
DELAWARE STREET 

#I220124 - "The Harvey Housen - now owned and 
o ~ e r a t e d  as a n r  erv s t o r e  by E. V. P l a t t  & Brother  

?see Photo No. 40) 

S m r y :  The p l o t ,  30 f e e t  wide on Delaware S t r e e t ,  was s o l d  by 

Edward Blake,  Jr. t o  John Kent, ncordwainer" i n  1720. A f t e r   en's 

dea th ,  h i s  widow marr ied Robert  S t r e e t ,  " l a s t e r e i r " .  To s e t t l e  

~ e n t ' s  e s t a t e ,  t h e  p rope r ty  was s o l d  a t  p u b l i c  s a l e  t o  John Land, 

%bricklayern, as "house and l o t n  i n  1729, f o r  75 pounds and 15 

s h i l l i n ~ s .  Land s o l d  I t  back t o  Rober t  and E l i z a b e t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  

same year  f o r  t h e  same sum. I n  1738,  Rober t  and E l i z a b e t h  S t r e e t  

s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  D r .  John Finney (wi th  an a d d i t i o n a l  "lot  o r  

p i ece  of a l o t n  behind i t ) .  I n  1771, D r .  Finney s o l d  t h e  p rope r ty  

t o  VL1illiam Buchanan. From Buchanan it  went t o  Bs ther  Mackey i n  - ' 1774. No r e c o r d s  have been found f o r  t h e  time between Es the r  

Mackey's acqu i r ing  t h e  house and t h e  l a t e  17901s ,  when it  is men- 

t ioned  a s  Alexander Harvey's house. Harvey was t h e  j a i l o r  of t h e  

county j a i l  i n  1798. He was a warden of Immanuel Church as e a r l y  

as 1767 ( u n l e s s  t h i s  was h i s  f a t h e r ) .  He was on t h e  assessment 

l i s t  f o r  p r o p e r t y  a t  $1,761, and t a x  $5.88 - by t h e  town i n  1804. 

H i s  marr iage and t h e  b i r t h  of h i s  c h i l d r e n  a r e  g iven  i n  the  Records 

of Old Swede's, Wilmington. I n  1813, his Delaware S t r e e t  p r o p e r t y  

and one on the S t rand  which h e  owned were s o l d  by t h e  s h e r i f f  t o  Dr .  

Archibald  Alexander; by w i l l  o f  Alexander i t  went t o  h i s  daughte r ,  

t h e  wife  o f  Hugh 1. R i c h t i e .  R i c h t i e  was a d r u g g i s t  who i n  1824 had 

h i s  shop on the  Strand.  



-2- 
(The Harvey House, cont inued)  

W' 

I n  1867, Ephraim Fithium s o l d  t h e  Delaware S t r e e t  p rope r ty ,  

301x 96', having on i t a two- story frame house, t o  George Turner ,  

By w i l l ,  1891, Turner (who l i v e d  i n  the  Penn house)  desc r ibed  122- 

124 as " the  b r i c k  s t o r e  and dwel l ing house and l o t  of l and" ,  but 

t h e r e  is  no r eco rd  80 far  found t o  show where he r ep l aced  t h e  

frame house on the  p r o p e r t y  by the  "b r i ck  s t o r e  and dwel l ing housen 

a f t e r  he  bought t h e  p l a c e  i n  1867. 

Alexander Cooper, w r i t i n g  New C a s t l e  h i s t o r y  i n  1907-8, des-  

c r i b e s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  as " t h e  two q u a i n t  l i t t l e  o ld  b r i c k  s t m e -  

houses which a d j o i n  each o t h e r  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  s i d e  of L. M. 

Chase & Sons' S tore ."  The s t o r e  i n  t h e  e a s t  end had l o n g  been a n  
w i c e  cream and c a t e r i n g  e s t ab l i shmen t ;  t h e  west end nex t  t o  #I26 

was f e e d - s t u f f s ,  g r o c e r i e s ,  hardware and house f u r n i s h i n g s  (George F, 

Deakyne); t h e n  boots  and shoes.  

Marshall  N. Wier, whose " f i n e  g r o c e r i e s n  s t o r e  was h e r e  i n  

t h e  l a t e  18001s was t h e  son- in- law o f  Lucien M. Chaae. 

----- Deta i l ed  h i s t o r y  on f i l e - - - - -  



From t h e  above h i s t o r y ,  it may be s a i d  tha t  t h e  p r e s e n t  

b r ick  s t o r e  and dwel l ing r ep l aced  an  e a r l i e r  two- story frame house 

some time between 1867 and 1891. Front  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  is i n t a c t  

as b u i l t  with the  except ion  of t he  small door t o  t h e  e a s t  (#122). 

A longer  wood l i n t e l ,  s t i l l  in p lace ,  and j o i n t s  i n  t h e  b r i c k-  

work about 2 ' - 0 " f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n t  west jamb of t h e  door ,  would 

i n d l c a t e  tha t  t h i s  door was a double one ( l i k e  #124) and that  t h e  

ground f l o o r  a t  one t ime was two s e p a r a t e  and i d e n t i c a l  shops. 

The b r i ck  work i s  ncommon bondn, a row of headers  every 

seventh  course  and has  been pa in t ed .  A small b r i ck  c o r n i c e  with 

d e n t i l s  f i n i s h e s  t h e  wall a t  t h e  eaves  fo l lowing  the  d e t a i l  of 

L' #I20 a l though  fou r  cou r se s  h igher .  The f r o n t  p a r t  of t h i s  bu i ld-  

ing  h a s  no chimneys and s i n c e  i t  was b u i l t  by t h e  owner of #120, 

t h e  chimney of t h e  l a t e r  was probably used f o r  s t o v e s  i n  bo th  

bu i ld ings .  A l a t e  p ipe  column and wood roofed  awning covers  t h e  

sidewalk and extends  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t ,  shading t h e  two bulk windows. 


