
River  S i d e  of  S t r and  Between Delaware 
and Harmony S t r e e t s  

#9, #13, #15 t h e  S t r and  
, .- 

Or ig ina l  P l o t  B-3. #9 now t h e  p r o p e r t y  ' 
and dwel l ing  of h a ~ - * o g e ~ s ;  #13 now 
t h e  p rope r ty  of  Richard M. Appleby; #15 n o r  

t h e  ~ r g ~ e r t y  of Judge Richard S, Rodnev 

The Dutch Commissary, Foppe Jansen Outhout, who se rved  t h e  

expedi t ion  of  D i r e c t o r  S tuyvesan t  when he came t o  t a k e  t h e  s e t t l e -  

ments on t h e  Delaware from t h e  Swedes i n  1655, remained a t  Mew 

C a s t l e  as a t a v e r n  keeper .  The Commissary was then  only 23 y e a r s  

o l d ,  bu t  he r ece ived  s e v e r a l  cho ice  s i t e s  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  

Strand.  One of t hese  comprised t h e  s i t e s  of  t h e  McIn t i re  garden 

and t h e  Morrison house, k10 and #14. 

a Another s i t e  was where t h e  Read house s t a n d s  and t h e  t h i r d  

was on t h e  S t r a n d  above Harmony S t r e e t .  Jansen  soon d i sposed  of 

t h e  lower  s i t e  t o  Jacob Vandever, as "house and garden." Vandever 

s o l d  t o  Thomas S n e l l i n g ,  S n e l l i n g  t o  John Henry, and from Henry 

and h i s  widow, J u s t a  Andries ,  ano the r  Dutch innkeeper secured  

possess ion  of t h e  whole p l o t ,  66 '04"  wide, i n  1777. Andries  s o i d  

t o  a t h i r d  innkeeper ,  Ralph Hutchinson and Hutchinson t o  t h e  

inkeeper  John Darby. Hutchinson and Darby seem n o t  t o  have p a i d  

t h e  mortgages t o  Andries,  who had t h e  p r o p e r t y  back i n  1685, 

when he div ided  it, s e l l i n g  t h e  s o u t h  33' w i t h  a small house on 

it t o  Der r ick  Vandenburg, a maeon from New York, and t h e  n o r t h  

p a r t  with t h e  inn  t o  John White of New C a s t l e ,  prominent i n  

p u b l i c  l i f e  ( s e e  Summary of 0-3 t h e  S t r a n d ) .  



The foregoing were t h e  men who with t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  doubt- 

l e s s  used t h e  f r o n t  l o t  on t h e  water i n  connect ion with the  t a v -  

e rn  and o t h e r  bus iness ,  and f o r  ba th ing  and r e c r e a t i o n .  The 

water came t o  wi th in  70' of  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  two houses. 

Jacob Vandever, a p l a n t e r  and t r a d e r  whose c h i e f  a c t i v i t i e s  were 

near  t h e  C h r i s t i n a  and on the  Brandywine, owned a p l o t  above Har- 

mony S t r e e t  a l s o .  The occupat ions  of S n e l l i n g  and Henry have n o t  

been found but they  owned p l a n t a t i o n s .  

George Hogg, cordwainer,  acquired t h e  sou th  h a l f  of t h e  p l o t  

with a house on i t  i n  1689, and t h e  n o r t h  half with  t h e  t ave rn  and 

dwel l ing from John White's h e i r s  i n  1695. I n  1701 he r ece ived  a 

l e g a l  g r a n t  from William Penn f o r  t h e  bank l o t  oppos i t e ,  66 '04"  

wide by 600' deep. Whether t h e  shoemaker f u l f i l l e d  t h e  r e q u i r e -  

ment of  each g ran tee  t h a t  he bu i ld  a wharf w i th in  seven y e a r s  does 

no t  appear from the  record.  

I n  1715, George Hogg s o l d  t o  Corne l ius  VanGezell, b r o t h e r  of 

John,  t h e  south p a r t  o f  h i s  bank l o t ,  approximately 25' wide by 

70' deep, f o r  70 pounds, a p r i c e  i n d i c a t i n g  a t  t h e  time t h a t  i t  

contained dwel l ing house o r  wharf o r  both. Following t h e  dea th  o f  

Corne l ius ,  two yea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  mother o f  John and C o r n e l . 1 ~ ~  ( t h e  

widow, Gertrude ~ a n ~ e z e l l ) ,  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p l o t  wi th  a dwel l ing 

1 house i n  which s h e  l i v e d .  Mrs. Gertrude VanOezel l ls  daughter  



Cather ine ,  s i s t e r  of John and Corne l ius ,  became t h e  second wife 

of t h e  Reverend Ge.\rge Ross of Immanuel Church, about  1728. Her 

granddaughter,  Gertrude Ross, daughter  o f  Ca the r ine ,  marr ied 

George Read t h e  S igner .  Her g rea t- granddaughter  ldary Thompson 

(6aughte r  of  Ca ther ine  Ross and,  who marr ied Cap ta in  \ T i l l i a m  

Thompson) became t h e  wi fe  o f  George Read 2nd. 

I n  1730 Gert rude VanGezell so ld  t o  George Ross f o r  100  pounds, 

t h e  house and l o t  with an a l l e y *  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  it between 

t h i s  p rope r ty  and " t h e  shop and ground o f  Thomas J a n v i e r  J r . 9 0 -  

g e t h e r  with a l l ' h o u s e s ,  wharfs,  ways, e t c .  The house and l o t  re-  

~ca ined  i n  t h e  Ross fami ly  u n t i l  1788, when George Ross Znd, grand- 

son of Ger t rude VanGezell, s o l d  i t  t o  Jacob  Webb. Jacob  Webb's 

daughter ,  "Anna Bond" ana her husband, Joseph Way, s o l d  t h e  

p rope r ty  t o  Henry Rowan, blacksmith ,  i n  1805. 

I n  1821, t h e  p rope r ty ,  then belonging t o  W i l l i a m  S. Davis,  

was s o l d  by t h e  s h e r i f f  t o  Jeremiah Bowman, c a r p e n t e r  and b u i l d e r  

f o r  $225, s t i l l  having on it a frame house. Two y e a r s  l a t e r  Bow- 

man acqui red  a d j o i n i n g  l o t s  t o  the  n o r t h  a l s o  w i th  frame houses. 

James Riddle  was  owm man's neighbor ,  ad jo in ing  t o  t h e  sou th ,  Be- 

h ind  h i s  frame houses near  t h e i r  wharves a t  t h e  r i v e r  s i d e ,  Bow- 

man who was a 1u:rlber merchant a s  wel l  as c a r p e n t e r  and b u i l d e r ,  

had h i s  lumber yard,  Hidstock p i l e s  of  lumber f e d  the f lames  

*In 1788, t h e  a l l e y  is desc r ibed  as 1 6 '  wide. 
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of t h e  g r e a t  f i r e  t h a t  s t a r t e d  i n  t he  s t a b l e  on James R i d d l e ' s  

p roper ty  i n  1824. Jeremiah Bowman l o s t  t h e  t h r e e  frame houses:  

#9, $13 and #15, t o g e t h e r  wi th  h i s  shop and o t h e r  bu i ld ines .  

Soon a f t e r  t h e  f i r e ,  Bowman r e b u i l t  t he  t h r e e  houses of 

b r i ck .  D i s p o s i t i o n  o f  #9 by Bowman h a s  no t  y e t  been found i n  

t h i s  s ea rch ,  but i t  may probably be found i n  t he  Orphan's Court 

r eco rds  a t  Dover as h i s  e s t a t e  was s e t t l e d  by a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of 

t h a t  cou r t .  

Before  1890 Thomas Turner owned #9 and before  1911, Turner 

s o l d  t o  Paul ine  H. Rogers,  Mrs. Edmund Rogers t h e  p r e s e n t  owner. 

$13 and #15 t h e  Strm 

When George Hogg d i e d  i n  1721, h i s  w i l l  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  

n o r t h  p a r t  of h i s  bank l o t  be s o l d  t o  pay a deb t  owed by h i s  son 

George Jr .  A t  tha t  t ime t h e  s i t e  of  #13 and #15 was an undivided 

p l o t  35' wide. The nex t  owner found of  t h i s  p l o t  i s  Thomas Jan- 

v i e r  2nd who had a shop on it  i n  1730, and who owned a l s o  t h e  l o t  

ad jo in ing  t o  t h e  no r th .  I n  1748, Richard  McWilliam Sr .  owned "a 

house and l o t  with a wharf and s t o r e "  on t h i s  s i t e .  I n  1753 he  

bought t h e  s i t e  o f  . the Morrison house oppos i t e ,  t h e  o l d  t a v e r n  o f  

J u s t a  Andries ,  bu t  kep t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  on ly  u n t i l  1759, when he 

s o l d  it t o  a r e l a t i v e .  The bank l o t  o p p o s i t e  was i n  h is  posses s ion  

when he d ied .  The undivided l o t  wl th  dwel l ing  house,  o t h e r  b u i l d-  
w i n g s  and wharf was i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  two sons  Richard  Jr. and 
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Stephen; Stephen d i ed  1784 l e a v i n g  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  

Richard,  who d i ez  1786. 

The Orphan's Court  au tho r i zed  t h e  execu to r s  of Richard McYil- 

l i a m  Jr, ,  h i s  wife ,  Rebecca VanLeuvenigh McWilliam, I s a a c  Granthan 

and James Booth, t o  s e l l  t h e  proper ty ,  I n  1801 t h e y  s o l d  t o  Henry 

Rowan, b k c k s m i t h ,  who a t  t h a t  t ime  owned #9 a d j o i n i n g  s o u t h  with 

t h e  a l l e y  between.* By 1807 when Henry Rowan and h i s  wi fe  Mary, 

t raded  t h i s  S t r and  bank l o t  t o  W i l l i a m  Young f o r  Young's p l a n t a -  

t i o n  i n  New C a s t l e  Hundred, t h e  l o t  had "two frame dwel l ing  

houses" probably a double house,  b o t h  l e a s e d ,  one t o  David 

Morrison and t h e  o t h e r  t o  Chambers G a w ,  

The fol lowing yea r  W i l l i a m  Young s o l d  house and l o t  t o  John 

McCoy of New C a s t l e ,  a baker ,  f o r  $3,983.33. The l o t  was then  

desc r ibed  as 30' wide. Young bought it back i n  1811 from t h e  

s h e r i f f ,  who s e i z e d  it from him i n  1813, when it was bought as 

"a c e r t a i n  frame messuage and l o t n  by Thomas G, Cable. The 

s h e r i f f  aga in  s e i z e d  t h e  p rope r ty  i n  1822 from Cable ,  and s o l d  i t  

t o  P u r n e l l  Warrington i n  two p a r t s :  "No. 1: a l o t  wi th  a two- 

s t o r y  frame house and frame s t a b l e  thereon .  No. 2: a d j o i n i n g  

No. 1 and l a n d s  of Thomas J a n v i e r  with a frame house t h e r e o n e n  

This  deed shows t h a t  t h e  two- story house with stable,  was on t h e  

513 and #15 on t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o t  may have been one l a r g e  
house made i n t o  two houses  by Henry Rowan, The a l l e y  o r  d r i w  - 
way t o  t h e  wharf was t h e r e  i n  Joseph J a n v i e r l s  t ime.  u 



s i t e  o f  #13 next  t o  t h e  a l l e y ,  and t h e  o t h e r  a d j o i n i n g  i t  on t h e  

s i t e  of #15, next t o  Thomas Janv ie r  Jr. 

Barr ington had t h e  p rope r ty  on ly  a  y e a r ,  when it was bought 

by Jeremiah Bowman who then owned #9 on t h e  south.  A11  t h r e e  

of  owm man's houses having been des t royed  i n  t h e  f i r e  of 1824, he 

r e - b u i l t  #13 and #15 of b r i c k ,  and two y e a r s  l a t e r  s o l d  #13 t o  

Thomas J a n v i e r  f o r  $2,000. Thomas J a n v i e r  3rd l e f t  t h e  b r i c k  

house, #13 t o  h i s  daughter Jane,  who marr ied Joshua N.  Danforth 

of Alexandria ,  V i rg in i a .  The p rope r ty  was desc r ibed  as a  two- 

s t o r y  b r i c k  dwel l ing house on a  l o t  19-1/2' wide extending back 

76'. Joshua and Jane Danforth s o l d  t h e  proper ty  t o  Emily C. 

Schof ie ld  i n  1853 f o r  $1,800. The S c h o f i e l d s  were r e l a t e d  t o  

t h e  wife of Andrew C. Gray who was then l i v i n g  a t  #6 t h e  Strand.  

Andrew C. Gray, f a t h e r  of t h e  Delaware s ta tesman,  t h e  l a t e  

George Gray, married E l i z a b e t h  M. Schof i e ld  of Connect icut .  

I n  t h e  foregoing  and t h e  fo l lowing  exchanges, t h e  use of the 

10 '  a l l e y  between #9 and #13 i s  included.  Joseph Snavely,  nephew 

of t h e  Schof ie ld  s i s t e r s  who were t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  S c h o f i e l d  name 

t o  l i v e  i n  t h i s  two- story b r i c k  dwel l ing,  so ld ,  i n  1897, to Sarah  

A. Houseman f o r  $1,800, t h e  l o t  1 9 ' - 6 " w i d e ,  extending back 76' 

as i n  prev ious  deeds. Sarah Houseman's h e i r ,  Anna Housenan, s o l d  

t h e  same prope r ty  i n  1920 t o  N i l l i a m  and Frances Wright f o r  $3,300. 

I n  1928, Thomas McSweeney and h i s  wife pa id  Frances ,  widow o f  W i l -  

L liam Wright, $6,200 f o r  house and l o t ,  same d e e c r i p t i o n  as g iven  
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i n  p rev ious  deeds. Subsequent owners were Edward aormley 1931, 

and t h e  p r e s e n t  owner, Rlcherd M. Appleby, who acqui red  i t  i n  

1938. 

815 t h e  S t r u  

This p rope r ty  ad jo in ing  #13 on t h e  n o r t h  with a p a r t y  wa l l ,  

e i t h e r  remained I n  t h e  possess ion  of Jeremiah Bowman o r  was a g a i n  

acqui red  by him before  h i s  death .  I n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of h i s  e s -  

t a te  the proper ty  f i n a l l y  cane i n t o  posses s ion  of Kill lam Myers. 

I n  1915 Myers s o l d '  it t o  lflolston Brom f o r  $1,800, t h e  house and 

an i r r e g u l a r  shaped l o t ,  76' deep a long t h e  l i n e  of #13, then  ex- 

1 tending behind #13 t o  t h e  10 '  a l l e y ,  then  524' 6.e. t o  t h e  r i v e r  

(channe l ) ,  then a c r o s s  t h e  back a t  channel s i t e ,  36' t o  t h e  prop- 

e r t y  of Thomas J a n v i e r ,  new. 600' t o  t h e  S t r a n d  and 16'-6" t o  t h e  

p l ace  of beginning. The 16-1/2 f o o t  house had p a r t y  walls on bo th  

s i d e s  on t h e  S t r a n d  f r o n t .  

From Brown, t h e  E q u i t a b l e  T r u s t  Company, and James Myers t h e  

p rope r ty  was conveyed i n  1916 t o  Leighton Dorsey and by him t o  

Frances P o r t e r  i n  1922. I n  t h e  deed f o r  t h i s  t r a n s f e r  the prop- 

e r t y  is 600' deep on bo th  s i d e s ,  wi thout  t h e  ex tens ion  behind 

#13, and is 16- l /g l  wide back and f r o n t .  A subsequent owner 

was t h e  l a t e  Mrs. Louise  Rodney Holcomb, s i s t e r  o f  Judge R icha rd  

S. Rodney, t h e  p r e s e n t  owner. 


