
Fourth S t r e e t  - northwest corner  o f  Delaware S t r e e t  
Present  Owner. New C a s t l e  Hle to r i cn l  Soc ie ty  

For t h e  s i t e  of t h i e  hause, which was one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  p l o t s  

to -be  granted In the  "Second ROW" ( 4 t h  s t r e e t )  during t h e  Dutch per-  

iod, the  o r i g i n a l  deed has no t  been discovered i n  t h i s  search;  but 

pa ten t s  f o r  nearby l o t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it belonged t o  Roeloff deHaes I ,  

who was brought t o  For t  Caeimir i n  1651, when P e t e r  S tuyvesmt  b u i l t  t h e  

f o r t  and founded the  town. I t  belonged t o  deHaes o r  h i s  e s t a t e  i n  1656. 

I n  1701, t h e  p l o t  was resurveyed t o  h i s  grandson, Roeloff deHaes 11, 

*according t o  Its anc ien t  bounds" bounded s e w .  by * the  s t r e e t  t h a t  

goes t o  MarylandN (Delaware S t . ) ,  new. by Ot te r  St .  (S th ) ,  s.e, by 

Beaver S t .  (4 th )  and nee .  by t h e  l o t  of Joseph Gr i f f in ,  being 68' o r  

;t 70' I n  breadth and BOO1 long between Beaver and O t t e r  S t r e e t s .  

Roeloff deHaes s o l d  the  proper ty  I n  1707 t o  Chris topher  S tanley ,  

with a l l  houses, fences  e t c , ,  and the  same bounds, except t h a t  

Delauare S t r e e t  is descr ibed aa " the  s t r e e t  l ead ing  from the  r i v e r  

t o  the  woodsn, Chris topher  S tan ley  of  New Cas t l e  d ied  t h e  next  

year leaving h i s  property t o  h i e  wife Mary and sons,  Chris topher  

and Robert. Whether the  purchaser of t h e  proper ty  was Chr i r topher  

s e n i o r  o r  junior  has  not  been discovered,  and no t r a n s f e r  f o r  this  

proper ty  has been found up t o  the  time i t  was owned by William God- 

dard i n  1738. A  illl lam Qoddard is  descr ibed as a n m e r a h e n t " u h e ~  

he s e t t l e d  t h e  e e t a t e  of John @ r a n t  i n  1726, and I t  is  poss ib le  

but not  proved t h a t  Grant may have owned t h e  property i n  l e u  C a s t l e  

heir  of t h e  S tan ley  femily.  

The p roper ty  appears  i n  t h e  records  of 1738 as belonging t o  

~ I l l i m  aoddard, nyyeoman", a g a i n s t  uhom Andrew Hamilton has  recurad 



a Judgment f o r  debt  of 200 pounds 40 s h i l l i n g s .  Goddardls r e a l  e s t a t e  

i n  Hew Cas t l e  was so ld  by t h e  sheriff  - t h e  Amstel House s i t e  as whouuse 

and l o t  * appraised a t  140 pounds, going t o  l i l l i a m  Mackey of Ph i l ade l-  

phia ,  merchant. Mackey s o l d  i t  t h e  same year t o  D r .  John Finney f o r  

110 pounde, The bounds a r e  the same except that t h e  width i e  c a l l e d  

60' i n s t ead  of 68' o r  7 0 t ,  and t h e  bounds new, and n.e. a r e  by t h e  

"fence of the land formerly belonging t o  Thomas Spry.* D r .  Thomas 

Spry d ied  i n  1685 s o  t o  f i x  the  bounds, t h i s  indenture  goes f u r t h e r  

back than t h e  owners a t  t h e  time of s a l e  t o  D r .  Finney, a t  which time 

Nathaniel S i l s b e e  owned t h e  adjo in ing  l o t  t o  the  nor theas t .  

- Appraisal  a t  140 pounds i n  1738 meant t h a t  the re  was some sub- 
% 

a t a n t i a l  improvement on t h e  ground. The small o ld  b r i ck  house l a t e r  

incorporated as t h e  k i tchen wing of  Amstel house was t h e  house bought 

by D r .  Finney, according t o  c i r cums tan t i a l  evidence from a v a i l a b l e  

records,  The surmise t h a t  the  main p a r t  of Amstel house was b u i l t  
i 

before Dr.  Finney fought t h e  property i n  1738 is not  borne out  by 
?. 

t h e  surv iv ing  data s tud ied  i n  t h i s  search. D r .  John Finney had been 

i n  New C a s t l e  s i n c e  1724, i n  which year  he  was appointed a member of 

the  counci l  of the  town by Governor ~ e i t h .  He was a successfbl 

p rac t i c ing  physician who owned a number of New Cas t l e  p roper t i eo  

i n  1738 when he bought the  house and ground a t  Fourth and Delaware 

S t ree to .  He may have begun the  bui ld ing  of Amstel house soon a f t e r  

the  purchase. 
g, 

Dr. John Finney mas the  son of Robert and Dorothea Finney rho 

came from I r e l a n d  t o  a e t t l e  i n  Pennsylvania before 1725, In 1733 

Robert Finney bought a 900 a c r e  t r a c t  i n  London Grove Township, where 
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Francis  Al l i son  l a t e r  s t a r t e d  t h e  school that l e d  t o  the  e e t a b l i ~ h -  

ment of Newark Academy and Delaware College. Robert Finney was t h e  

chief  founder of t h e  New London Presbyter ian  Church. 

D r .  John Finney married El izabeth ,  daughter of Robert French, 

and a f t e r  he r  death i n  1730, married Sarah Richardson. H i s  s i s t e r  

L e t i t i a  married Ri l l lam McKean and was t h e  mother of Thomas KcKean, 

s igner  of the  Declara t ion  of Independence. D r .  Finney he ld  many 

o f f i c e s  of t r u s t ;  i n  1764 he became one of t h e  Trus tees  of t h e  Com- 

mon. H i s  eon David Finney was an outstanding a t t o r n e y  and a judge 

i n  the s t a t e  supreme court .  D r .  John Finney d ied  i n  1774 leaving  

much property t o  h i s  wife and chi ldren .  Bmstel house became t h e  

property of  h i s  son John who l i v e d  i n  Londonderry Township. I t  was 

l eased  by him t o  Nicholas Van Dyke, t h e  e l d e r ,  who l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  

1785, a t  which t ime he was governor of t h e  s t a t e .  H i s  daughter Ann 

had been married i n  t h i s  house t h e  previous year ,  t o  Kensey Johns , 

Sr.  i n  the  preeence of General George Vashington, who was a wedding 

gues t ,  and a f t e r  Governor Van Dyke gave up t h e  house, t h e  young 

people l e a s e d  it, and l i v e d  he re  u n t i l  Kensey Johns b u i l t  h i s  man- 

s i o n  house at  Third and Delaware S t r e e t s ,  

The house was owned from 1795 t o  1832 by Joseph Tatlow (who 

bought it from John Finney Jr. f o r  600 pounds), owner of a s t a g e  

l i n e  from New Cas t l e  t o  Frenchtoun, and by h i s  h e i r s ;  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  

r - .  year it was bought by John Moody and remained i n  the  Moody and Burn- - hm f m i l i e s  u n t i l  it was s o l d  by John B. Burnham i n  1904. 
t 

$ 
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I .- 
I Professor  Eenry Hanby Hay, a l a t e r  occupant of t h e  house, d i d  

auch t o  s t i rnu la te  i n t e r e s t  i n  p re se rv ing  the  house as an a r c h i t e c t ~ r a l  

I t r e a s u r e ,  which was a b l y  supplemented by Anne Rodney Zanvlsr iri her  

" S t o r i e s  of Old Now C a s t l e , "  and o t h e r  a c t i v e  work. 

I n  1b29 t h e  Bevr C a s t l e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  bought and r e s t o r e d  

bu i ld ing  and  x a i n t a i n  

The p re sen t  width of t h e  p rope r ty  i s  86', i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  p a r t  

of t h e  ad jo in ing  120 '  p l o t  was a t  some t ime - n c t  y e t  determined 

i n  t h i s  search - acqui red  :%L: r4dLt,do;i 62  Lha 6i-' w; L ,  , L~ L IbL 

bought by Joseph Tatlow. 


