brackets,  and modillioned 
cornice of t h e  L.E. Eliason house a l l  suggest the  d e t a i l  work of t he  St ick Style  
and the Queen Anne s t y l e  popular i n  t h e  1870s and 1880s. The Queen Anne i s  a l so  
suggested by the  va r i e ty  of t ex tures  on the ex te r ior  of the house -- t he  combination 
of brick, board s iding,  and multi-shaped shingles. However t he  roof massing of t he  
building is not  so complex a s  t h a t  of Queen Anne a t  i t s  height and the textured sur- 
faces a r e  not so  elaborate o r  varied a s  t h e  Queen Anne exhib i t s  i n  more 
representative examples. Decoration on the  J.T. Eliason house shows a s h i f t  t o  
t he  c l a s s i ca l  which was pa r t  of a general trend i n  American building following 
the Columbian Exposition of 1892193 which featured a vas t  array of buildings designed 
i n  the  c l a s s i c a l  mode. The wide veranda i s ,  however, a carryover from an e a r l i e r  
period, desp i te  its c l a s s i ca l  columns. The semicircular extension on the 
northeast e levat ion demonstrates i n  a popularized form an awareness of Richardson's 
work i n  t he  1880s. 

I n t e r i o r  decoration shows the same s h i f t  from the  busier  surfaces of an 
e a r l i e r  period t o  the  simpler l i n e s  bf c l a s s i ca l  fea tures .  This can be seen 
par t icu la r ly  i n  door and window moldings and i n  door and window hardware. 

Both houses incorporate many fea tures  recommended by pa t t e rn  books of the  
period, including a reception roomlstair h a l l  plan, bay windows, and a r ea r  
service  area which included a back stairs and pantry. The L.E. Eliason house 
includes a conservatory which was suggested i n  many pa t t e rn  books of the  period. 

Despite t h i s  seeming dependence on pat tern books, t he  houses were b u i l t  
from professionally prepared plans. The use of professionally trafned a rch i t ec t s  
i n  designing houses i n  place of a r t i s a n  bui lders  was i n  i t s e l f  a growing trend 
a t  t he  end of t he  nineteenth century. 
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The J . T .  and L.E.  Eliason houses are therefore significant under 
Criterion C because they are representative of nineteenth century architecture 
i n  several ways -- in  the materials employed, in  the eclecticism of their 
s t y l i s t i c  sources, and in  the manner i n  which they were designed. 

Boundaries are legal ly  defined l o t s  as indicated in  deeds. 



- 
Johnson, Danie l  P. "The J .T .  and L.E. El iason  Company, 1868-1918, A Study i n  

Market Trans i t ion ."  Undergraduate research  paper submit ted i n  f u l f i l l m e n t  
of  t h e  requirements of  a S p e c i a l  Problems Seminar, Feb., 1981. 

New Castle Board of  Trade. New C a s t l e ,  Delaware, 1915. 
( see  con t inua t ion  shee t )  
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APPENDIX I * 

Lumber Book 
J.T. and L.E. Eliason, New Castle, Delaware 
August 9. 1893 t o  October 28, 1893 

8/12/93 
120 f t .  Bem 3-4x6-20 

8/15/93 
20 l b s  20d n a i l s  

1668 f t .  Hem 46-3x8-14 1 7-3x7-14 
5-3x8-16 
2-3x8-12 

213 f t .  16-2x4-20 

8/18/93 
480 f t .  Hem 30-3x4-16 
376 15-1x6-16 

16-1x12-16 
60" shing. l a t h  
60" 4 PC 3x5-12 

8/19/93 
15 PC. 3x4-16 cu l l s  
80 f t .  c u l l  fence bds 

5 1x12-16 
4 1x12-12 f t  i 

60 f t  shg l a t h  

768 f r  Hem 48-1x12-16 sls 
6 w i n  frames 36x30 
1 " 1 12x30 

8/21/93 
16 f t  fence bds 

128 f t  shing. l a t h  
252 " 11 I 1  

400 " Hem boards 

*Capitalization and punctuation a r e  a s  they appear i n  the log  books. 
I have used [ ]  t o  ind ica te  places where en t r i e s  a r e  i l l e g i b l e  and 1've 
,..C.CC-~ st ~ h ~ t  thev might sav. 



8/24/93 
2 win frame 30x24 
912 ft Hem 57 1x12-16 

8/25/92 
1 win frame 48x30 
3 " " 30x30 

1 wind frame 48x48 
2 " " 30x30 
1 " " 48x ? 
4 " " 30x24 
1 " " 30x30 

8/26/83 
2-win frames 24x24 
10 pr sls bds 

8/28/93 
2 shng lath 

60 ft sls bds wp 
84 ft 1-6x6-28 yp 
:t55'' 1 4.6-28 

1 2x4-14 Hem 
3 3x8-16 

8/29/93 
3 lbs 7d nails 

1 jib door frame 
1 wind frame 24x24 
1 " " 30x30-614 

8/39/93, 
693 ft \40 3x4-16 

8/31/93 
1 5  2x4-16 

32 ft. s2s boards 
40 " " I*  

42 " Hem ? 

Equitable Guarantee 6 Trust Co. (Lesly Est) 



96 f t  9 pc 2-4-16 
384 f t  24 pc 1x12-16 
1 keg i d  n a i l s  

9/1/93 
56 f t  s 2 s  boards 
17. Lin f t  Cr mould 
6 " 6 " wire n a i l s  
1 keg 8d n a i l s  
1 " 8d Fin" 
52 f t  s2s  shelves  
128 " shing l a t h  
53 " s 4 s  bds 

9/2/93 
14 f t .  W.P. bd 

22 f t  Eem bds 
30 " w.p. royh? 

9/4/83 
32 F t  s 2 s  bds 
240 f t  Hem 15-1x12-16 
8 f t .  s4s  bds 

6 pas. carpet  tacks  
106 f t .  Pat .  s i d i n g  

2 " 4 d n a i l s  

9/5/93 
159 f t .  Pat .  s i d i n g  
4 r o l l  [shea use1 paper 
80 " 4d n a i l s  

133 f t .  Pat .  sheathing 
53 f t .  " I, 

1 Pa Brads 
530 f t .  Pat  s i d i n g  

9/6/83 
413 f t  s i d i n g  
128 " shing Lath 
1 6  f t  Hem [?I  bds 

8 " I 7  11 11 



1 114 g a l s  P a i n t  
1 114 " o i l  
s h e l l a c  va rn i sh  

9/7/93 
24 f t  Hem Fence Bds 
128 " shg  Lath 
160 10-1x12-16 
2175 l b s  Sand 
2125 " 11 

2040 " I ,  

2200 " I, 

9/8/93 
1 6 1  f t  S2S bds  

2200# sand 
2200" " 
2200 " sand 
64 f t  Aem bds  
2250 # sand 

5 lbs  6d w i r e  n a i l s  
32 f t .  S4S Base bds  
1 G a l  8207 P a i n t  
112 " Lin  o i l  

2060 sand 
2225 " 

2125 " 

9/9/93 
24 2/15 bus  Lime 
35 f t  S2S Bds 
22 8 ,  " 1, 

43 Bus Lime 

192 f t .  Hem. bds  S1S 

1 G  215 Bu 1080 lbs Lime 
1 2  f t  S2S bds 

128 f t .  2 112 " Rebats  S t r i p  

9/11/93 
1665 l b s .  Lime 

1 1 / 2  l b s  Lath  N a i l s  



9/12/93 
1 l b s  N a i l s  
1 4  Bu 1050 l b s  Lime 
1 6  f t  rough wp bds 

9/13/93 
14 f t  Fence Bds 
72 " Shing Lath 
24 " fence bds 
1 pa tacks  

9/14/93 
11 Bus. H a i r  

9/18/93 
24 f t  Bern F Bds 
1 [Grs] 1 114 ill2 screws 

117 f t  S e l e c t  wp Bds 
1 g a l  #207 Pa in t  

9/19/93 
24 f t  2" W.P. [Plan? 
64 f t  4 pc 3x4-16 
1 Rol l  Raw h i d e  Paper 

9120193 
1280 f t shg Lath 
160 " Hem Bds 

5 Bus 475 l b s  Lime 
2360 " sand 
2185 11 11 

9/21/93 
2 DZ. screws [ I l l  82 
33 f t .  Hem bds 

Fancy [ b u t t ]  sh ing les  
b i l l  of Eastern F. Co. 
128 f t  sh ing Lath 

9/22/93 
128 f t  sh ing Lath 
62 " Arch. moulding 

11 28 '' g;;ip Lath 
16 " Arch moulding 
896 " shing. Lath 



9/22/93 
5 lbs .  20d n a i l s  
1 Keg 6d n a i l s  
36 ft. 3" Arch Moulding 
3[chimy crocks] 

9/23/93 
1 8  ft .  fence bds 

5 Gals 8218 [HI Pain t  

9/27/93 
1 Keg 8d Nails 

800 f t  #1 f loor ing 

9/29/93 
1 P. Brush 
1 112 ga l  L o i l  
1 q t  Turpentine 

56 f t .  S4S B a s e  bds 
500 " 82 N.C. f loor ing  
81 " Rough N.C. bds 

9/30/93 
1 Dz. 1 1 1 2  in .  screws 
17 f t .  f loor ing - 

10 3x4-18 
325 f t  %2 Foor 
25 2x3-18 

10/2/93 
1 Gal Lin o i l  
69 ft. S2S bds 
1 Gal. #207 H. Paint  

1013193 
256 ft. shing. Lath 

1 [bund.] P las  Lath 
112 G a l .  Lin. o i l  



1015193 
2500 Plas Lath 
1 Xeg 3d [Ex] f i n  Nails 
14 f t .  S2S Plank 
128" shing. Lath. 

30 f t  rough N.C. bds 

1016193 
5 s t r i p s  N.C. 112x3-16 
11 f t .  Rough N.C. bds 

30 f t  s e l e c t  S2S bds. 
123 " shg Lath 

75 f t  S2S bds 
6 s t r i p s  112 x 3-16 
B i l l  shinglesIKent Wks] 

36 f t  s e l e c t  S2S Bds 
12 " " I ,  

10/7/93 
1 Keg 8d Nails 

To A.M. Hizer 

2500 Plas Lath 
24 f t  3 pc 2x3-16 

1019193 
30 f t  3 pc 2x3-18 
14 f t  s l e l c t  S2s bds 

60 f t  wide S2S bds 
105ft  52s I*  

160 " 1 114 [car  send] 

16 f t  525 Bds 
3 5 "  " " 



10/11/93 
56 f t  8 1x6-14 S2S Base 
2500 ? Lath 
[ l b  30d ] Hails 

1 5  6 f t  6 " Fi r e  Clay Pipe 
3 " 6 "  ,I 

" [Lees] 

10/12/93 
3000 Lath 
18 1 PC 3x4-18 

47 f t .  S2S bds 

10/13/93 
21 l b s  8d f i n  n a i l s  
2500 Plas  Lath 

10/17/93 
138 f t  YP. 6x6-2/14 1/18 
224 " Hem. 3x8-8/14 
180 " : 3x8-5/18 

10/18/83 
8 Porch Post 6x9-9 f t  
3 " " 5x5-9" 

253 f t .  H.F. Flooring 
229 " 

I ,  I, 

10/19/93 
64 f t  1/2" WBtfs 

" YP 4x6 1/20 1/18 
" Hem 616 13 

11 Porch Post  Sockets 
2 Dz 1" screws 

10/21/93 
1 p t  Lin o i l  
112 put ty  

10/23/93 
To Freight  on Porch Posts  

10/24/93 
10 f t  h !  s4s  Base Bds 
398" 112 i n  NC Ceil ing 
5 " 8d Fin  N a i l s  



10125193 
1 gal 8270 
112 " Lin o i l  

2100 + Sand 
2100" " 

1 gal Hand Fin o i l  
25 " Putty 
1  pt Turpentine 
5 " 6d Fin nai l s  

10/27/93 
25 1+ Putty 
16 fr S 13 Select 
1 pa 1 l/w" [ ? I  nai l s  
1 q t  Lin o i l  



Lumber Book 
J.T. h L.E. Eliason 
New Castle,  D e l .  
Feb. 17, 1894 t o  June 4, 1894 

3120194 
114 Gal oak Royal F i l t e r  . . 

4130194 
1 Gal wal B.O. Finish  

5/2/94 
1 Spade 

75 f t .  6" pipe  
2-614 [Tels] 
1-6" [curve] 

5/7/94 
F r t  on Pipe 

1 G a l  o.w. Paint  
1 lb .  Putty 

5/12/94 
5 l b s  20d n a i l s  
40 f t  1x8-16 S4s 
3 w  11 

5/18/94 
1 J e w e t t  Ref r ige ra to r  

5119194 
1 can W Lead 
31 f t  4" moulding 

5/21/94 
4 112 f t .  W.P Bds s e l e c t  
4 s h u t t e r  Bars 

5/22/94 
6O"x50ft. 2; ; I16 Nett ing 
1 Double G a t e  
1 b i l l  of Werdiner 
1 b i l l  of Hodus C H Co 

5/24/94 
1 q t  Lin  o i l  




