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#200 - now Wittls Bakery 
(See Photo No. 43) 

Summary: Th i s  house, o r  a h3use on t h e  s i t e ,  may have been h e r e  

as e a r l y  a s  1724, when Joseph H i l l  and I saac  J a n v i e r  d iv ided  t h e  

p l o t  they bought from the  widow of  Thomas A l l e t  i n  1722. I s a a c  

Janv ie r ,  who took t h e  western p a r t ,  acquired t h e  Penn house (#206) 

i n  which he l i v e d ,  and t h e  s i t e  of t h e  Delaware house which may 

have had a house on i t  then. Joseph H i l l ' s  e a s t e r n  p a r t  was com- 

pr i sed  of t h e  si tes of  #200, t h e  New Century Club s i t e  and t h e  

Chase house s i t e .  According t o  t h e  deeds,  h i s  p l o t  was 85 f e e t  

wide and J a n v i e r l s  was 59 f e e t  wide a long Delaware S t r e e t .  

But as H i l l  p a id  J a n v i e r  50 pounds t o  even t h e  barga in ,  Jo-  
e <- seph H i l l ' s  p a r t  must have had a t  l e a s t  one good house on it, f o r  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  f r o n t  f e e t  would no t  c o s t  50 pounds i n  1724, e s -  

p e c i a l l y  when t h e  smal le r  p l o t  had t h e  one or  more houses on i t ;  

and subsequent deeds i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  H i l l  house was 

#zoo. 

Joseph H i l l ,  wheelwright, doub t l e s s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house u n t i l  

h i s  dea th  i n  1762, with h i s  shops on t h e  back of t h e  l o t  near  t h e  

Bat te ry .  H i s  wife owned t h e  house u n t i l  1776, when she  l e f t  i t ,  

( then  i n  the  t enu re  of Alexander Montgomery, l a h y e r ) ,  by w i l l  t o  

h e r  n iece ,  Ann Q r i f f i t h ,  who married Col. John Stockton.  The 

Stockton h e i r e  owned t h e  p r o p e r t y  u n t i l  1809, when they s o l d  t h i s  

house on a p l o t  o f  61 f e e t  f r o n t  i nc lud ing  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  New 
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Century Club, t o  D r .  Henry Colesberry f o r  $1,800. I t  had been 

lsaeed previous ly  t o  members of t h e  Colesberry family .  
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D r .  Colesberry l e f t  t h e  house t o  h i s  daughter B l i zabe th  i n  

1826. She and h e r  husband, Lorenzo Thomas, s o l d  t h e  undivided 

proper ty  t o  Howell J. Ter ry  i n  1851. Ter ry  s o l d  #200 t o  Maria R. 

Booth i n  1865. I n  a l l  t hese  changes, t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  

t h a t  t he  house was o t h e r  than a r e s idence ,  with d o c t o r s 1  o r  law- 

y e r s '  o f f i c e s  a t  t imes,  Commercial u se  of t h e  f r x t  room e v i -  

d e n t l y  came l a t e  i n  t h e  190G1s o r  perhaps not  u n t i l  a f t e r  1910. 

The d a t e  of i t s  first commercial u s e  has ,  as y e t ,  no t  been d e t e r -  

mined. Alexander Cooper, i n  h i s  h i s t o r y  (1908) does no t  mention 

#200 i n  h i s  l ist  of commercial e s t ab l i shmen t s  along Delaware S t r e e t .  

, ? ' '  

I 
An examination of t h i s  bu i ld ing  on t h e  e a s t  o r  r i v e r  s i d e  shows ' 

a f r o n t  r i n g  about 25  f e e t  deep, which is  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  with  

t h e  r a t h e r  commonplace f r o n t  on Delaware S t r e e t .  Connecting d i r e c t l y  

t o  this  and s e t  back about one f o o t  t o  t h e  west is a two-story wing 

with t h e  roof  running perpendicu la r  t o  Delaware S t r e e t .  I n  t h i s  wing 

wall fac ing  t h e  a l l e y  a r e  window openings and a door which a r e  n i c e l y  

d e t a i l e d  and much e a r l i e r  than any of t h e  e x i s t i n g  f r o n t .  The wood 

s i l ls  a r e  moulded and t h e  sash div ided  i n t o  small l i g h t s ,  Th i s  wing 

is  aga in  approximately 25 f e e t  deep and a l a t e r  shed wing has been 

b u i l t  behind it, 

- - -__  Deta i l ed  h i s t o r y  on f i l e - - - - -  


