JACOBUS GERRITSEN STRYCKER (c. 1619-1687)
AN ARTIST OF NEW AMSTERDAM

By CuaArLeEs X. HARRIS

In the middle of the seventeenth century, when painting in
Holland had arrived at its greatest period, there emigrated to New °
Amsterdam a Dutch portrait painter, Jacobus Gerritsen Strycker,
who was without doubt the most capable artist of New Netherland
of that century. His color was good; his touch rather refined
than vigorous; his gradation of light and shade was fine. His
mental grasp of the essentials requisite for painting a portrait
reveal a genius, a genius thoroughly trained in the Dutch School,
which stressed absolute fidelity to nature.

Nothing has been found in the Netherlands concerning Strycker’s
family, early life, or training as a painter. When he emigrated in
1651, he was accredited to the town of Rouinen, in the province of
Drenthe, which probably never had an art school. The Guilds of
St. Luke, in the different cities of the Netherlands, have no record
of him, yet his work so distinctly shows the influence of the fore-
most great masters of the Dutch school, that he must have been
a pupil of one of them. His talent was of a more refined order
than the bold brushwork of Frans Hals, but that he may have
studied with one of Rembrandt’s pupils, Backer, Bol, or Flinck,
seems quite possible from the character of his work.

Jacobus Strycker’s elder brother, Jan, was born in 1617, calcu-
lating from the inscription on his portrait, so the probabilities
are that Jacobus was not born before 1619. In January, 1643,
the two brothers received from the States General of the Nether-
lands a grant of land in the colony of New Netherland, upon condi-
tion that they transport thither twelve families, at their own
expense. There 1s no evidence that they carried out the terms
of the agreement, and it was eight years later, in 1651, that Jacobus
Strycker arrived in New Amsterdam. Jan followed in 1652. Ac-
cording to the ship’s passenger list, Jacobus was accompanied
by his wife, Ytie (Ida) Huybrechts, and two children, Gerrit and
Altje (Alida or Elsie). His wife may have been related to the lady

83



81 THE NEW-YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

bearing the same family name, whose daughter, at about this period,
married Titus van Rijn, son of the great Rembrandt. Jacobus
Strycker was a gentleman of considerable means, of education, and
of decided culture and ability, and after his arrival here he took
his place in the young community as a responsible citizen and a
trusted magistrate. Many facts, which will be stated later, may
be gleaned about his office holding, but little is known about his
painting, in which we are primarily interested.

There can be attributed to Strycker only four portraits, all
painted in 1654 or 1655: his self-portrait, that of his brother, Jan,
of Adriaen Van der Donck, New Amsterdam’s first lawyer, and of
Governor Peter Stuyvesant. Extensive search and one hundred
and seventy-six letters to various members of the Strycker family
have brought no others to light. But these four are sufficient to
show the great ability of the artist and the high cultural develop-
ment of the New Amsterdam in which he lived.

The portrait of Jacobus Gerritsen Strycker, by himself, is a
bust, painted on an oak panel, made of two pieces of thin board
glued together. It 1s covered with a very dark orange varnish,
which gives it a Rembrandtesque effect. No attempt has been
made to clean 1t, so dirt and varnish make it difficult to see how
good it really is, and impossible to obtain a satisfactory photograph.
The picture 1s in its original state, in its old black frame, with a
gilded strip against the portrait. Unfortunately there is no inscrip-
tion front or back, but the date 1655 has been assigned to it because
of the magistrate’s collar, to which he was entitled in that year,
and because 1t was probably painted at the same time as his brother’s
portrait, which is definitely dated.

The self-portrait has always been owned by descendants of
Jacobus Strycker. His son Gerrit, who came to New Amsterdam
with him in 1651, married Wyntje Cornelise Foomgaert in December,
1673. He became shenff of Kings County in 1688 and died in
1694. His wife died in 1700, They had nine children, the third
of whom, Jacobus (1682-1748), probably inherited his grandfather’s
portrait. The next owner was Jacobus’s son, Gerrit (1726-1775).
He removed from Oyster Bay, L. 1., in 1764, to Striker’s Bay, on
the North River at 52d Street, where the portrait remained until
the family mansion was demolished. The present owners are
Mrs. Elsworth L. Striker and her son Joseph, through whose courtesy
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JAN STRYCKER, 1617-1607

Painted 1655, by Jacohus G. Strycker, died 1687
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