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D i r k  Alber t son ,  is t h e  on ly  person o f  r e c o r d ,  d i scovered  a s  

owning p a r t  of t h e  p l o t  extending s o u t h  from Delaware S t r e e t  be- 

tween Third  and Fourth  S t r e e t s .  A c o u r t  ca se  i n  1682 and 1683 t o  

e s t a b l i s h  the t i t l e  of John Cann* t o  a l o t  g r an t ed  him by William 

Penn, f ac ing  Minquas S t r e e t  (3rd) s o u t h  of Xood S t r e e t  (Delaware) ,  

Jchn Cann exh ib i t ed  i n  c o u r t  a copy of an o l d  Dutch map, t o  prove 

t h a t  biinquas S t r e e t  was l a i d  o u t  i n  the town p lan ,  and a number o f  

t h e  o l d e s t  i n h a b i t a n t s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a double row 

of houses t h e r e  f a c i n g  e a ~ t  on Uinquas S t r e e t ,  and west on Beaver 

S t r e e t  ( 4 t h ) .  These a n c i e n t  houses  had d i sappeared  and t h e  s t r e e t  

was no longer  a thoroughfere ,  u n t i l  t h e  t ime  of t h i s  c o u r t  ca se  

f" when l o t s  had been surveyed according t o  t h e  map, and grants made 

by Williem Penn. I t  i s  i n  t h i s  case t h a t  Dirk A lbe r t s en  was 

c i t e d  as an owner i n  t h e  t ime of Nicholas de  Rlngh, t h e  e a r l i e s t  

Dutch owner of the s i t e  sou th  of Thi rd  S t r e e t  oppos i t e  t h e  Green. 

The g r a n t s  made by VJilliarn Penn were t o  James Walliam o r  

Williams f o r  t h e  Delaware S t r e e t  end of t h e  block between 3 rd  

t o  4 t h  S t r e e t s ,  sou th  of Viilllams, Getes B a r r e t t ,  then  John 

Cann and E l d e r t  Egbe r t s  Forshen. John Cann's l o t  was 60' wide 

an  3 rd  S t r e e t  which must have been t h e  width of each of t h e  o t h e r  

t h r e e  l o t s .  A l l  were about 164 '  from 3rd t o  4 t h  S t r e e t s .  

i Forshen nas n a t u r a l i z e d  by V d i l l i a m  Penn i n  1683, and t h e  n e x t  
I '- * I n  1684, John Cann, by o rde r  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Cour t ,  was appoin ted  

"Regis te r  of the town and county of  New Cas t l e ,"  
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year  h i s  p rope r ty  is ordered  sold by t h e  cou r t .  I n  1691 John 

Cann has  Forshen's  1st an6 t h a t  cf Gilss B a r r e t t  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

h i s  own, a p rope r ty  180 '  wide on 3rd and 4 th  S t r e e t s  by 164'  deep .  

In  Penn's  book of Surveys,  t h e  s u r v e y o r ' s  drawing shows that  each 

of John Cann's t h r e e  l o t s  h a s  a house on i t ,  a very smal l  one on 

t h e  l o t  t h a t  was B a r r e t t ' s ,  a l a r a e r  one on t h e  l o t  t h a t  was For- 

shen ' s ,  and a s t i l l  l a r g e r  one wi th  two ehinneys on ~ann's o r l g i n a l  

l o t .  

I n  1691 the  Delaware S t r e e t  p l o t ,  a d j o i n i n g  Cann's t h r e e  l o t s ,  

o r i g i n a l l y  of  James Willians was conveyed t o  Richard  Reynolds, 62' 

on 3 r d  S t r e e t  by 162 '  on Delaware. From Reynolds it  went t o  Richard 

Ha l l iwe l l  and Rober t  French and i n  1709 they  conveyed i t  t o  P e t e r  

Van Burgh and Andrew Gravenract .  The e a s t  p a r t  of t h e  Indenture  t o  

Van Burgh and Gravenract  mentions John Donaldson, but  i n  what cap- 

a c i t y  is o b l i t e r a t e d  by a t o r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  page, bu t  i n  t h e  r e c i t a l  

of a subsequent indenture  t h e  s a l e  t o  P e t e r  Van Burg o f  Albany, 

N e  Ye, merchant and Andrew Gravenract  of  t h e  c i t y  o f  New York, mar- 

r i n e r ,  is i n  trust on behalf  of t h e  daugh te r s  and h e i r s  of Major 

John Donaldson l a t e  o f  Kew C a s t l e ,  merchant. 

Mary Donaldson marr ied Gaorge Yeates and became ~ O S G ~ S E ~ ~  of  one 

half t h e  o r i g i n a l  Will iams p l o t .  They s o l d  t h e i r  h a l f  s h a r e  t o  George 

G r a h a m ,  sa i l-maker  i n  1725. Ca ther ine  Donaldson and he r  h s b a n d ,  

Michael Laughton s o l d  t h e i r  half  s h a r e  t o  Jacobus Williams Keerlng, 

s a d d l e r .  Neering eo ld  t o  Wssael A l r i c h s ,  gentleman, s o  George 
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Graham and Vi'oseel A l r i c h s  owned the  o r i g i n a l  62' x 162 '  p l o t .  ?hey 

d iv ided  i t  i n t o  three p a r t s ,  two par ts  t o  B l r i cka  and t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t  wi th  t h e  house on it t o  Graham. I n  1727, Graham and his wife 

s o l d  t o  Thomas Smi th ,  t h e i r  ho'ds6 and na r roa  l o t  f o r  70 pounds. 

John Canc d iv ided  h i s  l a r g e  l o t  i n  1692, s e l l i n g  a 60' l o t  

nex t  t o  that  formerly  of Ai l l ia ,m,  t o  P e t e r  Godwin. Among l a t e r  

owners of p a r t s  of Cann's t h r e e  60' l o t s ,  were X ' i l l i a m  ' isright,  

Daniel hlercier ,  F ranc i s  Land, James Armitage and numerous o t h e r s ,  

f o r  John Cann and o the r  owners d iv ided  some of t h e i r  p l o t s  t o  make 

l o t s  about 80' deep back t o  back between 3rd S t r e e t  and 4 t h  S t r e e t .  

I n  May 1798, John Betson was keeping a small b r i c k  h o t e l  i n  

t h e  Thi rd  and Delaware S t r e e t  c o r n e r  o f  the o r i g i n a l  8 i l l i a m s  p l o t .  

Thomas Smith  who bought t h i s  p l o t  i n  1727 with a house on it, was 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a v e r n  p r o p e r t i e s .  He bought t h e  p rope r ty  t h a t  be- 

came t h e  G i lp in  house about  t h i s  tirae and en la rged  it. The oviner- 

s h i p  of what was l a t e r  c a l l e d  "he b r i c k  t a v e r n  housen and 1st of  

ground between t h e  purchase by Thomas Smith a n d  t he  occupancy by 

John a e t s o n  has n o t  been s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r a c e d  i n  t h i s  search .  

The s i z e  of t h e  bu i ld ing  and p l o t  on the 1804 survey i n d i c a t e s  

t h a t  both  t h e  house and narrow l o t  bought f o r  70 pounds i n  1727 

have been enla rged  and t h e  block- long l o t  of ground has been d iv ided  

i n t o  t h r e e  parts, t h e  Van Dyke s i t e  having about  h a l f  t h e  block on 

Delaware G t r s o t .  
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I n  1805,  Nicholas Van Dyke a d v e r t i s e d  t h e  Tavern house with 

s t a b l e s  a t  3rd and Delaware S t r e e t s ,  "now occupied by Robert  

BaldwinR f o r  r en t  f o r  a t e r n  of years. Van Dyke probably ownad 

t h e  p rope r ty  a t  t h i s  t ime,  bu t  none of t h e  deeds indexed i n  h i s  

name a r e  f o r  t h i s  p roper ty .  

I n  1820 he b u i l t  on t h e  site #300 Delaware S t r e e t  and by h i s  

will proved i n  1825, left i t  t o  h i s  s o n  Kensey Johns Van Dyke, 

who d i e d  t he  fo l lowing  year .  The p l o t  then  extended about  67' 

on Delaware S t r e e t  by about 240' deep on Thi rd  S t r e e t ,  

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  of Kensey Johns Van Dyke, t h i s  house was 

L-- l i v e d  i n  f o r  some y e a r s  by Jmes Rogers,  who had marr ied  Martha 

Booth, o l d e s t  daughter  of James Booth Sr. 

I n  1856, Ann V a n  Dyke, s o l d  t h e  house and ground t o  D r .  James 

Couper, and was l a t e r  owned by D r .  Couper16 h e i r e .  

The prope r ty  was l a t e r  owned by David Boulden, t h e  merchant, 

who owned t h e  s t o r a  house a d j o i n i n g  Packet  Al ley ,  and was h i s  

res idence .  

Adjoining t o  t h e  west wal l  of  t h e  house f o r  many y e a r s  #a8 

a brick o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e r e  was a l s o  a second- story veranda 

on t h a t  a i d e  of t h e  house f o r  a t ime.  Both were removed some 
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