
DELAYiARE STREET 

206 - n Ho ' (See Photo No. 46 

Summary: The o l d e s t  p a r t  of t h i s  h 0 ~ 8 6 ,  a small, s t o u t l y - b u i l t  

two-story dwell ing (similar t o  the o l d  p a r t  of t h e  Colby house) 

was on t h i s  s i t e  when Reynier Vanderculen s o l d  a h a l f - i n t e r e s t  i n  

it  t o  D r .  Qerardus  X"i'ssells i n  1685. The l a n d  t h a t  then  went wi th  

t h e  house, extended along Delaware S t r e e t  t o  a p o i n t  about  oppos i t e  

t h e  east s i d e  of p r e s e n t  Second S t r e e t ,  and began "one f o o t  west 

of t h e  house". 

The o r i g i n a l  house may have been t h e r e  i n  1670, when P e t e r  

A l r i che  bought t h e  t r a c t  along Delaware S t r e e t  (from t h e  west l i n e  

of  a124 t o  Thi rd  S t r e e t )  from Mathias and Bmllius deRlngh; or  81- 

U r i c h 8  may have bui l t  t h e  house between 1670 and 1683 when he s o l d  

I t  t o  Renier Vanderculen. Before  1685, t h e  house may have been 

Included I n  the nbbuldinga" and n l m p r o v e m e n t s ~ n  t h e  l a r g e r  p l o t  

of which t h i s  is p a r t ,  b u t  i t  is no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned. 

D r .  l e s e e l l s  mortgaged the house and ground t o  John Darby 

(innkeeper on t h e  S t rand)  I n  1686, and some time l a t e r  Reynier 

Vanderculen had t h e  p rope r ty  back, f o r  i n  1696 he s o l d  i t ,  a8 Pre- 

v i o u s l y  descr ibed ,  t o  Cornel ius Empson, ' gen t l emnn  At t h a t  t i m 8  

Empson was a judge i n  t h e  c o u r t  a t  New C a s t l e  and a member of  Penn'e 

assembly for  t h e  Delaware and Pennsylvania count ies .  I n  t h a t  same 

year, Empson s o l d  h i s  house and l o t  on t h e  S t rand  t o  Richard  Clark. 

The house a t  #206 Delaware S t r e e t  would have been a convenient  

res idence  f o r  a j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  cour tu ,  and I t  may have been h p a o a  

who b u i l t  t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  house. 
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(The Penn Houee, continued) 

The ownership of t h e  s i t e  and of the  house on i t  i s  f u l l y  

accounted f o r  between 1670 and 1686-7, by o r i g i n a l  records t h a t  

disprove the claim t h a t  Arnoldus delaGrange e i t h e r  b u i l t  or owned 

it. I t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  Pe ter  Xlr ichs  rented it t o  delaGrange be- 

f o r e  he so ld  t o  Vanderculen, but the re  is  no known source t h a t  

would g ive  such information. Also the "legendn seems t o  have been 

born i n  comparatively r ecen t  times. John Moll had a house on the  

VanLeuvenigh s i t e  and two o t h e r s  i n  the  town when Penn came and it 

seems more l i k e l y  - based on an a c t u a l  cour t  case i n  1681 - t h a t  

Brnoldus delaerange rented  one of them o r  was a guest  of Moll i n  

one of them, and t h a t  i t  was i n  a l eased  or  loaned house t h a t  

w Iil l iam Penn v i s i t e d  delaOrm ge. 

Record of ownership immediately following t h a t  of Cornel ius  

Empson has not  y e t  been found ( t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  somesheriff s a l e s  

i n  New Caat le  between 1696 and 1721 t o  be checked and o the r  c lue8 

t o  be sought) .  The next c e r t a i n  ownership of t h e  house and t h e  

undivided p l o t  of ground is by Thomas A l l e t t ,  innkeeper, whoby h i s  

w i l l  l e f t  t h e  property t o  h i s  wife Ann. Ann A l l e t t  s o l d  the  un- 

divided p l o t  t o  I saac  Janvier  and Joseph H i l l  i n  1722. Two yea r s  

l a t e r ,  H i l l  and Janvier  divided t h e  p lo t .  I saac  took the  Penn 

house, i n  which he l i v e d  and the  s i t e  of t h e  Delaware House. I n  

1729, I saac  Janvier  so ld  t h e  Penn Houae t o  h i s  bro ther ,  F ranc i s  

Janvier.  Francis  Janv ie r ' s  family and descendents had it and l i v e d  

i n  it u n t i l  1842, when William B. Janv ie r ,  who l i v e d  next hoor a t  - 
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#208, so ld  t h e  hous6 with a 22-foot f r o n t  l o t ,  t o  Cornel ius  D, 

Blaney, Bsq., f o r  $1,140, The h e i r s  of Alpheus T, Hanson, t h e  

next owner so ld  the  house t o  Oeorge W. Turner,  who remodeled the  

house f ron t .  Through h is  h e i r s  it was conveyed t o  H a r r i e t  ( ~ u r n e r )  

Sternberg and h e r  husband. From Mrs, S te rnberg ' s  eon, t h e  house 

was r e c e n t l y  bought by Mr, and Mrs. Marshall Burr la .  Rather than 

r e p a i r  t h e  chimneys of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house, the  present  owners have 

destroyed the  two f i n e  o ld  f i r e  p laces  of t h e  old house, one i n  

each of the  two back rooms on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ;  (and probably t h e  

l i t t l e  corner  f i r e  p lace  u p s t a i r s  i n  the  main house) .  

Throughout i ts  h i s t o r y ,  #206 seems t o  have been a res idence ,  
J without commercial use of any p a r t  of it, The poss ib le  except ion 

is that A l l e t t  had an inn here.  I t  seems more l i k e l y  that  he was 

one of the  r e n t e r s  of t h e  Gi lp ln  house o r  perhaps t h e  f i r s t  keeper 

of the  o r i g i n a l  Delaware House. 

-----Detailed h i s t o r y  on f i l e - - - - -  
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(The Penn House, cont inued)  

A t  p re sen t ,  t h e r e  is  nothing on the  f r o n t  of the  house 

whlch da te8  p r i o r  t o  0. W. ~ u r n e r ' s  occupancy whlch terminated 

a t  h i s  dea th  i n  1891. I t  i e  probable t h a t  t h e  p resen t  f r o n t  was 

b u i l t  i n  the  1850's o r  6 0 ' s  and has been a l t e r e d  s i n c e  then. The 

gab le  on t h e  a l l e y  is  a gambrel type gable  wi th  t h e  f r o n t  r a i s e d  

I 
by Turner t o  produce the  t h i r d  s t o r y  which shows on t h e  p resen t  

facade. The b r i ck  work on the gab1 e  end a r e  l a i d  i n  common bond 

with rows of s t r e t c h e r s  every f o u r t h  course. The b r i c k s  a r e  l a r g e  

and i r r e g u l a r  with many black glazed headers .  

I The small wing i n  the r e a r  of the  main house s t i l l  r e t a i n s  

- very  o l d  frames and double hung s a s h  s i x  l i g h t s  over six,  and 

r- small  i n  dimension. The windows on the  f i rs t  f l o o r  of t he  f r o n t  

I gable  a r e  a l s o  o ld  but l a r g e r  i n  s c a l e  and s i x  l i g h t s  over nine.  



Addenda - "Penn Housew 

2 2 0 6  Deleware S t r e e t  

Since the  summary of the  Penn house was wri t t en ,  a s tudy of  

wi l l e  and o ther  records,  ind iaa tes  t h a t  Michael Trombolt (Trummel, 

o r  Orumrael) innkeeper of New Cas t le ,  died possessed of t h i s  house 

i n  1708; that he l e f t  it t o  h i s  daughter Ann, wife of Pe te r  Godwin; 

t h a t  following the death of Godwin I n  1707 ( leaving his wife Ann 

and eon Peter  one half of h i s  e s t a t e ,  r e a l  and personal ) ,  Ann mar- 

r i e d  Thomas A l l e t t ,  innkeeper, 

Tha foregoing p a r t l y  f i l l s  the  previous gap between tho pur- 

chase by Cornelius Empson i n  1696 aad possesalon by Thomas A l l e t t  

before 1721. No evidence of how Michael Trombolt became posseared 

of the h o w e  and t r a c t  of ground belonging t o  it ha6 been found. 

Cornelius Empson may have been ac t ing  as a t to rney  f o r  Trombolt 

i n  1696 as he d id  i n  the buying and s e l l i n g  of  o ther  New Castle 

property. 


