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Preface 

T his book is designed to assist historians and genealogists in the rather 
daunting task of identifying European settlers on  the Delaware River 

prior to the Quaker "invasion" that began with John Fenwick's group in 1675 
and culminated with William Penn's 23 ships in 1681-1682. 

The task has been daunting because few records have survived in America 
for the Swedes, Finns and Dutch who constituted the overwhelming majority 
of the residents on the South River (as they called the Delaware) until they 
became outnumbered in 1682 by the continuing flood of emigrants from 
the British Isles. 

The first permanent settlement of the South River began in 1638 with 
the founding of New Sweden at Fort Christina (now Wilmington), a colony 
that spread northward to the Schuylkill and southward to Sand Hook (New 
Castle) by 1655. In that year, New Sweden surrendered to New Netherland 
and remained under Dutch rule until 1664, when the Dutch surrendered 
the river to the forces of the Duke ofYork. Thereafter, up  to the time of the 
first English census in 1671, it remained a part of the Colony of New York, 
governed out  of Fort James on Manhattan Island. 

New York Governor Francis Lovelace had only short-term goals in mind 
when he ordered the census in 1671 - to increase the collection of "quit rents" 
or taxes. Nevertheless, the resulting census serves as an important key in recon- 
structing the European settlements on the Delaware in this period. Although 
the river had been under English rule for seven years, very few Englishmen 
resided there. They were limited to the remnants of the 1664 invading force, 
joined by a handful of settlers from Long Island who had settled at Passyunk 
(South Philadelphia) and another handful of settlers from Maryland who had 
recently anived at the Whorekill (Lewes, Delaware). 

Othenvise, from Burlington Island to the Delaware Bay, the area was entirely 
Swedish or Dutch speaking. The Swedes and the Finns (who also came from 
Sweden) predominated north of New Castle, while the Dutch predominated 
in New Castle and the Whorekill. The Englishman Walter Wharton, who took 
the census from Burlington Island to New Castle, had difficulty understanding 
Swedish and Dutch. Interpreting some of his entries has been a challenge. 
Helmanus Wiltbanck, a resident of the Whorekill, was familiar with Dutch 
and did a somewhat betterjob in his community. 
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Another problem with the census - a problem common to the entire pe- 
riod, 1638-1682 - is the fact that few of the Swedes, Finns and Dutch had 
surnames. Most of them stayed with the patronymic naming system which pre- 
vailed in their native countries. Thus, Eskil Larsson's son Bartil was known as 
Bartil Eskilsson and the latter's son Anders was known as Anders Bartilsson, 
which became modified to Andrew Bartleson in the hands of English scribes. 
Nicknames were also common. Thus, Gerrit Jansen, the Dutch blacksmith at 
New Castle, was also known as Gemt de Smit (his occupation) and Gerrit van 
Beck (his place of origin). In the patronymic tradition, however, his sons were 
known as Gemtsen (later Garretson). 

Similarly, among the Swedes, Finns and Dutch, women kept their maiden 
names throughout their life. Thus, the Dutch woman Sarah Neering was 
twice married. She was still called Sarah Neering in the will of her second 
husband, Foppe Jansen Outhout. A Swedish orphan named Christina Olles- 
dotter was known by that name throughout her  life, surviving two husbands, 
the Dutch soldier 6Valraven Jansen de  Vos and the Swedish barber-surgeon 
Timen Stiddem. 

Under the influence of English custom, most of the Swedes, Finns and 
Dutch had adopted surnames by the end of the 17th century. Sometimes 
the patronymic formed the basis for the surname (e.g., Mirtensson to Mor- 
ton, Gustafsson to Justice, Jochimsson to Yocurn). Sometimes the surname 
was invented, such as Lingiker, meaning "long field" in Swedish, which 
became Anglicized to Longacre. Thus, John Morton (17241777), signer of 
the Declaration of Independence, traced his ancestry back to Mirten 
Msrtensson, the Finn, who arrived in New Sweden in 1654, and James Bar- 
ton Longacre (17941869), Chief Engraver at the U.S. Mint, 18441869, 
traced his paternal line back to Peter Andersson, a Swede who arrived in 
New Sweden in 1640. 

The author has been working on this 1671 census project for over a 
decade. The results were first published in the Pennsylvania Genealogical 
Magazine in its 1998 issues. The present book now republishes those two 
articles with minor, typographical corrections and a name index. It is hoped 
that the book will help other researchers interested in the pioneer European 
settlers of Pennsylvania, Delaware and West New Jersey. 

Washington, D.C., August 1999 

Dr. Peter S. Craig 
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1671 Census of the Delaware: Part 1 

by Dr. Peter  Stebbins Craig, FASG, FGSP* 

A mong the  NewYork Historical Manuscripts a t  the NewYork State 
Archives in Albany, NewYork, is a two-page manuscript of consid- 

erable interest to historians and  genealogists-the first English census 
of the  Delaware. The  document is endorsed, in  the  hand of Matthias 
Nicolls, then Secretary of Governor Francis Lovelace, as "A list of the 
Inhabitants of the Delaware" and dated 1671. It names 165 heads of 
households from Matinicum (Burlington) Island o n  the north to New 
Castle o n  the south.' 

The  document was filed after a 1680 census of inhabitants o n  Cedar, 
St. Jones, and  Duck creeks in present Delaware and, for this reason, was 
first interpreted as relating to that year. It was first transcribed and 
published by Berthold Fernow in  Documents Relating to the Colonial 
Histo9 of the State of New York, volume 12, at  pages 646-48 (1877), as a 
continuation of the same 1680 census. Fernow's misleading transcrip- 
tion was then reprinted, in garbled form, in Pennsylvania Archives, 2d 
Series, Volume 7, at  pages 860-62 (1878). Subsequently, historians and 
genealogists alike usually interpreted the 1671 census as applying to the 

*Dr. Peter Stebbins Craig, FASG, FGSP, a Fellow and board member of the Genea- 
logical Society of Pennsylvania, is a retired Washington lawyer specializing in the study 
of the first settlers of the Delaware Valley, 1638-1655, and their colonial descendants. 
Among his many books and articles are The Yocums ofAronameck (1983), The Stilk Family 
in America, 1641-1772 (1986), and The 1693 Census of the Swedes on the Delaware (1993). 
He is currently working on a new book, New Sweden Settlers, 1638-1664, being published 
serially by the Swedish American. Genealogist, and is editor of the Gloria Dei Records 
Project, designed to translate and publish the colonial records of Gloria Dei (Old 
Swedes) Church in Philadelphia. 

' The census is officially designated as New York Historical Manuscripts, 21:104/105. 
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