
P u t  111 

Himtory Sketoh o f t  
Pranrportatisn U h q e r ,  

*ado Cyelom, Elaurring, and 
'h.avalem hearlptioae, of the Tom 



Haw Oa6tle'r preaant Ind iv ldua l l ty  and distinction 
among towna @f eolonlel  o r ig in  aomaa in p a r t  f ro=  tho 
natural featurem of i ts r a t t i n g  and ~nvl rormant ,  as well 
as from t4 a t ree ta ,  hou8e6, and publlu bulldlngs of We 
can t r a l  t o m ,  tbst rurrire from e a r l y  pmrlbds. 

These asseto,  natural  and aan-wds, ware not m r a l -  
lowad up by t h a  e rud l t i a s  of dnerlerm l n d w s t r l ~ l  deval- 
opmant and nuitsrial nprograraa *hat followad tha  q i r i l  
hr, and Ohat mined  eo laany plaasant  toma of -a o r i-  
g ina l  f a t a s .  

Up t o  the resent ,  tha phyairal aharaeter  and eon- 
tome sf the 80 ! onlal  tom have not bean 80 modiflad ss 
t o  prevoet a satailing -om Wmm of romethlng ef tha  l ives  
of tha gasp18 through the  rueaeeding rasimes an8 p a ~ l o d e ,  
from the building of Port  Caalmlr in 1661 t o  t h e  prob- 
l u m  of 1949. Thlr pmr6aptible eont inul ty  o f  l l f a  oa 
and about the a l t a  l a  In  f a e t  i t s  most oharlshabla 
f aature,  

But the rigorous a i v i e  r p i r l t  and ou l tu ra l  'laadar- 
8hip of We l a t a  ~ o l o n i a l  and emly s t a t e  periodr d id  
a o t  last long enough t o  ln rure  a o o n t i n u o u s l ~  hamonl-  
o w  and prograrr lve nodm i n  the axpsnelon of the phyai- 
a a l  t o m ,  in it8   or ern mental and aultural inat l tu4lona,  
and in its 808181 l i f e .  A nueleuei of the bent ha8 81- 
ray6 Been thera ,  bomavar, and t r a d I t i ~ n 6  from them@ 

ariodra r t l l l  l i r a  aaong a f a r  a t  l e a a t  of Haw Oartla's 
L b i t a n t a  .nd t8o.a of tha oountj ami a t a t e  - ~n a 
more vltal  nnd in twl l lgant  aaasa than m r o  w i s t f k a l  ag- 
prae ia t ion  or d l r t i n g u i ~ h a d  l i r a 8  l l v d  i n  the paat  and 
sf 8hwmiag old  Bousas ahat m a t  tha  aye today. 

The fa- sf tho  l i t t l a  v i l l a g e  of uoodan hau8em 
in $ha 1660's m s  t o  be affaatad the shangfry mano 
aad r e u t e r  of tranrrpertatlon, parhapa mrm than by any 
@tha t  of  the laany inflaencas upon It from that day t s  
1 me grea t  r i v e r  WR8 a mapar-highway - with feed- 
ar mtraarns, ~ v i g a b l e  f o r  aontamporary c r a f t  far l a land  - 
Web, i f  rupplmantad by coed a a r t  mads, p ~ d a e d  a 
th r iv ing  e~mmarcrllal f'utura, snaa #la and the  naighbor- 
in8 ro lonias  warn prolaselag sapla goods f o r  traba. 

Am the population Brew and tbs h h a b l t a n t s  upread 
from tha rhore, roads kmmo irnereaaiwly or- 

r a n t l a l  t o  aarry people and p r d u o a  to and from -Lib0 
&at g o v e r o r r  anti law maker. $ a~theugh r soegn iz iw  &Et' 
met, navar err1v.d at  tha nthadr and maam of rakw 
I.8 kwpiag  the mad6 gaad - m a d s  t b t  r W l d  have wt 
a artah g r @ s b r  flow of good8 and psopla i n t o  the  tom, 
and 80, r e r e  rhipa t o  tha wharver. 



Horevar i l l - re r red  by rtaga wa8h and marketmaart, 
lumbarlng ovar the "exau~aablr  mads m,  the  rhipa en tBe 
~ ~ V B P  ead the claops an8 8hallaps ale- tho rreake kept 
a l ive  fhe vislon of a flaurirhing per* throufghottt &a 
aightaen%h ranturt:  aad kapt Idr Qset la  nrrhantr rrrd 
othar rl*leana in foaeh w i t h  the Atlant ie  eaaboaPd 801- 
onlas, with the Vast fndlaa and the r a m t r l e r  ab Burepa. 

I n  1V46, the Raterand Oeorga Rors of Immmmel 
Churah wr2ting t o  tondm t o  the 6eoratary of tbe Ohvbh 

Of 7 iand Boslety for  th. Ropagation @f the h a p o l ,  
4salM' be8 Hew Oastla as 'a ruinous r i l l a & e  whit& dm- 
elinma f r o m  bad t o  rorsa  every yearLa Jn 1960, ha m o t @  
Urat town of new Qaet la  eon8iutlng of about four 
8@0ra Aouser, waxam e e ~ a r  and poorer . . . .bavlw rev- 
oral houeam without 1 nhabltante and rome not tit for 
habitaticsa,,..,this 4 Y3 eondltien ie par t ly  w%aqg t o  
m u start v l l l  a ('I 1 ngtan) ly ing en a nei hb01.1~ E 
ro~ntrf,~ 

P % -a@ , rhlah vie ds a eelavan3ent pert  t o  the  a jasant 

Emfore t h e  end 07 the aantury trada bad -rived 
and omumiccisaers had bean appointed (17GT) 60 8umey 
the town, l a y  out and ragulste r t r ~ e t s  and a r tab l iah  
1-d t a r k ~ o  

Irr 4he f i r s t  daaada of %ha aimteanth rentury 
J a ~ e p h  8oett  m o t e  In  him grqraphy publirhad 1804, 
that t n d a  i n  Bar ~ s s t l e  tmd bagun i o  r a d r a  ?abut 
f f t t a a a  ]raars ago; 8inas than it hati lnereaaed eon- 
old&rably. Almost a l l  the rasealr  beund from Phila- 
delphia t o  ferelgs port8, mtop hem rml uupply mem- 
#a l t e s  82th l l t s r to@k.  A greet  11nm sf parketr and 
atryaa paplrer Mw~ugh It fraar P b i l d a l p h i a  t o  Wti- 
a@?@ my of &#~6ht08n. V-t u of marshaa- 

* h dS8@ m a  aant by thir route f h m  pMa t o  Ura 
nat+ra e m  "7 . I t  I r  at p ~ a a e n t  en. ef the greatmat 
Sboroughfares or  traraliag: In tba D a l b d  Statar .  Tham 
are @@ran large and well-aesommdatad paeke@a whlah mail 
aeactantly between t4ir port and Philadelphia. Tharr 
are f m m  ZQ t o  lb heavy ragaas f o r  the tranafar af 

08s ead paorangerr marose tha panlaaula %o * Q B U ~ -  
awn, Baaides four laad 8W&*a.* r' 

I t  n 8  i n  t h i r  e ra  a t  tha pr ivate  turnpike eon- 
anlas  and a fmr yearm l a t e r  ef 6rhe f i r a t  c teembatr ,  b a t  'land and ra0ar ?outer war8 oa-erdlasted t o  

Iar Oartlete advant.llte. Dolarera mad bherapa.lte 
-1 o enrd in Id89  tsok r a m  sf %ha urorr-peninmala 
t ~ a i d o  &on re* ~ m t l a  m a .  ~t *a eprnlng of 
Cba %r O ~ t l a  and W e n a t a n  &ailread im lUle p r e  
)Jar G m l t l * + d h  f"r0'8h hugbaa toward grerth aail davalaprant. 



Soon, horovsr Philadelphia, Vilmlagton and B a l  timoro 
were e o n n a s t d  by a l l - r a i l  thrortth-routeal the  Dolamre 
d iv l s lon  ofthe Philadelphia, Vilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad absorbad the Hew Cast le  end of the  Hew Uddtlo 
snd Ranahtoan Railroad, and Ber Caetle wee no longor 
the l i v e l y  t ranrpor ta t ion center  it had become follow- 
ing tho first good turnpike t h a t  i t 6  e l t i zene  had made 
an8 operated, It kopt rome of its paeeenger and f ro igh t  
traffie r a i l ,  ship and farry;  acquired a fss new tn- 
Quatrioa,  and grew quietly and alowly i n  population and 
homo. 

When the Duteh began the f i r a t  housee near Fort 
Qaaimlr i n  1661, tho Swedos had beon ao t t l ed  on the r i v o r  
r ineo 1638. Thay had log housea, s t r o n ~ ,  t i g h t  and dry, 
frog Wmbar eut and natehad by the  use of only tm ax 
s a d  a few dayr labor,  Brieks and stone6 were aeed f o r  
Wmnayr, o r  i f  those wore laaking, s t i e k e  and laud. Tho 
Duteh prefarrad brlaks f o r  building and the  briekraaker 
was among the  e a r l l o s t  e r a f tmen ,  But of noeeasltg 
they b u i l t  a t  first of wood, uring plank. or  slapboards 
nailed t o  u p r i # h t ~ L W r ,  ~ n d  ahlmneye of #tone or brick. 
But thoy moon adopted tho Swadirh log  conatruatlon f o r  
both pub118 and eonrraereial buildings and f o r  houser. 
Plank o r  board roofs  were aoverrd with t i l e  when thane 
rould  be rrecurod from Manhattan. 

In 1678, the Duteh l ahdi r t r ,  Dankars and Blbtptar, 
in Qrbir jownal,  s a i d  of Now Cast le  that it Bad boon 
rush larger and moro populour under tbm Duteh, b uk alnee 
the  eountry had belonged t o  %ha Engliah and ahlp8 rust 
first doelare and unload t h o i t  eargoo6 a t  Her Pork, 
'this had ratared the l i t t l e  plaeo t o  f a l l  o f f  vary aneh, 
and mvan retardad the  rottlamont o f  plentatlorm. m a t  
rmalns uonalstr  of about f i f t y  housar, mrt all of' 
.sod. The feH*Lm domlirhed,  but @era 1 s  a good 
blaelbouma .. . . , 

By th, end of the rentuJly and l n  t he  ear ly  1700's, 
Pew Castle wae bs6arniag a brirk  t a rn ;  thro~ghout ths 
.arround.&ng oountrysidg , briek mansion h o ~ $ s ,  tanant 
houses, barns and outbuildings wore b o e d n g  ganrral. 

Bg 1744, Dr. Alexander &w~Ilton, Pagllrh t rave le r ,  
writing of s s top in Pow Oastlo dareribs8 the t o m  arr 
atanding @Ju~t upon the r a t e r ,  (here baing from theneo 
a large proapret eastward toward tho Bay (bf Dslarare and 
Provinee of the Jorseps. The houses a r e  d i e f l y  bricsk, 
Wlt aftor Qhe Dutab model, the t o r n  haring beon eri- 
g ina l ly  founded and inhabibod b$ t he  Dutch ihon it be- 
'iongod t o  the I l ~ a  York gorarnmsnt. I t  eonslate ohlafly 
of oas great  r t r e e t ,  whiah makes an o l b w  a t  r i g h t  
anglea. A great  many of t h e  hourss a r o  old  aad army. 
Thore a re  In  the  t o m  two publics b u i l d b g s ,  a wurt- 
hoar@ and ahureh. 



The r o v i r a l  of t rade  a t  tho p o r t  of  Her Cas t le  about 
1790, and t h e  inereeslng prespor i ty  of the  large-os ta ta  
ovnarr up rsd down tha r i v a r ,  aaaelerated the building of 
f i v e  eolenia l  bouseo, of uhieh there  were already aramplos, 
built by t he  wall-to-do as ea r ly  as tho 1720's and through- 
out the aentury, 

A t r @ v a l e r t r  do8eription of Mew Oastle,  upon a v i r i t  
i n  1029, naar  tho pa& of tho turnpike and r iver- travel  
o m  than eontared there,  gives an onjoyablo and vivid  
p i ~ a 0 ,  (8 t t ached  i n  fill a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e s e  pages. 

A t  t he  beginning of t21e ara @f bard-surfaood road8 
In  tho marly twentieth eantury, t ho  route of t h e  s t a t e  
road from Vilmington rroath ran rovoral miles west of Nor 
Cartle. When hard roads were f i n a l l y  b u i l t  i n t o  Mar 
Cast le ,  enough t r a f f i a  began t o  r o a r  f itmi tho s t a t o  road 
t o  tho I e r  Cast le  fe r ry ,  and t o  nor  Indus t r ies  about the 
tom, as well es beeauee of t o u r i s t  I n t e r e s t ,  t o  taus@ 
tho rpread of appreeiation of the aen t r a l  t o m  as a 
t reasure  from the  pas t ,  And r i n s e  then, Yaw Caetla has 
been thought of by many people 8s an at;traotive, ros i -  
denem t o m ,  f o r  the  few now, and po ten t i a l l y  f o r  the  
many i f  i t s  expansion ean be zoned, and building a@- tirib regulated and r a s t r i o t ed ,  80 t h a t  the  modern may 
be 8s su i t ab l e  and p l o a ~ l n g  ar t h e  aid, 

l o r ,  la  1947, the  rou tes  and moans of t ranrporta-  
t i o n  a r e  again a h a g i n g  aa they W o r t  Her Oar t le ,  The 
Delaware Bivor b r i d g ~  a t  Pigeon Point w i l l  teke away t h e  
f o r r y  b a f f l e ;  t he  reheduled a i r  rrarvlee from t h e  sn;mty 
air  srt a t  Haro'is Garner rill bring t o  the edge of Mar P Cast e Donmon another axohrange reution, thir tima from 
retbr r a h i r l e  t o  a i r  ship, ins tead of from l a ad  s tage  
Qo r a i l i n g  rorso l ,  

Aad I n  *hfr age if  Hem Car t la  w i l l  moat the  ehal- 
long. t o  Loop abreas t  of the  times, thoro is a r ioh  nut- 
oty  @f blao p r i n t s  fer tha  idea l  t o r n ,  that with Now 
Castlo'rr oxiatlng advantager, Hew C a ~ t l o  ran  boaama - 
when I t s  tom plan, ronlng ordlnaneos, building eodo, 
and general  imgmvement program a r e  in of fo r t ,  and a r e  
8s-ordlnatod with fars ighted mimilar protor t ion and 
dovolop8tent of i t 8  r i v e r  shore and t h e  nurounding 
sountry . 


