
THIRD STRBET - #10 and #12'  

P a r t  of t he  or1  i n a l  Ambrose Backer Property 
(See I n t  $I! duct ion t o  Summary of 

Kensey Johns House - #2 Third S t r e e t ) '  
Present  Owner of #10 Cla ra  Bacon 

Present  Owner of #12 Judge Richard S. Rodnex 

The p roper t i e s ,  #10 and #12 Third S t r e e t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of  

tne  m b r o s e  Backer land on Third S t r e e t  t h a t  Backer's h e i r s  so ld  

1 t o  Adam Hay, include an o r i g ina l  l o t  of 30' more o r  l e s s ,  bounded 

south by an a l l e y  9 '  wide between t h i s  p l o t  and t he  "Dorsey housen 

s i t e ,  #8,  t o  the  south. The f r o n t  width of t he  l o t  began a t  a  

poin t  38' south of t h e  south l i n e  of Nathaniel S i l ~ b e e ' 6  a l l e y  

and extended according t o  t he  first deed of s a l e ,  30' south along 

t h e  s t r e e t  and 169' deep between t h e  Green and Beaver S t r e e t  

(Third and Fourth s t r e e t s ) .  In  1709 when Adam Hay so ld  t h i s  "30 

w f oo t a  l o t  t o  Samuel S i l sbee ,  carpenter ,  t h e r e  was no a l l e y  between 

t he  s i t e s  of #16 and #18 t o  measure from; t he  south  l i n e  of t he  . 
l a t t e r  a l l e y  had been es tab l i shed  however, a s  t he  south l i n e  of a  

60' p l o t  so ld  by Ambrose Backer t o  Marten Eartenson ( see  summary 

of #18) and l a t e r  bought by Adam Hay; and a s  t he  nor th  l i n e  of  a 

25' l o t  sold by Adam Hay t o  Jonathan Savage i n  1708 ( s ee  summary 

of #16) . 
Samuel S i l sbee ,  carpenter ,  l i v e d  on t h e  west s i d e  of Fourth 

S t r e e t ,  nor th  of the  Bmstel House, behind the  l o t  he bought i n  

1709 on Third S t r e e t .  He was t he  f a t h e r  of Nathaniel  S i l sbee ,  

br icklayer ,  who l a t e r  bought t he  s i t e  of #18 and #20 Third S t r e e t  

and crea ted  % i l s b e e l s  Alleyn a s  a  right-of-way f o r  the  publ ic  

a/ forever  between Third and Fourth S t r e e t s .  Samuel S i l sbee ,  the  
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ca rpen te r  (who i s  o f t e n  confused with a l a t e r  Samuel S i l s b e e  who 

d ied  i n  1751) d ied  i n  1714 and by h i s  w i l l  l e f t  t h e  Thi rd  S t r e e t  

p roper ty  t o  h i s  wife E l i z a b e t h  and h i s  two c h i l d r e n  Nathaniel ,  a 

b r i c k l a y e r ,  who marr ied J u d i t h  Jacque t  ( s i s t e r  of P e t e r ) ,  and ~ a r y '  

who marr ied P h i l i p  J a n v i e r .  I n  1754, t h e i r  mother being dead, 

Kathaniel  and Mary made a d i v i s i o n  of t h e i r  j o i n t l y  i n h e r i t e d  prop- 

e r t y  by which Mary S i l s b e e  Janv ie r  became s o l e  o m e r  of t h e  prop- 

e r t y  on Third S t r e e t .  

Mary S i l s b e e  J a n v i e r ,  i n  1769, f o r  11 pounds, s o l d  . t h e  30' 

l o t  on t h e  s i t e  of #10 and #12 t o  Daniel  McLonen (yeoman, inn-  

keeper ,  gentleman),  who, s i n c e  1 7 5 1  had owned t h e  ad jo in ing  prop- 
'& e r t y t o  t h e n o r t h  ( t h e  J u d g e R l c h a r d S . R o d n e y p r o p e r t y ) .  How 

I 

I e a r l y  a house was on the  s i t e  o f  #12 cannot be determined with 
I 

c e r t a i n t y  bu t  i n  1784 Daniel  McLonen s o l d  house and l o t  t o  Richard 

Sorce  (Sauce) shopkeeper .of White Clay Creek Hundred f o r  80 pounds. 

The house was undoubtedly t h e  house now ad joining Judge Rodney's 

house. This house, #12, i n  s p i t e  of  i ts  mod i f i ca t ions ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

of t h e  f r o n t  a long t h e  s t r e e t ,  r e t a i n s  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  some of 

i t s  e a r l y  f ea tu re s .  The da t e  it  was b u i l t  by Daniel McLonen was 

probably soon a f t e r  1769. This  small house i s  no t  shown on t h e  

1804 survey map and t h e  p ropor t ions  o r  s c a l e  of t h e  l o t s  and a l l e y  

on t h a t  map a r e  f a r  o f f  those  o f  t h e  deeds. The o f f s e t  f o r  t h e  a l l e y  

i n  t h e  ad jo in ing  proper ty  t o  t h e  south  g iven  i n  a l l  t h e  deeds a s  9 ' ,  

-0 i s  on t h i s  map equal  t o  h a l f  of  t h e  contemporary 26' house t o  t h e  

south. 



The p rope r ty  s i t e  of #10 and # I 2  was bought i n  1788 by Joseph 

- 
Boggs, who the  next  year  bought t h e  a d j o i n i n g  house and l o t  t o  the 

sou th ,  #8. Both these  p r o p e r t i e s  a s  p a r t s  of Joseph Boggsl e s t a t e ,  

were s o l d  by t h e  s h e r i f f  i n  1792 t o  Kensey Johns S r .  who then  owned 

t h e  ad jo in ing  corner  p roper ty  a t  Thi rd  and Delaware S t r e e t s .  Two 

yea r s  l a t e r  Kensey Johns s o l d  t h e  s i t e  of  #10 and #12 (a long wi th  

t he  s i t e  of #8 t o  t h e  sou th )  t o  i l i cho las  Van Eyke, t h e  younger, 

(who was U. S. Sena to r  1817-26).  ~ ~ i c h o l a s  Van Dyke i n  1799 s o l d  
+/o t" *?- 

t h e  p rope r ty f to  two New C a s t l e  c a r p e n t e r s  and b u i l d e r s ,  vacob 

Colesber ry  and Jeremiah Bowman f o r  $480. These men i n  1800 s o l d  

house and l o t  t o  Chr i s tophe r  Zinmernan. ~ izmerman '  s occupa t ion  

prev ious  t o  1811 h a s  n o t  been bound. I n  tha t  year  he was appointed 

t o l l  keeper a t  t h e  new t o l l  house,  Delaware and Union S t r e e t s  a t  

$150 pe r  year.  The New C a s t l e  & Frenchtown Turnpike was opera ted  
\ ,'- 

by the New C a s t l e  Turnpike Co. - c h a r t e r  January 1811. He was 

r e l a t e d  t o  John Zimmerman, who between 1808 and 1811 b u i l t  t h e  

two- story frame house and shop which preceded t h e  b r i c k  Chase 

house a t  126 Delaware S t r e e t . )  

Immediately fo l lowing  h i s  purchase ,  Chr i s topher  Zimmerman --- & 3 7 '4 "0 

div ided  t h e  30' l o t  w " - - = i a h d m h m &  

-f-c"-A- The n o r t h  p a r t  with the b r i c k  house 

which he kep t  f o r  h imse l f ,  l a t e r  measured 18'-10".  The s o u t h  p a r t ,  

Zirnrnerman s o l d  i n  J u l y  1800 t o  Ann M i l l e r ,  widow, measuring 18 ' -6"  

on Third  S t r e e t  and extending back with  an o f f s e t  halfway of i t s  

depth - t o  Four th  S t r e e t ,  and a d j o i n i n g  h e r  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  sou th  

C 
of t h e  former a l l e y  which d iv ided  h e r  house from t h i s  newly purchased 
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garden l o t  (now the  s i t e  of #10 Third S t r e e t ) .  There l a  no ev i -  

dance i n  any records found t h a t  any building had ever been on the  

s i t e  of #10 previous t o  purchase by Mrs. Ann Mil ler  nor f o r  many 

years afterward. 

Christopher Zlmmerman o r  h i s  h e i r s  seem t o  have remained i n  

poseeersion of t he  property now # l ~ ,  u n t i l  i t  became the  property of 

Oeorge Read 3rd. George Read 3rd, i n  1810, married Louisa, the 

daughter of Ann Doreey who owned #8 and #lo.  Read and h i s  r i f e ,  I 

Louisa Dorsey muet have acquired t h e  property now #12 from Chris to-  

pher Zimmermn o r  h i s  e s t a t e ,  before 1816; a deed f o r  the  adjoin-  

e- ing property t o  t he  north i n  t h a t  year (#14-16) gives George Read Bsq, 

as the  owner of #12. 

In 1839, a judgment was secured i n  t h e  cour t  aga ins t  George Read 4th  

as edministrator  of t h e  e s t e t e  of George Read 3rd who died i n  1837, ae 

the r e s u l t  of which the  s h e r i f f  sold #12 and #10 together  t o  ~ e o r g e  8. 

Rodney. The ae l e  i s  recorded i n  1844. The description of the prop- 

e r t y  i n  t h i s  deed give8 t he  same bounds and dlmenslons as appl ied  t o  

the  undivided house and l o t  when owned by Christopher Zimmerman, 

George B. Rodney l e f t  t h e  property t o  h2a daughter Louise sub jec t  t o  

a l i f e  i n t e r e s t  of her  mother. 


