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306-310 Delaware S t r e e t  

The o r i g i n a l  s i t e  of t h i s  block is described and t h e  e a r l y  

owners t r a c e d  i n  the sumnary of #300, the Kensey Johns Van Dyke 

house, In 1804, except f o r  s t a b l e s  i n  t h e  back, only two bu i ld-  

ings  a r e  shown on the  sou th  s i d e  of  Delaware S t r e e t  i n  the  Thi rd  

t o  Fourth S t r e e t  block,  t h e  l a r g e  t ave rn  house a t  t h e  sew.  cor-  

ner  of Third,  and a house of equal s i z e  i n  the  tenure  of Joseph 

Enos a t  t h e  s e e .  corner o f  Fourth, 

The p l o t  between t h e  two bu i ld ings  was s t i l l  open garden 

i n  1879 when the Masonic and Odd Fellows lodges  of New C a s t l e  

had a r r i v e d  a t  a d e c i s i o n  t o  b u i l d  a l odge  h a l l  as a j o i n t  p r o j e c t .  

I n  1868, Nathaniel  Wolfe, who t h e n  owned t h e  whole of t he  Delaware 

S t r e e t  p l o t  n o r t h  of David Boulden the then owner of t h e  Kensey 

Johns Van Dyke house, s o l d  t h i s  p l o t ,  98' on Delaware S t r e e t  and 
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125' deep with the  co rne r  house at EkRh S t r e e t ,  t o  Mark and 

Isaac Cleaver.  The co rne r  house, a n  o l d  two-story brick bu i ld ing ,  

then covered with yelloa stucco was i n  use a t  the time as t h e  Mew 

C a s t l e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  

W i l l  lam Herbert ,  a c t i v e ,  s e l f  -made, prosperoue l o c a l  business  

man i n  New Castle, who was t h e  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  movement for a hrrZ 1, 

h i t  upon t h i s  s i t e  and persuaded h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  t o  confirm t h e  

choice 

I n  1879, Mark M, Cleaver of Wilrnington sold t h e  p l o t  t o  

Washington Lodge #6 I,O.B,P. of New C a s t l e ,  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  property 
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inc lud ing  t h e  corner  house t o  the  two lodges  was r e p o r t e d  as $6,000. 

The h a l l  was b u i l t  under c o n t r a c t  by Harry Lape, a Wilrnington b u i l d -  

e r  and t h e  lowes t  b idder ,  $20,585, making t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  something 

more than  $25,000. The a r c h i t e c t  was Theophi lus  P.  Chandler of  

Ph i l ade lph ia ,  who was des igne r  of t h e  county c o u r t  house a t  W i l -  

z i ng ton ,  b u i l t  1880-81, 

In the newspapers of  1879, t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was desc r ibed  a8 

being on the e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  purchased p l o t ,  n e a r l y  52' f r o n t  by 

100'  deep, having t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  an e l a b o r a t e  ga lvan ized  i r o n  co r-  

n i c e  extending around the roo f  and t h e  whole surmounted by a g a l -  

vanized iron cupola  of "attractive deaign",  t h e  h e i g h t  from t h e  
b pavement t o  t h e  t o p  of t h e  vane rod being 116' .  The audi to r ium 

on t h e  second f l o o r  was 51' by 100 '  and s e a t e d  800 persons ,  

The d e d i c a t i o n ,  September 13, 18f0, was said t o  have been a t -  

tended by 6,000 people.  The b u i l d i n g  committee had s t a g e d  an e l a b-  

o r a t e  aeremony and c e l e b r a t i m  and most o f  t h e  householdera had 

e l a b o r a t d  y decora ted  the i r  dwell  i n g s  and shops. Members of t h e  

committee were W i l l i a m  Herber t ,  M. N, R i e l ,  G. F. Deakyne, Benja- 

min D. Qroves ,  J. Hermann and Ira Lunt. 

An indenture  o f  1891 is for a conveyance by Washington Lodge 

#5 I.O.O.F. t o  Wllliaa Herber t  f o r  $12,500, o f  t h e  undivided one- 

half p a r t  of the b r i c k  ha l l  and b r i c k  dwel l ing  house and l o t  of 

C- l and  125'  x 98' a t  t h e  s o u t h e r l y  corner  o f  Delaware and Fourth. 


