
DELAWARE STREET 

Summry: The s i t e  is pa r t  of the deRingh-Alrichs-Vaaderculen 

1 property t h a t  rae  sold by Renyier Vanderculen i n  1688 t o  lilliam 

i Harkham, W i l l i a m  Pennls cousin and deputy governor, a s  60 f e e t  

wide on Delaware S t r e e t  and 300 f e e t  deep. Markham sold t o  James 

Claypool the following year. There is no c l ea r  indicat ion tha t  a 

house was on the s i t e  a t  the time. Claypool probably b u i l t  t he  
I 

house, f o r  a f t e r  h i s  death 1-n 1706, h i s  widow who married Chris- 

t i a n  Steelman was i n  possession of house and ground a s  adminis- 

t r a t r i x .  To s a t i s f y  a claim agains t  the Claypool e s t a t e ,  the  

court  authorized s a l e  of the  house and ground then i n  possession 

of the  Steelmants. I n  1715, the  s h a r i f f  who had seized the  house 
w- 

with p a r t  of the land, so ld  house and l o t  t o  John Barl,  the  l o t  

being 36-1/2 f e e t  on Delaware S t r e e t  and 300 f e e t  deep - and was 

the  west p a r t  of the o r ig ina l  l o t .  I t  adjoined the  Booth house 

i property. I n  the  deed, John Earl is a *carpenter of Kent County, 
I Maryland. 

I 

I n  1722 whan Earl  sold  house and l o t  t o  George Boss, rec tor  

of Immanuel Church and Richard Orafton, merchant, he chose B i l l l a m  

Bead "innholdern t o  record the  sa le .  I t  may be that Read conducted 

h i s  inn i n  t h i s  building, and tha t  l eas ing  it  f o r  an Ian ass the  

=pose of the purchase by Ross and Qrafton. These men sold the  

'!messuage and l o t  of l and n,  45-1/2 x 300 f e e t ,  t o  Thomas Qozell  . 

(Vangezell) i n  1727. In  Thomas Ooze l l t s  rill (1732) he is ca l l ed  

' 'yeoWin.' When he s e l l a  tha property t o  Samuel Qriff i t h  f o r  220 - - 

pounds i n  1727, the a w e  year he bought it, he is Thomae Oozell, 



(Oilpin haus ,  continued) 

'Smarinern. The house was l eased  when he so ld  it, and probably 

when he  bought it, by Samuel Ctr i f f i th ,  *merchantn. The number 

of merchants rho had taverns  o r  houses they leased  a s  taverns,  is 

an i n d i c a t i o n  than an  inn where goods could be received,  s to red ,  

o r  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  and where t r a d e r s ,  o the r  merchants, end s h i p ' s  

o f f i c e r s  could be accommodated while business was t r ansac ted ,  

was a necessary adjunct  t o  t h e i r  bus iness ;  but  whether or not  

Samuel O-riffith conducted a tavern a t  #210 does not  appear on t h e  

T B C O F ~ B .  

I n  1730, %he l a t e  dwelling of Samuel Griff i tha was s o l d  by 

the  she r i f f  t o  Thomas Smith, "merchant". Thomas Smith b u i l t  an 

add i t ion  t o  the house on i ts  r e s t  s i d e  and had secured f o r  that 

purpose from-Margaret Williamson, who owned the  Booth house, a 

s t r i p  of h e r  land. f t is  a t  t h i s  time c a l l e d  a dwelling and tavern.  

I 
The deed of Margaret Williamson t o  Thomas Smith makes c l e a r  

that h i s  "new brick tenementn adjoined the o t h e r  tenement on t h e  

l o t  Thomas Smith bought from the s h e r i f f .  A t  some later  time, I 

I 
d a t e  not determined, the tavern  was enlarged on its e a s t  s ide ,  

the  top  s t o r i e s  extended over an a l l e y  o r  driveway which was i n-  

corporated i n  the  bui ld ing  with an arched entrance- ray from the 

s t r e e t  fm nt. 

The a8minietratoru of Thomas Smith's e s t a t e  i n  1737 eold t h e  

property t o  Thomas Thompson, %laackemlthn a t  publ io  s a l e ,  h i s  being I 
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(O i lp in  house, con t inued)  

t h e  h ighea t  bid ,  200 pounds. I n  1741, t h e  proper ty  was aga in  

s o l d  a t  p u b l i c  s a l e  - t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  b idder ,  I s aac  J anv ie r .  

I s a a c  J anv ie r  s o l d ,  t he  same y e a r ,  t o  John McGhee, innholder ,  

The next  s a l e  was 1758 t o  Daniel IdcLonen, innkeeper ,  than  i n  1738 

t o  I saao  Grantham a t  s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e  f o r  700 pounds. Grantham s o l d  

t o  John Darrah, ngent lemann,  a l s o  an innkeeper.  Succeeding owners 

were Xobert  Barr, James Dar l ing ,  David G e m e l l  J r , ,  and George 

Tih i t f i e ld  i n  1865. 

According t o  Alexander Cooper ' s  h i s t o r y ,  ';;hi t f i e l d  made ex-  

t e n s i v e  a d d i t i o n s ,  r e p a i r s ,  and improvements and renamed t h e  h o t e l ,  

"The Gi lp in  House1' f o r  Chief J u s t i c e  Edward iv .  G i l p i n ,  who was then  

i n  o f f i c e  (1857-1876). I n  1907, R h i t f i e l d  s o l d  t o  Joseph S. Godwin. 

A t  that time t h e  h o t e l  was conducted by James Kerrigan.  A f t e r  Pro- 

h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  h o t e l  was made i n t o  shops and 

s t o r e s  and an a r c h  over t h e  driveway t o  t h e  s t a b l e s  dest royed.  

Conclusion: The Gi lp in  house, b u l l  t b y  James Claypool of P h i l a -  

de lph ia ,  appointed term of 1689-1694 as Clerk  of t h e  Peace of New 

C a s t l e  County - cont inued t o  be a dwel l ing  and t a v e r n  u n t i l  t h e  

1920'8,  when i t s  f i r s t  f l o o r  was then  conver ted i n t o  s t o r e s ,  t h e  

archway was des t royed  and t h e  space incorpora ted  i n  t h e  s t o r e .  A t  

a l a t e r  d a t e  t o  accommodate a modern market s t o r e ,  t h e  whole f r o n t  

was t o r n  o u t  from pavement t o  roof and r e b u i l t .  The spacing and s i z e  

of t h e  second s t o r y  windows was, however, r e t a i n e d ,  a s  was t h e  roo f  

p i t c h  and p o s i t i o n  of co rn i ce .  A t  t h i s  t ime ,  dormers were added to 

t h e  roof  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time. 

- - - - -  Deta i led  h i s t o r y  on f i l o - - -  - -  


