
Southweat Corns r  of S t r a n d  and Iiarmony 
S i x t y  Foot  P l o t ,  O r i g i n a l  ;!umber Twelve 

I - ~ ~ a n u e l  Church r'yr i sh Iiaus G snd  Two 
d d j o i n l n a  Hcuse:; t o  t h e  Scu th .  

- 
Asr ly  i n  t h e  i ing l i sh  p e r i a a ,  Gerric;,: B i b e r t s e n  is  l i s t e d  by 

t h e  Duke of 'Cork's ~avornnent anon, ths  " r e ~ p o n s i b l e  house k e e ~ g r s  

and t h e i r  f n x i l i e s N  a t  KEY! Z z s t l e ,  l l b e r t s e n ' s  c l a i m  i n  1675 t o  

some n i l 1  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  hsd  been  ranted t o  him by t h e  Diltch-dep- 

u t g ,  \Yillim Beekman, p o i n t s  t o  his Dutch c i t i z e n s h i p  b e f o r e  t h e  

E n g l i s h  cane.  K O  c e r t a i n  p r ev ious  owner* of t h e  60- foo t  p l o t  ex-  

t s n d i n g  between t h e  s t r a n d  and t h e  Green bo rde r ing  Hcnnony S t r e e t  

w h a s  been found,  and t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d  found o f  A l b e r t s e n ' s  own- 

e r s h i p  i s  i n  t h a t  of John 3 o y e r ' s  purchase  o f  t h e  T i l e  house  s i t e  

a d j o i n i n g  i n  1678,  which c i t e s  t h i s  c o r n e r  p r o p e r t y  a s  be long ing  

t o  t h e  " h e i r s  o f  De r r i ck  S l b e r t s e n . "  A l b e r t s e n  owned o t h e r  prop-  

e r t y  i n  town and sur round ing  coun t ry ,  He was a j u s t i c e  of  t h e  

c o u r t  f o r  soze  y e a r s  and i n  1675 wrote t o  the m k e ' s  governor  a t  

iJew York, t h a t  h e  and John Moll v!ere t h e  o n l y  j u s t i c e s  t o  be r e -  

. l i e d  upon t o  fsrn 2 c o u r t  i n  Sod weather .  Hans Block "being 

a n c i e n t "  - Foppe J ansen  ( l i v i n g  on the  J e r s e y  s i d e )  " canns t  come 

over  rihen t h e r e  i s  i c e  I n  t h e  r i v e r , "  "Xr. Chew l i v i n g  s o  far as 

Appoquinimy" and now Mr. Moll !r:zs g b ~ u t  t o  go t o  Itlaryland "where 

h i s  b u s i n e s s  v i l l  keep him most p a r t  of  t h e  win te r ."  Hans S l cck  

and John 1,4011 s i g n  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  :.li.t;h A l b e r t s e n  i n  a n  a p p e a l  t o  

the governor  t o  name n o r e  j u s t i c e s  t o  complete t h e  bench and " t o  

There Is  some s l i g h t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  g i l l l i a m  lduur i t s  o r  ~hoaas 
ararn, whose daugh t e r  Maur i t s  a a r r i e d ,  m a y  have k ~ d  t h e  p l o t  in 1655. I 

I 



over  a ner: lay, '30011 ~ ; - : d  CG,EC -oaper books t o  keep  tie reci,.r:ir; 

i n  o r d e r ,  none be ing   re t o  be ~:,urc.kased. 11 

...= , . , re  a p ~ ~ i f i i - e i ? ,  'i;y t h e  sau;.t  - .sr-,:e J o i n t l ~ r  f;r +'ciz h i e i r s  2y.d Or' - 
. - -  - 

--I;ans of' 'fis3ti> ijeryi:;li . r l*zcr tsa i ;  ..?,rtifi i lc;:;e:n~:;t ,  The +....-. b il:-t i L S 3  

. . had a p a r t n e r s h i p ,  i l l  -, I #  l - $ , > t  , .i. L . s V  . G P + - { ~ T ~  A. _ t-; , is nit ;xei ; t i~net i  - ; L  ., A ~ A -  t . -  

. . , .  r' ' v o l - J ~ C .  hold i i lg  sorcf: ; ~ i - ~ ~ ~ g r t y  ;Is;nzi.,i. i n e  e s t a t e s  r r e  s3 'ct?gd 

nho j?ust have been s ~ i ;  of 2 e ~ r . i ~ ; ;  r i l b e r t s n ,  snd d b r a h ~ n  23-  

. . 
l o e s  rho  must have  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h ~  h e i r s  o f  - . : a r t i n  E o s e n ~ n t . ? ;  

u 
The ad? j in i s t r c t :~ : ' s  or' t h e  e s + s t e s  :;ere Sdrr:;~-lnG C=t r ; e l l ,  $9- 

nay hbve boueht  p e r t  3r 311 o f  t h e  :fihols !:lot f rom t n e  i l b e r t a e i l  

h e i r s ,  f o r  t h e  n e x t  c e r t a i n  07::ners 3f p a r t s  c f  i t  ur-,a h i s  son  

R o e l o f f  sild h i s  c i e - ~ ~ h ' i e r  hebezca. liieanw'nile, whe:~ Toseph 'Jood 

bought t h e  T i l e  house f rm the  d z u g h t e r s  o f  John Boyer i n  1735 ,  

t h i s  a d j o i n i n g  p l o t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  deeds  as " l a t e  ~f Adax 

B a l d r i d g e " ;  b u t  as a l l  t h e  indoxed r e c o r d s  of  S a l d r i d g e  p r o p e r t y  

s r e  c i t e d  as i n  Book 3. ~ h i c h  no l o n ~ e r  e x i s t s ,  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  c a n n o t  be t r a c e d .  i n  1708 ahen R o e l d f f  dsSaes  

a c q u i r e d  t h e  w a t e r l o t  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  S t r a n d ,  deHaes 

owned t h i s  p l o t ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e  S t r a n d  end o f  it,  60 '  n i d e ,  s o  

La S a l d r i d g e  may h ~ v e  bocn h i s  t e n a n t .  

* For Bosrmont i n  Pew C a s t l e ,  s s e  Sunmary of Colby house  h i s t o r y ,  
#110 >e laware  S t r e e t .  



Ir. 1722,  t h e  i!ho:-~se and l o t " ,  b e l a n g i n c  t3 t k s   stst st,^; of  

the s t r a ; ? d ,  611 i s  z l lo~ ; ; ed  evesdyop of t h e  T i l e  2 3 2 ~ 5 ,  i : '~zrL  

- 
o;.ned by 2r. - ? . t r i c k  Z e i l l y ,  and  on  ' iarnony Ltre-- . t  t n e  4-' d e p t h  

t s i res  t h e  p l o t  beck l i p s  10"  past t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Co l .  J o h n  F r e n c k ' s  
7 - 

l i t t l e  b r i c : ~  hoitse . I t  br. R e i l i y  had  bouzh t  52 '  on Yarmony S t r e e t  

a t  t h e  Xarke t  P l a c e  end froin 3 e b e c c a  deHaes a u r n e y ,  R o e l o f f l s  
- - 

b. s i s t e r ,  i n  1716.  T h i s  l e f t  a s t r e t c h  of e round on ~ a r n o n y  S t r e e t  
- 

between Col .  3hn ;I;Irefichls l i t t l e  b r i c k  house arid D r .  R s i l B y l s  

c o r n e r  p l o t  on Second S t r e e t ,  a l l  o r  n o s t  of  v;hich m y  have been  

a c q u i r e d  by S o l .  French  when h e  s e t t l e d  t h e  R o e l o f f  dskiaes e s t a t e ;  
- - 

f o r  h i s  nidow l a t e r  oened much o t  i t .  See  karnony S t r e e t  s u z m r y .  

George I;onro, who a c q u i r e d  t h e  S t r a n d  p l ~ t  i n  1726 was a ne- 

t i v e  of  3 c o t l a n d .  ?ihen h e  n o r t g a g e d  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i n  

1727 ( t h e  R o e l o f f  deHaes house " w i t h  2 o r c h  and e n t r y "  on t h e  c o r -  

n e r  25 ' ) ,  th9  deed  g i v e s  h i s  wi fe  as "? : a rga re t l ' .  S c h a r f l s  h i s t o r y  

s a y s  George i.!onro m a r r i e d  Lydia  Hall ,  n e i c e  o f  Co l .  David %dl, 

t h e  R e v o l l ~ t i o n a r y  h e r o ,  and l a t e r  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The 

b i r t h  o f  h i s  son ,  D r .  George i ionro, p rominen t  Delalvare p h y s i c i a n  

6- (who m e r r i e d  J e m i s a ,  d a u g h t e r  o f t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r  Co l .  John 

H a s l e t ) ,  i s  s a i d  t o  have  been  1760.  George IIonro, who owned t h e  



- . - sent. tzeorge Lr .  cna ; -me5 c ls r .eG ,,;-er t o  t l i e i r  s i s t e r  s n d  brot'~:- 

l a t e r  bought l z n d  on Karmony ;:re$% e x t e n c i n g  t h e  4:;' d e p t h  o f  t h e  

5134; on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  c r o p e r t y  t o  9 2 ' ,  and b o u ~ h t  2ls3 " 

t h e  S t r r n d  c o n t a i n i n g  a 'nc\ilse kng;.n 7,s t h e  " F e r r y  holies",  and a 
w 

r h a r f .  T h i s  a a t e r  l o t  c r i ~ i n - l l y  b s l a n p i n g  t o  Koe io f f  d e s a e s  

- had been botlght by D r .  n e i l l y  or" t h e  T i l e  house  i n  1718,  

Tha t  D r .  James Z;cGallmont b ~ i l t  t h e  x h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  house ,  
- r 

now k56, b e f o r e  ne snd  h i s  ~ i P e  1 . s ry  had t i t l e  to t h e  l a n d  i s  n o t  

;roved by document found 3 u t  r e l z v e n t  d ~ t a  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  George 

Lionro S r .  may have  permi t tec i  h i s  d . m g h t e r  lfary and h e r  husband 

t o  b u i l d  h e r e  l i i th t h e  unders t a? t l ing  t h a t  t h e y  would i n h e r i t  t h e  

ground.  D r .  James i.:cCallmont, i n  t u r n  mast  havo p e r n i t t e d  h i s  S ~ S -  

t e r  Susanna  end h e r  h u s b ~ n d  Cia??es T h o ~ s s  S r .  t o  b u i l d  on t h e  c o r -  

n e r  23' o f  t h i s  S t r e n d  :> lo t  b e f o r c  t h e y  or~ned i t ,  f o r  t h a t  house  

i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  been b u i l t   bout 1801, at t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h e  

Read house ,  andby t h e  sane b u i l d e r ,  F e t e r  Crowding, In  b o t h  c a s e s  

t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  the houses  nny  i?r.ve besun tit t h e  t i m e  o f  a sale, 



XDt t~ be rcworued u n t i l  t;yc 7r.s l .er ty  was p d i d  f 'or.  The deed 
,. . - 7  fro..: ;r. ;L,, .z=. . . c u ~ : l .  q', 511~5 ' l i s  ~ e c v n d  ;.:ire -rrtha (,.:c::uliin) 

fzr thz c o r n e r  y y ~ r t ,  : t j ~  rec"rcieii i n  1812. The pro-zer ty  t h e n  

:cnveyeL t a  L h ~ r l e s  TI.~a;;c,s l dss  23 '  on t h e  S t r a n d ,  v:ici;ning t a  27'  

lqm " '., o-r' the f r m e  ;hc; n e x t  door  ~n t h e  u t r a n c ,  ~ n a  extencint ;  i r ,  

- - 
d e p t 5  2 l o ~ g  L-arzony S t r e e t ,  1 4 0 ' .  The h o u ~ e  t h e n  on t h i s  s i t e ,  t h e  

f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  p r c a c n t  I u a n - ~ r l  Church F z r i s h  houae,  lA1ss b u i l t  

as a h o t e l  by C h s r l a s  Tl'o!~as -;.r. i J r .  L a u s s a t  Rogers  b e l i e v e s  

Yron e x a r n i ~ a t i ~ n  of t h e  )::ils that; t h e  o l d  b r i c k  houae  vialls of 

5 e o r g s  : :onro's t i n e  viere u s e d  as p a r t  o f  t h e  nez house  o f  1801.  

; ihe ther  t h e  l i t t l e  b r i c k  house  o f  Col .  French  was i n c o r p o r a t e a  i n  

w2 t h e  back p a r t  o f  t h e  house  r emains  t o  be  de te rmined .  

Z l e v a t i o n s  on t h e  1 5 0 4  s -mvey shov~ t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h s r e  on 

t k e   rigi in el FC'  p l o t ,  as t h e  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  house  of D r .  Xc- 

C a l l r o n t  3 1 t h  a  p a r t y  v;all b e t v ~ e e n  it and t h e  T i l e  house  t o  t h e  

s 3 u t k ;  t h e  " f rame shop"  ment loned  i n  t h e  d e e d s  2s p a r t  o f  t h e  Mc- 

C a l l ~ o n t  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and t h e  v e r y  t a l l  h o t e l  b u i l d i n g  

o f  C h a r l e s  Thomas on t h e  c o r n e r .  

J u s t  y;hen t h e  f r a n e  shop  was r enoved  and r e p l a c e d  by  t h e  

 resent t h r e e  s t o n y  b r i c k  house ,  #58, i s  u n c e r t a i n .  D r .  James 

f ' :cCzllxont d i e d  i n t e s t a t e  i n  1824.  Three  y e a r s  l a t e r  the  b r i c k  

house ,  #56,  1 ~ 4 t h  t h e  f r s m e  shop a d j o i n i n g ,  and  t h e  water  l o t  op- 

p o s i t e  with i t s  " ~ h a r f  and s t o r e h o u s e"  were bough t  by D r .  James 
L' 

Cooper a t  p u b l i c  r a l e ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  b idder ,  from Ann and Sarah Mc- 

Csl l rnont ,  t h e  c a ~ g h t e r s  of D r .  Janes VcCal lnon t .  D r .  Cooper  p a i d  



570 pounds f o r  t h e  houceand ~ 3 0 1 9  \v,ll;h i t s  r;rou~!a r x d  o i l t b u i l d i n g s  

and 600 pouncis f o r  t h e  r ; v c r  I c t  o = p o e i t e .  111 18F.3 Sr,  :saper 

s o l d  the p r a y a r t y  br,c;r -to Gd3rge l v L c J c l l ~ o n t ,  v ; h ~  r -J . s t  h 3 v e  been 

r e l z t e d  t o  t h e  h e i r s .  (3r. Ja-:es 1 ~ : c ~ z l l z . o n t ' s  , 'z! i l ly  n o t  y e t  

f u l l y  t r a c e d  i n  t h i s  sezrz';: .) 

I n  1853, t h e  house er.d z h ~ ~ ,  $ 5 6 ,  lf58, r e r e  s o l d  by George 
-v . - 

F i n l e y  LIcCallmont t o  I s s a c  ;;rig,'rlt. That  s"ur,e year l s a a c  i i r i g h t  

s o l d  t o  John ':;right t h a  s i t e  of  $56 f o r  $400. The p l o t  remained 

i n  t h e  ' i ir ight f a m i l y  by bequest a r  s a l e  u n t i l  Zanuel '!.right s o l d  

#58, a b o u t  1880 o r  e a r l i e r ,  as a t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  house ,  t o  J o-  

seph  King. A conveyance between rrtembers o f  t h e  r i g h t  fcdmily i n  
d 

1861 nas f o r  $1,000,  a t  which t ime t h e  p r e s e n t  hause nay have b e e n  

on t h e  l o t .  The King fa in i ly  had the p r o p e r t y  u n t i l  1907 kvhen it 

% .  

s o l d  t o  John  H. B a m e r s  f o r  $1,200. I n  1918,  i t  s o l d  f o r  

$1,900 t o  Thomas A. Rees and i s  s t i l l  o m e d  i n  t h e  Rees name by 

L111$y and F r a n c e s  flees.  

The bicCallmont h o u s e ,  #56,  a f t e r  p a s s i n g  from t h e  iv r igh t  

f a m i l y ,  be longed t o . L o u i s  Cuncan. The s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y  of  the 

house  h a s  n o t  y e t  been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t r a c e d .  . P : ' "  
) .  , ' . . , L < .  Lt 

3 ~ , . (, :, I 

The C h a r l e s  Thomas house on t h e  c o r n e r  descsnded  t h r o u g h  the 

Thomas h e i r s  t o  Xi l l i a rz  Thompson Read,  son  o f  George Read XI. W i l -  

liam T. Read m a r r i e d  S a l l i e  L a t i n e r  Thomas, d a u g h t e r  o f  D r .  16111- 

\Iv llam Thomas (?) .  A f t e r  i'iilliam T. R e a d ' s  d e a t h  i n  1873 ,  t h e  house 

cane i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f   hi^ w i f e ' s  n i e c e ,  Kiss E l i z a  Thomas, 

who left it t o  Imnanuel Church. 



-7 - 
(0- 12,  c o n t i n u e d )  

L 

The s e s r c h  fcr t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h o s e  t h r e e  h o m e s ,  #56,  #57 

2nd $58 The S t r z n c ,  h a c  been c o a p l e t e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it i s  

a p p a r e n t  t h a t  ?53 ( ~ h z  Thomas House)  znd #56 a r e  v e r y  e a r l y  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  houses .  The Thomas house i n  i t s  good s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

needs t7erqT l i t t l e  done t o  i t .  Tine  hcs n o t  been s o  k ind  t o  i 5 6  as 

i ts  facEde i:as been s t ~ c c o e c i ;  l a t e r  f r a x e s  ~ n d  s a s h  have  been added 

and t h e  zrrer:;ezznt of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  1::indows and 2oor a r e  knol:rl 

t o  have been ckznged. F d r t h e r  s t u d y  a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o u l d  d e v e l o p  

an  a u t h e n t i c  2nd i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c a d e  v h i c h  : -~oula  add v e r y  much t o  

t h e  charm and d i g n i t y  of t h e  S t r a n d .  #57, o b v i o u s l y  l a t e r ,  is  n o t  

endowed n i t h  zny p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  b u t  i n  its p r e s e n t  s imple  

-U i i n e s  does n o t  d i s t u r b  t h e  harmony of t h e  s t r e e t  enough t o  j u s t i f y  

i t s  removal. The f rame  shop shown on t h e  1 8 0 3  s u r v e y  as b e i n g  on 

t h e  s i t e  o f  $57 is  a more i n t e r e s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  and with more re-  

search this migh t  l e a d  t o  an i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s t o r a t i o n .  


