
THE STRANG 

Read House P r o p e r t y  now owned by 
P h i l i p  L a i r d ,  #42 The S t r a n d  

Comprises O r i g i n a l  P l o t s  - 8 and 9 and p a r t s  
of  O r i ~ i n a l  P l o t s  - 7 and 1 0  - 

( S e e  Photo  #22) 

The major  p a r t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  P h i l i p  L a i r d  p r o p e r t y  e x t e n d i n g  

178 f e e t  a l o n g  t h e  S t r a n d  is on t h e  s i t e  o f  tno  o r i g i n a l  p l o t s  of 

60 '  each  vihich l a y  between t h e  p l o t  of  J a n  d n d r u s s e n  ( O r i g i n a l  7 )  

on t h e  s o u t h ,  and t h e  p l o t  of  S i l l i a m  b i a u r i t s  ( O r i g i n e l  1 0 )  on t h e  

n o r t h .  The p r e s e n t  p l o t  comprises  ic a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  1 2 0 '  

a 1 9 '  s t r i p  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l o t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and a 39' s t r i p  of 

t h e  p l o t  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  Of t h e  two c e n t r a l  p l o t s ,  O r i g i n a l  8 and 

O r i g i n a l  9, 0-8 belonged t o  t h e  Englishman S inon  Lane znd 0-9 t o  

t h e  Dutch t a v e r n- k e e p e r  Foppe J a n s e n  Outhout.  

I s a a c  Tayne (Tyne, T ine ,  a l s  ~ a ~ i e r ) ,  o f  French o r i g i n ,  b u t  

a Dutch c i t i z e n  a t  F o r t  C a s i m i r  a i t h  P e t e r  S t u y v e s a n t  i n  1655,  s e -  

cured  from S t u y v e s a n t  t h e  g r a n t  of a  l o t  m i t h i n  t h i s  1 2 0  f e e t  a t  

t h a t  t ime.  By 1662,  h e  had a c q u i r e d  by p u r c h a s e  t h e  whole o f  t h e  

120 '  by 300' p l o t  between t h e  S t r a n d  and t h e  l i a r k e t  r ' l ace .  I n  t h e  

c o l o n i a l  r e c o r d s  f o r  1672,  mention i s  made of a  c o n t r o v e r s y  t h a t  

h a s  been "going on f o r  t o o  long"  between I s a a c  Tayne and Foppe 

J a n s e n .  I t  is o r d e r e d  .by t h e  governor  t o  be revierved b e f o r e  Cap- 

t a i n  John C a r r ,  and s e t t l e d .  Yo d e t a i l s  a r e  g i v e n ,  b u t  t h e  con- 

t r o v e r s y  nay have  been over  s e t t l e m e n t  of Tayne 's  purchase  o f  

Foppe J a n s e n ' s  p a r t  o f  t h e  S t r a n d  p l o t .  

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  I s a a c  Tayne, h i s  s o n ,  I s a a c  Tayne Jr . ,  i n  

a n  agreement o f  1677 i ~ i t h  t h e  o t h e r  Tayne h e i r s  c o n c s r n i n g  I s a a c  
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Tayne S r . ' s  p rope r ty ,  gave t o  D r .  John DesJardains ,  t h e  house on 

t h e  n o r t h  30 f e e t  of t h i s  S t r and  p rope r ty  t oge the r  wi th  t he  l o t .  

Tayne Jr .  kep t  t h e  sou thern  90 f o o t  p l o t ,  "kvhere he l i v e d . "  I n  

1679, D r ,  DesJarda ins t  house and l o t  ( t h e  s i t e  of t h e  sou th  30' 

of t h e  p r e s e n t  La i rd  house) was s o l d  by t h e  s h e r i f f  t o  Johannes 

DeHaes f o r  540 g i l d e r s ,  DeHaes made t h e  p rope r ty  over t o  Ephraim 

Hernan "who made good t h e  purchase. ' '  

Ephraim Herman, a t  t h a t  t i n e  o ~ n e d  t h e  60' l o t  down t h e  S t r a n d  

t h a t  he had bought from George ]'Lore - t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  of t he  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  Kanse and t h e  Korr ison garden.  I n  1680,  Tayne and 

e Herman made an  exchange by which I s a a c  Tayne J r ,  a cqu i r ed  t h e  

lower l o t  p l u s  a sum of money, and Ephraim Herman acqui red  t h e  

balance of the  120 '  p l o t  t h a t  i s  now inc luded  i n  t h e  La i rd  prop- 

e r t y ,  with Tayne 's  house on t h e  lovier 90'  and t h e  house on t h e  

no r the rn  30' t h a t  Tayne had g iven  DesJardains .  

Ephraim Herman ( o l d e s t  son of Augustine Herman), was one o f  

t h e  a t t o r n e y s  f o r  t h e  Duke of Pork,  t o  convey the  s o i l  of Delaware 

t o  S i l l i a m  Penn. 

herman may have been l i v i n g  i n  h i s  house o r  t h i s  s i t e  a t  t h e  

t i n e ,  He had besn g a r r i e d  a t  i;ew York, a f e n  y e a r s  be fo re ,  and 

t h e r e  had met t h e  Gutch Labad i s t s ,  Dankers and S l u y t e r ,  who con- 

v e r t e d  him t o  t h e i r  f a i t h  and t h e i r  p l an  f o r  a r e l i g i o u s  communi- 

ty .  He e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  Labad i s t s  (Dutch Cuakers) i n  lien C a s t l e  

when they  came lq 1679 and a l s o  on h i s  farms,  About 1686 Zphraim 

Rerman l e f t  his wife t o  j o in  the Labadis t  colony near  Bohemia Manor, 
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b u t  l a t e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r ,  and d i e d  i n  1689.  

Fol lowing 3 p h r a i n  Herman's d e a t h ,  h i s  w i f e  S l i z a b e t h  a c q u i r e d  

from h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  Casparus  Herman, h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n . t h e  S t r a n d  

p l g t .  She owned t h e  whole when s h e  m a r r i e d  John Donaldson, a 

prominent  n e r c h a n t ,  who was l a t g r  a judge i n  t h e  c o u r t ,  1695-96. 

john 2ona ldson  znd h i s  liiife S l i z a b e t h ,  i n  1701,  s o l d  t h e  S t r a n d  

p r o p e r t y  n i  t h  a l l  "housing,  o u t h o u s i n g ,  g a r d e n s ,  o r c h a r d s ,  f e n c i n g  

and a l l  o t h e r  i n ~ r o v e m e n t s "  e t c .  t o  3 o b e r t  French,  merchant ,  a l s o  

t h e  o n e- q u a r t e r  s h a r e  i n  a m i l l  ~ r o p e r t y  on Xaarnan's Creek,  b o t h  

f o r  1 ,400 pounds,  s o  t h a t  it is  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l  what v a l u e  

was s e t  upon t h e  S t r a n d  p l o t  x i t h  i t s  d w e l l i n g  and o t h e r  b u i l d -  

i n g s  o u t  o f  t h i s  v e r y  l a r g e  sum f o r  t h a t  p e r i o d  i n  any  r e a l  e s t a t e  

t r a n s a c t i o n .  

Soon a f t e r  h i s  p u r c h a s e  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  of 

t h e  Z t r a n d ,  Rober t  French a c q u i r e d  by g r a n t  o f  5 ' i l l i m  Fenn, t h e  

w a t e r  l o t  o p p o s i t e ,  6 0 '  on  t h e  S t r a n d  and 600 '  deep. He a c q u i r e d  

nuch o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  i n  and n e a r  New C a s t l e  and. v~as one o f  t he  

l e a d i n g  men of h i s  day. n b o u t  h i s  d e a t h ,  James Logan wrote  t o  

' J i l l i a m  Penn,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  8  September,  1713,  "Rober t  French i n  

t h i s  day  c a r r i e d  f rom hence  ( t o  New C a s t l e )  t o  be b u r i e d .  He has 

long  been ill and d i e d  h e r e  l a s t  n i g h t .  H i s  d e a t h  i v i l l  be a l o s s  

t o  us..." Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Mary, widow o f  Rober t  French,  m a r r i e d  

R o b e r t  Gordon, a n o t h e r  prominent  merchant .  She was t h e  e x e c u t o r  

of Rober t  F r e n c h ' s  w i l l  by which s h e  i n h e r i t s d  t h e  L t r a n d  p r o p e r t y  
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f o r  h e r  l i f e t i n o ,  d e s c r i b e d  by R o b e r t  French i n  h i s  w i l l ,  as Ifny 

now d w e l l i n g  house..  . . . t h e  l o t  ad j . ~ i n i n g  t h e  s z i d  hoilse, t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  t h e  f r o n t  o r  bank l o t  and t h e  improveloents the reon ."  His 

s o c  David was t o  i n h e r i t  from h i s  mother ;  t h e  boy Y~as t h e n  i n  

s c h o o l  a t  C h e s t e r  and h i s  f a t h e r  d e s i r e d  t h a t  he be  s e n t  t o  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  3lasgoiv i n  & c o t l a n d .  

h h e t h e r  David French  st- died abroad  h a s  n o t  beer! d i s c o v e r s d ,  

b u t  h e  became an  a t t o r n e y  and ;<as prominent  i n  i~!ea C a s t l e  a f f a i r s ,  

Xe i n h e r i t e d  t h e  S t r a n d  p r o ~ e r t y ,  txt a s  he l e f t  no c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s  

p r o p e r t y  went t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  s i s t e r  K a t h e r i n e ,  t h e  g l a e s t  

d a u g h t e r  o f  R o b e r t  French,  t ~ h o  i n  h i s  \;ill had zade  h e r  t h e  h e i r  

t o  it nex t  t o  David. 

X a t h 5 r i n e  French m a r r i e d  John Shannon and had two d a u g h t e r s ,  

Ann who m a r r i e d  John llaxwsll  and i+:ary who m a r r i e d  James Sykes of 

Kent Gounty. The Sykes and t h e  :::axv~ells and t h e i r  h e i r s ,  f i n a l l y  

John i a t t e n  and iiiary h i s  wi fe ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  ownership o f  t h e  

p r o p e r t y  by d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  ;3obert Zrench,  f rom his d e a t h  i n  1713  

t o  1798 when John and Xary Z s t t e n ,  on Llay 9 ,  conveyed t o  George 

Read ( t h e  s i g n e r ) ,  Ifall t h a t  messuage and l o t s  o f  l s n d  noiv and 

l o n g  s i n c e  i n  t h e  t e n u r e  of  t h e  s a i d  George Read," The s a l e  t o  

Georse fiead i n c l u d e d  t h e  bank l o t  o 7 p o s i t e .  George Read d i e d  i n  

September of that  y e a r ,  h z v i n c  owned t h e  ciweiling he  had made 

famous, on1 y a f e n  months. 
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None of  t h e  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  of t h e  2 o b e r t  F r e n c h ' s  h e i r s  s o  

fer  as i t  cou ld  be d i s c d v e r e d  thr>oii:?h a v a i l a b l e  r s c o r d s ,  incii-  

c a t e s  when t h e  house  shown on t h e  1804 s u r v e y  ms b u i l t ,  o r  r e -  

b u i l t  from t h e  e a r l y  house  of  h o b e r t  r ' reach. Jchn  I)on?.ldson nay 

have r e b u i l t  t h e  I s a a c  Tayns--2hra in  Her;ian hoilse . E r i c k  houses  

;vere be ing  bui l t  i n  IJzvi C z s t l e  d ; ~ r f n ~ :  t h 2  1693'~~ t h e  decade o f  

Donsldson 's  ov;nershiy. Jxdg iag  f r o x  t h e  recorais ,  Gonaldm n  coirla 

have a f f o r d e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  d n e l l i n g ,  and. 3 o b e r t  ?rench c o u l d  have 

r e b u i l t ,  e n l a r g e d ,  o r  b i l i l t  e n t i r e l y  new between 1701 and 1713 t h e  

dwel l ing  shown on t h e  1304 s a r v e y .  R o b e r t  Z r e n c h ' s  widow, a e a l t h y  

i n  h e r  own r i g h t  and m a r r i e d  t o  a  p r o s p e r o u s  merchan t ,  ~ i g h t  have  

r e a o d e l e d ,  b u t  2s she  hsd  t h e  house o n l y  f o r  h e r  l i f e t i i a e  nou ld  

n o t ,  pe rhaps ,  have  b u i l t  a nev! house o r  ,gr i?a t ly  e n l a r g e d  t h e  o ld .  

David French,  a young boy i n  s c h 3 o l  a t  t h e  t ime h i s  f a t h e r  d i e d  

i n  1713,  b u t  i n  t h e  1 7 2 0 ' s  an  " a t t o r n e y "  and "gentlemanr'  i n  Ne:v 

Zast le ,  may have  p u l l e d  dobm t h e  o l d  h o m e  and b u i l t  a new house ,  

f o r  t h e  house on t h e  1504 s u r v e y  is a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a u n i t ,  a l -  

though t h e  back b u i l d i n g  sholiin on t h e  1804  s u r v e y  nap may vie11 

have been p a r t  of a n  o l d e r  house.  

The d e t e  of  i jnvid French ' s  c e a t h  h a s  no t  y e t  bean e s t a b i i s h s d  

by t h i s  s e a r c h ;  he d i s d  i n t s s t a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  middle  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  

and a s  most o f  h i s  s i s t e r  K a t h e r i n e ' s  h e i r s  seem t o  have  l i v s d  i n  

Kent County, t h e  house  m y  have  been l e a s e d  from t h e  t ime  a f  h i s  

death o r  e a r l i e r .  James S y k e s ,  s t a t e s m a n  o f  t h e  R e v o l a t i o n a r y  p e r i o d ,  

John P a t t e n  and 6 i l l i a n  Llsxwell, b o t h  s o n s  o f  Ann ?. iaxnel l ,  d a u g h t e r  
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of Ka ther ine ,  x e r e  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  Delak~are  Regiment i n  t h e  mr, 

snd ~ l l  seen  t u  have l i v a d  i n  Kent County. 

Georse Zead 11, who i n h e r i t e d  t h e  120 '  p l o t  a ~ c  d s e l l i n g  

( ~ h i c h  h i s  f a t h e r  nay have bought i t  a t  t h e  end of h i s  l i f e  i n  

o r d e r  t o  l e a v e  i t  t o  h i s  son!, had bought a 1 7  f o o t  a i d e  ex ten-  

s i o n  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y  &long  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  i n  1737, t o g e t h e r  *::?:h 

t h e  z s e  of  a 9 f o o t  a l l e y  a l3ng  t h e  n o r t h  sicit- of  t h e  stri;, f r o o  

L i l l i a m  Srmstrong,  who had h i s  dwel l ing  and t a v e r n  on t h e  s i t e  o f  

the  p r e s e n t  garden of #54. This  a d d i t i o n a l  ground enab led  Zeorge 

Read Jr. t o  widen t h e  a l l e y  and b u i l d  t h e  p r e s e n t  L a i r d  house 

n o r t h  of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  dwel l ing ,  bu t  with a very  n a r r o w  space  be- 

tween them, o u t  of p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  two l z r g e  houses.  

The b u i l d i n g  of t h e  George Zead house between 1737 and 1502, 

t h e  f i n e s t  house o f  i t s  pe r iod ,  by F e t e r  Crowding of  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  

ras a cu lmina t ing  c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  r i c h  h i s t o r y  of t h e  l i v e s  

2nd t imes  of t h e  owners and &?ie l l e r s  on t h e  aho le  Read s i t e  from 

P e t e r  3 t u g v e s s n t ' s  f i r s t  g r a n t s  of t h e  l and .  

A f t e r  t h e  f i r e  of  1824,  which de s t royed  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f a r a e r  

d x e l l i n g ,  George Read bought t h e  s i t e ,  s o u t h  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  cf 

t h e  o l d  s t o r e  and p o s t  o f f i c e ,  which a l s o  was des t royed  i n  t h e  
I 

I 

f i r e  o f  1824. He bought t h i s  s i t e ,  3gV wide and e x t e n d i n g  t o  
I 

I Secand S t r e e t ,  i n  1834 from E l i z a  P. Penton f o r  $400. 

& 



-7- 
(Read House T r o p e r t y ,  c o n t i n u e d )  

F o l l o i v i n ~  t h e  d e a t h  o f  George Read i n  1836,  t h e  iiead house  

;vas l e a s e d .  Jchn  hi.  C l a y t o n  l i v e d  he re  f o r  a t ime ,  1842-1845, 

and i n  t h e  l a t t a r  y e z r  t h e  c r o p e r t y  was bought  by t h e  Cooper 

fami ly .  t h i s  f a m i l y  t h e  g a r d e n s  were i z i d  o u t  and t h e y  
. - 

omned i t  u n t i l  i t  was bought  by t h e  ? r e s e n t  owliner, i:lr. P h i l i p  

L a i r d .  Under t h e  c a r e  ~Lb i r .  a n d  .*irs. P n i l i p  i z i r d ,  t h e  house 

h a s  been r e s t o r e d  t o  and m a i n t s i n e d  i n  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  ach ieved  

by George Read and h i s  b u i l d e r ,  l e t e r  Crowding i n  1801. 


